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States

Penn. absentee ballots: Republi-
cans and the father of a serviceman

sued Democratic Pennsylvania Gov.
Ed Rendell on Friday, hoping to extend

to 30 days the deadline for counting over-
seas military and civilian ballots for presi-
dent.

The move came just hours after a federal
judge approved a settlement between Ren-
dell and the parents of two other service-
men who had also sued over the ballot count-
ing. Rendell agreed to extend the deadline
by eight days.

But the Republican State Committee and
the father of a soldier stationed at the Ameri-
can Embassy in Ethiopia said eight days
was not enough and asked a state court to
order officials to count ballots for a month.

Coors Senate campaign: A political
watchdog group Friday accused Coors
Brewing Co. of giving the U.S. Senate cam-

paign of beer baron
Pete Coors an unfair
boost with ads touting
the company’s environ-
mental record.

The ads in the Rocky
Mountain News and
The Denver Post fea-
ture a snowcapped
peak and invite readers
to visit a Web site de-
tailing the company’s
environmental activi-
ties. It also touted the
company’s economic

contribution to Colorado.
In a letter to Coors CEO Leo Kiely, Colo-

rado Common Cause executive director
Peter Maysmith asked the company to stop
running the ads, calling it “completely inap-
propriate to attempt to influence a U.S. Sen-
ate race.”

Fla. right-to-die case: A feeding tube for a
severely brain-damaged woman can’t be re-
moved until appeals are exhausted in her
parents’ fight to have a new trial in the
long-running right-to-die case, a judge ruled
Friday.

An attorney for Schiavo’s husband, Micha-
el, said the order could mean months and
possibly years of delay and he would seek to
have it overturned.

At issue is a request for a new trial by
Terri Schiavo’s parents, Bob and Mary
Schindler, who say if their daughter indeed
did not want to be kept alive artificially, as
her husband says, she no longer would have
that wish given recent statements from the
pope.

“Fahrenheit 9/11”: An online
pay-per-view showing of Michael Moore’s
controversial
anti-Bush documenta-
ry “Fahrenheit 9/11”
will be released on the
eve of the presidential
election, the Internet
movie provider Cine-
maNow announced Fri-
day.

Viewers can see the
film Monday by log-
ging on to the compa-
ny’s Web site at 8 p.m.
EST and paying $9.95,
said the company’s chief executive officer,
Curt Marvis. It also will be made available
in December.

He said Moore and Fellowship Adventure
Group, one of the film’s distributors, have
agreed to donate their share of the profits
from Monday’s showing to a charity to bene-
fit veterans.

Cassini spacecraft: Scientists say the

Cassini spacecraft is sending back evidence
that Saturn’s planet-size moon Titan has
some familiar features, but that it still re-
mains one of the strangest worlds.

Unlike the airless moons and space rocks
that NASA can photograph with startling
clarity, Titan, hundreds of millions of miles
from Earth, has long stymied scientists be-
cause its surface is shrouded by a thick at-
mosphere of nitrogen and methane.

That has forced scientists to create theo-
ries about the surface from observations of
the hydrocarbon-laced atmosphere. Scien-
tists believe seas or lakes of methane could
form as organic compounds fall out of the at-
mosphere and collect on the surface.

Business

Internet music sharing: Sony BMG Music
Entertainment and online peer-to-peer soft-
ware distributor Grokster are working on a
new venture that is expected to offer paid
and free song downloads over the Internet,
sources say.

Details of the venture, dubbed Mash-
boxxx, haven’t been finalized but the ser-
vice would allow users to download promo-
tional versions of songs by Sony BMG acts
at no charge and buy licensed versions,
sources familiar with the venture said on
condition of anonymity.

World

U.N. war crimes tribunal: Faced with U.S.
and European Union demands to extradite
top war crimes suspects to the U.N. tribunal
or face sanctions, the Bosnian Serb police
searched homes early Saturday in a hunt for
an indicted suspect.

Police searched several houses in an at-
tempt to apprehend Gojko Jankovic — the
Bosnian Serb wartime deputy commander
of military police — in the eastern town
Foca, 45 miles southeast of Sarajevo, said po-
lice spokesman Radovan Pejic.

Jankovic was not found and the operation
was canceled, he said.

The action came amid reports that the
United States and the European Union may
slap sanctions on the Bosnian Serbs for fail-
ing to cooperate with the U.N. war crimes
tribunal in The Hague, Netherlands. Jankov-
ic is one of the fugitives wanted by the court.

Deadly Thailand riot: More than 1,100
Muslims detained after a riot were freed Sat-
urday, as the government tried to ease
anger in Thailand’s restive south over the
deaths of dozens of accused rioters — includ-
ing 78 who perished in military custody.

The army also lifted a curfew imposed in
parts of Narathiwat, the province where
thousands of Muslim youths besieged a po-
lice station Monday to demand the release
of six men they believed were unjustly ac-
cused of giving arms to Islamic separatists.

The 78 Muslim detainees suffocated or
were crushed to death when security forces
piled them into military trucks along with
more than 1,200 others. At least seven oth-
ers died during the riot, apparently shot by
security forces.

Philippine Muslims: Muslim separatist
rebels said Saturday they are determined to
peacefully resolve their three-decade rebel-
lion in the southern Philippines.

Mohaqher Iqbal, chief peace negotiator
for the Moro Islamic Liberation Front, said
rebel leaders assured members of an inter-
national cease-fire monitoring group that
they will pursue peace talks with the Philip-
pine government “until a just, comprehen-
sive and honorable peace settlement is
achieved.”

The cease-fire monitoring team is com-
posed of 10 soldiers from Brunei and 50
from Malaysia.

The monitors will be deployed in the

southern cities of Iligan, Davao, and Cotaba-
to, and will file reports of any encounters be-
tween guerrillas and government troops.

Turkey and EU: Holding referendums in
European countries over whether Turkey
can join the European Union would amount
to “clear discrimination,” Turkish Prime
Minister Recep Tayyip Erdogan said in com-
ments published Friday.

“No such referendum has ever been held
for EU countries, (or) for those that have
joined,” Erdogan was quoted as saying in an
interview with Italian paper La Repubblica.
“I therefore see no reason to hold a vote spe-
cially on us.”

The EU recommended earlier this month
that talks begin on making Turkey a mem-
ber. EU leaders will decide whether to start
entry negotiations with Ankara at a Decem-
ber summit.

Madrid train bombings: Police have ar-
rested three ambulance crew members who
took photos and video footage of people
killed in the Madrid train bombings and
posted them on a Web page, authorities said
Saturday.

Police acted on orders from Juan del
Olmo, the judge probing the March 11 at-
tacks that killed 191 people, the National Po-
lice said in a statement.

The police launched their probe on Oct.
22 after 34 photos and a video clip — all
showing gruesome pictures of mutilated
bodies — were displayed on the Internet.

The three suspects were arrested over the
past few days, the police statement said.
The names of those arrested were not given.

Stories and photos from The Associated Press

Moore

Coors

Peterson trial: Jackie Peterson, mother of

Scott Peterson, exits the San Mateo County

Superior Courthouse with family pastor

Brooks Gibbs after a day in court during the

Scott Peterson double-murder trial in Red-

wood City, Calif., on Friday. Peterson is

accused of two counts of murder for the

deaths of his wife, Laci Peterson, 27, and

the couple’s unborn son. A judge has ruled

the jury may consider a lesser murder

charge that would spare Peterson the death

penalty. Legal experts call this a victory for

the prosecution because this could make it

easier for the jury to return a guilty verdict.
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BY SUSAN SEVAREID

The Associated Press

CAIRO, Egypt — Osama bin
Laden changed his usual sharply
militant rhetoric to address Amer-
icans in a more conciliatory tone
— though one tinged with threat
— in his new video, dropped off at
the Pakistan offices of Al-Jazeera
television days ahead of the U.S.
presidential election.

While the message was directed
to Americans, the video aired Fri-
day had something to encourage
al-Qaida supporters around the
world: the image of bin Laden —
dressed in dignified, clean robes
— looking and sounding fit, firmly
in control and well informed on
current events despite three years
on the run from U.S. forces.

In the video, bin Laden ac-
knowledged for the first time di-
rectly that he ordered the Sept.
11, 2001, attacks and said he did
so because of injustices against
the Lebanese and Palestinians by
Israel and the United States.

He said the United States must
stop threatening the security of
Muslims if it wants to avoid “anoth-
er Manhattan” and while he did
not directly warn of new attacks,
he warned: “There are still rea-
sons to repeat what happened.”

“Your security is not in the
hands of Kerry, Bush or al-Qaida.
Your security is in your own
hands,” bin Laden said.

Al-Jazeera, which is based in
Qatar, received the 18-minute vid-
eotape at its offices in the Paki-

stani capital, Islamabad, where
“somebody dropped it yesterday
at the gate,” Ahmad Muaffaq
Zaidan, the Pakistan bureau
chief, said Saturday.

“The guard brought it to me
along with other mail. It was in an
envelope, I opened it and it was a
big scoop,” he said.

Bin Laden and his top deputy,
Egyptian surgeon Ayman al-
Zawahri, are both believed to be
hiding in the mountains that strad-
dle the Afghan-Pakistan border,
although there has been no hard

evidence of their whereabouts for
more than three years.

Pakistani Interior Minister
Aftab Khan Sherpao said authori-
ties have no information about
who might have given the net-
work the tape, but he stuck to Pa-
kistan’s position that there was no

proof bin Laden is in the country.
“We have no idea where they

got it,” he told AP. “I don’t think
he is in Pakistan.”

In Afghanistan, the U.S. mili-
tary dismissed the videotape as
“propaganda,” and insisted bin
Laden would be caught.

“Although we don’t have a time-
frame for when bin Laden will be
captured, we have full confidence
that he will be,” U.S. military
spokesman Maj. Scott Nelson told
reporters.

The video was cannily timed,

four days before Tuesday’s presi-
dential elections in the United
States, and it aimed to debunk
any contention that bin Laden is
cut off from the world.

The aging terror mastermind
has a long, gray beard, wearing
clean, traditional white robes, a
turban and a golden cloak, stand-
ing behind a table with papers in
front of a brown curtain that
hides any background. His hands
were steady as he addressed the
camera, gesturing when he made
a point.

Excerpts from Osama bin Laden’s statement

“To the American people, my talk to you is about the best way to
avoid another Manhattan, about the war, its reasons and its conse-
quences … I tell you: Security is an important element of human
life, and free people do not give up their security. Unlike what Bush
says that we hate freedom, let him tell us why didn’t we attack Swe-
den, for example. …

“Even as you enter the fourth year after the Sept. 11 attacks, Bush
is still misleading and deluding you and hiding the real reason from
you. Consequently, there are still reasons to repeat what happened.
I will tell you about the reasons behind these attacks and will tell
you the truth about the moments during which the decision was
made, for you to contemplate.

“God knows that it had not occurred to our mind to attack the tow-
ers, but after our patience ran out and we saw the injustice and in-
flexibility of the American-Israeli alliance toward our people in Pal-
estine and Lebanon, this came to my mind. The incidents that affect-
ed me directly go back to 1982 and afterward, when America al-
lowed Israelis to invade Lebanon, with the help of the American 6th
Fleet. …

“We did not find it difficult to deal with Bush and his administra-
tion, because it is similar to regimes in our countries, half of which
are ruled by the military and the other half are ruled by the sons of
kings and presidents. We have a long experience with them. Both
types include many who are full of arrogance and greed. …”

From The Associated Press

BY EDWARD HARRIS

The Associated Press

NEAR FALLUJAH, Iraq — In-
surgents killed eight U.S. Ma-
rines on Saturday in the deadliest
attack against the U.S. military in
nearly six months. Marines
pounded guerrilla positions out-
side Fallujah where American
forces are gearing up for a major
assault on the insurgent strong-
hold.

In Baghdad, a car bomb explod-
ed outside an Arabic satellite tele-
vision news bureau, killing seven
people and injuring 19 in the big-
gest attack against a news organi-
zation since the occupation began
last year.

The U.S. command said nine
other Marines were injured in the
attack in western Anbar prov-
ince, which includes Fallujah and
other insurgent strongholds. Maj.
Clark Watson, with the 1st Ma-
rine Expeditionary Force, said a
car bomb went off next to a truck
southwest of Baghdad, between
the capital and Fallujah.

It was the biggest number of
American military deaths in a sin-
gle day since May 2, when nine
U.S. troops were killed in sepa-
rate mortar attacks and roadside
bombings in Baghdad, Ramadi
and Kirkuk.

American forces are preparing

for a major assault on the rebel
bastion of Fallujah in an effort to
restore control to a swath of
Sunni Muslim towns north and
west of the capital ahead of cru-
cial national elections due by Jan.
31.

On Saturday, insurgents fired
mortars at Marine positions out-
side Fallujah. They responded
with “the strongest artillery bar-
rage in recent weeks,” according
to Marine spokesman 1st Lt. Lyle
Gilbert.

Later in the afternoon, a Ma-
rine Harrier jet bombed a guerril-
la mortar position inside Fallujah,
then strafed it with machine-gun
fire, Gilbert said. He had no re-
ports of insurgent casualties.

Crowds of Iraqis peered sky-
ward as a pair of warplanes cir-
cled over the rebel- held city,
from where large explosions rum-
bled Saturday afternoon. Insur-
gents sent rockets and mortars to-
ward U.S. Marine positions.

“This is very painful for Fallu-
jah. I think they’re destroying the
town and killing families there,”
said Saadoun Mohamed, a
35-year old driver near Fallujah.

“It’s very complicated. I don’t
know how to solve this problem,”
he said through an Iraqi Marine
translator.

Clashes between U.S. troops
and insurgents also broke out Sat-

urday in Ramadi, west of Fallu-
jah. Hospital officials said two po-
licemen were killed and four Ira-
qis injured in the crossfire, said
Dr. Saleh al-Duleimi of the Rama-
di General Hospital.

In Baghdad, the car bomb ex-
ploded outside the office of the
Al-Arabiya television network, a
satellite broadcaster based in
Dubai, United Arab Emirates.
Seven people were killed and 19
injured, according to police and
hospital officials.

Three bodies, including one of
a woman, were mangled beyond
recognition, said Al-Arabiya cor-
respondent Najwa Qassem. She
said they could not tell if any of
the three bodies were those of
Al-Arabiya employees. However,
she confirmed that one guard and
one administration worker were
among the dead.

The blast collapsed the first
floor of the building, where staff-
ers were holding a meeting, said
Saad al-Husseini, a correspon-
dent of MBC, a sister channel of
Al-Arabiya based in the same
building.

Employees “were trapped be-
tween fire and the shattering
shards of glass,” he said. That
“led to the high number of casual-
ties. We were all there.”

A militant group calling itself
the “1920 Brigades” claimed re-
sponsibility for the attack, blast-

ing Al-Arabiya as “Americanized
spies speaking in Arabic tongue”
in a statement posted on the Web.
The station is owned by Saudi in-
vestors.

“We have threatened them to
no avail that they are the mouth-
piece of the American occupation
in Iraq,” the statement said. It
warned of more attacks against
this “treacherous network.” It
was impossible to verify the
claim’s authenticity.

South of Baghdad, witnesses

said Iraqi forces opened fire ran-
domly and threw hand grenades,
hitting three minibuses and three
vans, after a U.S. convoy came
under attack Saturday Abdul Raz-
zaq al-Janabi, director of Iskanda-
riyah General Hospital, said 14
people were killed and 10 others in-
jured. More wounded were taken
to other hospitals. Reporters saw
bloody bodies riddled with bullet
holes inside the buses and on the
street near the town of Haswa, 25
miles south of Baghdad.

Long-silent bin Laden re-emerges in new videotape

8 Marines killed in Iraq

AP

Marines of the 1st Division get a briefing prior to a mission outside

Fallujah on Saturday. Eight Marines were killed Saturday in fighting in

the Anbar province, which includes Fallujah. The deaths came as U.S.

forces are gearing up for a major assault on the city.

9 others wounded in bloodiest day of war since May

Al-Jazeera/AP

In an undated video broadcast Friday on Al-Jazeera, Osama bin Laden

said the Unites States can avoid another Sept. 11-like attack if it stops

threatening the security of Muslims.

See related stories
on Page 11
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BY TERRY BOYD

Stars and Stripes

ASADABAD, Afghanistan —
The nurse looked at Spc. Adrian
Danczyk in disbelief when he fi-
nally made it to the aid station

after a fire-
fight.

“The med-
ics were
working on
the guys who
were hurt
the worst,
and I was
just sort of
sitting back
out of the
way,” said
Danczyk,

Company D, 1st Battalion, 505th
Parachute Infantry Regiment,
82nd Airborne Division.

A nurse finally noticed his face
was covered with blood.

“She said, ‘What happened to
you,’ ” Danczyk said.

“I got shot in the head,” he
said.

“She looked at me like a
ghost.”

The date of that
firefight just
south of Fallujah
— November 8,
2003 — should
probably be on
Adrian Danc-
zyk’s headstone.
But instead of the
7.62 mm RPK
light machine
gun bullet pene-
trating Danczyk’s
skull, his Kevlar
helmet absorbed
the energy, leaving a wound
where the helmet slammed into
his forehead.

The bullet’s impact broke the
helmet’s chinstraps and de-

stroyed the mount for his
night-optical device, Danczyk

said. The only damage to him
was a cut that took two stitches to

close.

Fully recovered, Danczyk re-

cently was in Afghanistan with
the Fort Bragg-based 82nd, help-
ing provide security for the coun-

try’s first presidential elections.

As he told his story to Stars and

Stripes one night at Firebase Asa-
dabad, a fellow paratrooper
slapped Danczyk on the shoul-
der. “Oh, that story’s so last
year!” the soldier said, laughing.

Danczyk is one of the first regu-
lar Army soldiers to combat test
the new Advanced Combat Hel-
met, or ACH, which is replacing
the Personnel Armored System,
Ground Tactical, or PASGT hel-
met.

The switch to the new helmet
has not been without controver-
sy. In August, Lt. Col. Jeff Poffen-
barger, an Army neurosurgeon
in Iraq, told the Wall Street Jour-
nal the ACH offers less protec-
tion because it’s about 8 percent
smaller than the PASGT helmet.

In Iraq, the main threat is from
roadside bombs, and Poffenbarg-
er said many soldiers are getting
hurt because the new helmet ex-
poses more of the sides and
backs of the soldiers’ heads.

“I’ve become convinced that
for this type of guerrilla fight, we
are giving away coverage that we
need to save lives,” Poffenbarg-
er, a former Green Beret, stated
in the Wall Street Journal story.

Army officials,
however, say the
ACH has shorter
side skirts be-
cause when sol-
diers dropped to
the ground to
shoot, their shoul-
ders pushed the
PASGT helmet
over their eyes.
Danczyk was fir-
ing from the
prone position

when hit.

The smaller ACH is three
pounds lighter than the old hel-
met, and it includes a new suspen-
sion system that Danczyk calls
“infinitely more comfortable.”

One of the ACH’s best features
is that soldiers are less tempted
to take them off, said Lt. Col.
Brian Drinkwater, Danczyk’s bat-
talion commander with 1-505.

What no one disputes — least
of all Danczyk — is that the ACH
absorbs a lot of energy due to an
improved type of Kevlar. Kevlar
is a 30-year-old fabric invented
by E.I. DuPont de Namours & Co.

It uses multiple layers of poly-
mer strands to produce a light
material far stronger than steel,
and with far higher tensile
strength, the amount of stretch-
ing it can withstand before break-
ing.

The latest generation of Kevlar
has “greater ‘tenacity’ — the
strength of individual fibers to ab-
sorb a load before breaking,”
said Greg Parker, North Ameri-
can business manager for mili-
tary and law enforcement prod-
ucts at DuPont’s Wilmington,
Del., headquarters.

Though not necessarily de-
signed to stop an assault rifle
round, such Kevlar meets cur-
rent Army specifications for stop-
ping a zero-degree shot —
straight on — from a 9 mm
round, Parker said.

While DuPont makes Kevlar,
other manufacturers make the
helmets, he said. The ACH is a
version of a helmet called the

Modular Integrated

Communications Helmet, or
MICH, designed for U.S. special
forces units, according to Parker
and Drinkwine.

U.S. officials “looked at what
they had with the MICH, and
said, ‘This is a pretty damn good
helmet,’ ” said Drinkwine, who
worked with the Department of
the Army’s Soldier System Team
to get helmets for all of his
800-some soldiers before the
82nd deployed to Iraq in 2003.

The effort was worth it, Drink-
wine said. The ACH saved sever-
al of his men: “Not just Danczyk,
but I had soldiers in Iraq hit by
shrapnel or pieces of RPGs who
walked away with nothing other
than a bad headache.

“The best part of this is know-
ing there are young paratroopers
out there who believe in it,” he
said.

“No question, [getting shot]
changed the way I think about

Kevlar,” Danczyk said.

The night started when a Com-
pany D patrol came up on nine
Iraqi men “clearly up to no
good,” Danczyk said. Paratroops
closed up to about 200 meters
when the Iraqis began firing. He
can still remember the rounds
coming at his head, dropping
down as he tried to dig into the
sand, Danczyk said.

Then the impact. “I knew what
had happen as soon as I was hit.”

Danczyk plans to make the
Army his career, and as a future
non-commissioned officer, “I’d
never, ever let my soldiers go
without Kevlar,” he said.

The only time you’ll see Danc-
zyk without his Kevlar is be-
tween missions. Before a mis-
sion, he’s the first guy with it on.

Some soldiers joke about him
being “a Kevlar Nazi,” he said.

But the punch line is, he’s still
alive.

E-mail Terry Boyd at:
boydt@mail.estripes.osd.mil

New helmet design saves soldier’s life

While most soldiers believe Kevlar and battle
armor save lives, an informal survey over the last
year in Afghanistan and Iraq indicates that soldiers
have greater confidence in some weapons than in
others.

One of the most popular new battlefield tools is the
Long Range Advanced Scout Surveillance System,
or LRAS3, made by Raytheon.

An LRAS3 allows scouts to pick out targets while
staying out of range of the enemy’s small arms. Its
long-range, multi-sensor system — including
night-vision capabilities — allows scouts to do every-

thing from long-range surveillance to ranging tar-
gets.

Scouts using the device in Iraq found it durable in
the field, though it needed frequent maintenance
from Raytheon technicians embedded with 1st Cav-
alry Division in Iraq.

Other weapons of choice include:

� M-2 .50-cal. heavy machine gun: It’s reliable
and has a round robust enough to even stop light
tanks.

SEE WEAPONS ON PAGE 5

Danczyk

TERRY BOYD/Stars and Stripes

A 1st Cavalry Scout uses an LRAS to survey an area outside Baghdad,

looking for insurgent activity. The LRAS — a combination of several

technologies — allows scouts to watch the enemy from distances out-

side the range of small arms. Scouts rate the device a must-have for

the modern battlefield.

Soldiers favor some weapons
over others while in the field

Stars and Stripes photos

Left: Second Lt. John Bradley wears the Army’s Advanced Combat Helmet, which is lighter and stronger than

the old helmets, while in Iraq. Right: Lt. Col. Chuck Williams, commander of 1st Squadron, 1st Cavalry Regi-

ment of the 1st Armored Division, wears the old Personnel Armored System, Ground Tactical, or PASGT,

helmet. Some experts say the helmet offers more protection than the Advanced Combat Helmet.

Army makes controversial switch
from PASGT helmet to the ACH

I’d never, ever

let my

soldiers go

without

Kevlar.

Spc. Adrian Danczyk

82nd Airborne Division
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Weapons: Troops prefer
light and reliable tools

  

WEAPONS, FROM PAGE 4

� M-4 assault carbine: Light,
reliable and versatile enough
for both urban fighting and long-
er shots demanding accuracy
up to 200 meters. The carbine’s
shorter barrel and lower muzzle
velocity seems to have more
knockdown power than the
M-16A2 even though it’s still a
5.52 mm round.

� M-240B: A light machine
gun with a high rate of fire
(about 800 rounds per minute),
accuracy out to more than 3,000
meters, dependability and a larg-
er, 7.62 mm round.

Perhaps the least liked weap-
on in the U.S. arsenal is the M-9
Beretta automatic pistol.
Knocks against the M-9 include
the 9 mm round’s lack of
knock-down power, the pistol’s
lack of “feel” in the shooter’s
hand and problems with its clip
spring.

U.S. Special Forces soldiers –
who get weapons unavailable to
troops in conventional units –
typically are issued the only
other automatic 9 mm pistol in
the official Army inventory, the
Sig-Sauer P-228, dubbed the
M-11, made by a German-Swiss
consortium.

A few Special Forces types
carry variations of the pistol the
M-9 replaced, the Colt Model

1911, which fires a .45-cal.
round.

“It was a sad day when the
U.S. Army gave up the 1911,”
one Special Forces officer in Af-
ghanistan told Stars and Stripes.

One of the few U.S. weapons
to receive mixed reviews is the
Mark19 grenade launcher.
When it works, it’s considered
one of the most potent weapons
available to infantry soldiers.
The Mk-19 has the capability to
fire 40 mm grenade at more
than 350 per minute, and place
them accurately at more than
2,000 meters. But soldiers told
Stars and Stripes the Mk-19 is
susceptible to jamming.

The Mk-19 has been around
since the Vietnam War and has
a good track record, said
Charles Cutshaw, small arms ed-
itor for Jane’s International De-
fense Review magazine. But
he’s seen weapons stop working
in cold weather due to lubri-
cants turning solid, Cutshaw
said.

He recommends a lubricant
designated MIL-COMM
TW25B.

“It works in every climate
and there is a ... spray that is es-
sentially a dry lube for the kind
of powder sand they get over
there,” Cutshaw wrote in an
e-mail.

—Terry Boyd

BY ROBERT BURNS

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The Army
has extended by two months the
Iraq tours of about 6,500 soldiers,
citing a need for experienced
troops through the Iraqi elections
scheduled for late January.

No official statement was re-
leased, but the Pentagon’s public
affairs office posted an article on
its Web site Saturday that said
3,500 soldiers of the 2nd Brigade,
1st Cavalry Division and 3,000
from the 1st Infantry Division
headquarters will remain in Iraq
at least two months longer than
planned.

The Army had scheduled those
units for 10-month deployments,
rather than the usual 12-month
tours, to stagger the rotation of
forces in and out of Iraq this win-
ter to avoid overburdening trans-
portation systems. Instead they
will remain to provide security
through the elections.

The Pentagon article spoke of
“the troops’ frustration” over hav-
ing their tours extended. It said
some of the soldiers had been told
they would be leaving Iraq as

early as November. Instead they
will stay through January.

Army Gen. George Casey, the
top U.S. commander in Iraq, re-
quested the extensions in late Sep-
tember, and his immediate superi-
or, Army Gen. John Abizaid,
made the decision Oct. 16, the
Pentagon article said.

The decision appeared to mark
the second time in recent weeks
that soldiers of the 2nd Brigade,
1st Cavalry Division, have had
their Iraq deployments extended.
On Oct. 4 the U.S. military com-
mand in Baghdad announced that
rather than complete its redeploy-
ment to Fort Hood, Texas, in De-
cember, the brigade was to begin
heading home in January. On Sat-
urday the Pentagon said these sol-
diers will begin their return in
mid-February, with the last ones
due out by mid-March.

The 3,000 soldiers of the 1st In-

fantry Division headquarters,
based in Würzburg, Germany,
will remain in Iraq until mid-Feb-
ruary or mid-March. They previ-
ously were scheduled to have
been replaced in January, before
the elections, by the 42nd Infan-
try Division headquarters of the
New York National Guard.

The Pentagon public affairs ar-
ticle said officials had considered
deploying the New York guards-
men to Kuwait before moving
them into Iraq, but they decided
against that “in light of the high
threat level in Kuwait.” It did not
elaborate on the threat in Kuwait.

The 42nd Infantry will be the
first division-level National
Guard deployment into combat
since World War II, reflecting the
extraordinarily heavy reliance
the Army is placing on the Guard
to provide troops for the Iraq mis-
sion. More than 40 percent of the
U.S. force in Iraq is Guard or Re-
serve.

Army extends Iraq tours by
2 months for 6,500 troops

3,500 soldiers of the 2nd Brigade, 1st

Cavalry Division and 3,000 from the 1st

Infantry Division headquarters

will remain in Iraq.
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BY JULIANA GITTLER

Stars and Stripes

BAGHDAD — They buy chew-
ing gum from children outside
the exchange in the International
Zone or sneak food to others on pa-
trols around Baghdad.

Charities, military commands
and individuals have donated
thousands of school supplies,
shoes and provisions to help the
children of Iraq, but ordinary sol-
diers and Marines are also find-
ing comfort and humanity in their
daily interaction with local chil-
dren.

Across Iraq, servicemembers
give out candy and water to let
kids see a softer side to warriors.

“We’re out there every day
working with the kids. Some even
recognize us, and remember our
name,” Marine Cpl. David. P.
Meinhold, a reconnaissance Ma-
rine with the 11th Marine Expedi-
tionary Unit in Najaf, said in an
e-mail. “They come up to us
every day, so it’s like having a lit-
tle brother or sister running up to
you.”

It’s more that just a warm
fuzzy.

That interaction helps time
pass, helps distinguish the good

guys from the bad, and could help
the future of Iraq, according to
mental health professionals and
the servicemembers themselves.

“I think it gives Marines and
soldiers something meaningful to
do other than fighting. For the
most part, [They’re] only fighting
a small percentage of their time
here,” said Army Reserve Capt.
Michael Brand, a clinical social
worker with the 1908th Combat
Stress Control Detachment.
Brand is also an assistant profes-
sor at the University of Oklahoma
Health Sciences Center, College
of Public Health.

“It also reinforces the big pic-
ture — the mission, which is to lib-
erate and improve the quality of
life in Iraq,” he said.

Servicemembers give a more
simplistic reason for interacting
with kids: to kill time.

“We do mess with the kids. It
helps pass the time more. It’s
something to do besides just sit-
ting here,” said Spc. Gary Hiatt,
with the 89th Military Police Bri-
gade in Baghdad.

Children coming by to sell
things and hang around are the
only entertainment for soldiers
waiting by their vehicles in the In-
ternational Zone between patrols.

Servicemembers say they don’t
put much thought into the interac-
tion. Their families might send
gifts to give out to the kids. But
many say they don’t feel com-
pelled to help because of guilt or
because their commands tell
them to.

“It’s just for kicks,” Hiatt said.
“We’re bored, there’s nothing
else to do.”

Out on patrols, the interaction
can serve a greater purpose.

Children have informed sol-
diers and Marines about weapons
caches. They’ve helped tear down
anti-coalition posters in Baghdad.

“Sometimes, they’ll help us
with stuff. A lot of them like to do
things for you,” said Sgt. Nathan
Melton, with the 2nd Battalion,
162nd Infantry Regiment with
the Oregon National Guard serv-
ing in Baghdad.

“I think getting out and having
[humanitarian assistance] interac-
tion helps distinguish between av-
erage folks and the bad guys,”
Brand said.

For servicemembers angry
about some of their experiences
here, interacting with children
can dissipate the anger, he said.

“It’s weird. Initially we’re out

there holding security, trying to
be a hard target,” said Meinhold.
“We don’t want to drop our
guard. But the kids will run right
up to us and start talking to us im-
mediately. They have faces that
you just can’t say no to.”

Servicemembers say the chil-
dren can get out of hand or
mouthy, but they also can be en-
dearing.

“They’ve impressed us.
They’re tough. That’s one thing
I’ve noticed,” Melton said.

The soldiers also know the posi-
tive interaction helps build sup-
port for coalition forces.

“When they grow up,” said Pfc.
Jimmie Frost, with the 89th MPs,
“they may not hate us.”

E-mail Juliana Gittler at:

gittlerj@pstripes.osd.mil

BY JULIANA GITTLER

Stars and Stripes

LSA ANACONDA, Iraq — Every time a
convoy returns to the base, Capt. Michael
DeLaughter gets nervous.

“Every time I have a convoy on the road,
they’re shot at or something is blown up
against them,” he said.

As the 7th Transportation Battalion’s
maintenance officer, DeLaughter is respon-
sible for about 1,500 vehicles. As roadside
attacks intensified, it’s been his job to help
create ways to guard against them.

Most of the battalion’s convoys are pro-
tected by trucks — vehicles with no armor-
ing. And unlike the thousands of armored
kits added to Humvees across Iraq, the
Army hasn’t supplied armoring kits for the
battalion’s trucks.

“We’re not going to wait for them,” De-
Laughter said. “On any given day, I can
have up to 300 trucks on the road. It’s our
soldiers that are on the road.

“This is a truck drivers’ war, unfortu-
nately.”

In his small plywood office inside the
maintenance area, pieces of battered and
punctured steel fill the walls. They demon-
strate some of the techniques his unit em-
ploys to protect its vehicles.

One sharp dented triangle is proving the
most effective, a ballistic steel called
Armox designed to stop small arms
rounds.

But DeLaughter doesn’t just take any-
one’s word, he said. “We always have [ex-
plosive ordnance disposal teams] go out
and shoot at it.”

His battalion has attached more than
$80,000 worth of Armox to its vehicles this
year.

In Al-Asad this April, a Humvee with an
Armox gunner’s box rolled over a land
mine, DeLaughter said. The Humvee was

mangled, but the intact box — and the sol-
diers in it — survived.

A photo of the wreck sits on the office
wall, with a collage of other mangled and
wrecked vehicle images. Never wasteful,
they reused the shattered Humvee’s
Armox box on another vehicle, DeLaugh-
ter said.

“It is helping, it’s there for a purpose,”
said Spc. Scott LaClair, one of two soldiers
working in the 7th Transportation’s armor-
ing shop called the Skunk Werks.

“You see in the trucks that come in after
being hit by an IED how it worked. It defi-
nitely makes it worthwhile,” LaClair said.

LaClair and his coworker, Staff Sgt.

Doug Stenberg, are truck drivers for the
New Hampshire National Guard and weld-
ers in their civilian lives. For that experi-
ence, they were selected for the Skunk
Werks.

As truck drivers, they can appreciate the
need for armor. The battalion has lost eight
soldiers to convoy attacks this year. A
ninth is missing.

A transportation soldier was killed in a
convoy attack Wednesday, 10 miles from
base. His unit was pulling supplies on a flat-
bed trailer.

“Each [improvement] kind of builds up
your confidence a little. This stuff has been
tested,” LaClair said. “Deep down, every-
one knows it’s there.”

Confidence builder

Members of the 724th Transportation
Company have driven trucks and Hum-
vees with and without added armor.

Their Humvees now have add-on armor
kits and Armox in areas where the kits
don’t protect.

“It restricts your movement but it’s
safe,” said Spc. Craig McDermott, a gun-
ner and driver with the 1st Platoon, the
Bulldogs. “I haven’t had a bullet come
through yet.”

But the Skunk Werks inventors aren’t
resting on their laurels.

As vehicles were increasingly attacked
by roadside explosives this year, DeLaugh-
ter’s team went a step further.

Armox stops bullets, but as a hard steel,
it can crack under the pressure of impro-
vised explosive blasts.

This summer, two sailors attached to the
Skunk Werks — both with experience
working on heavy armored ship hulls —
suggested an improvement. They added a
layer of soft steel to the Armox to with-
stand the blast pressure, with rubber in be-
tween.

The EOD crew proved it worked against
small arms and explosives. They called it
dreadnought, named after early 20th-centu-
ry armored warships. A dreadnought gun-
ner’s box now adorns the back of most of
the battalion’s gun trucks.

The trucks are evolving in other ways.
The battalion’s communications unit is cre-
ating radios that allow the crew to commu-
nicate amid the clamor of battle.

At Skunk Werks, the vehicles may lack
elegance, but they’re designed to work.

“It’s handmade, the seams might not
match,” DeLaughter said. “But we have
given [soldiers] the best protection possi-
ble.”

E-mail Juliana Gittler at:

gittlerj@pstripes.osd.mil

JULIANA GITTLER/Stars and Stripes

Pfc. Jimmie Frost, Spc. Daniel Buff and Spc. Gary Hiatt with the 89th

Military Police Brigade in Baghdad encourages Ahmed, an Iraqi boy

who visits with soldiers, to pose like a body builder. Many of the kids in

the International Zone wear T-shirts given to them by troops.

JULIANA GITTLER/Stars and Stripes

Spc. Scott LaClair, a welder and maintenance technician for the 7th Transportation Battal-

ion’s Skunk Werks, holds a piece of Armox ballistic steel shot up by Explosive Ordnance

Disposal soldiers at Anaconda. The only hole was shot seven times in the same spot.

Troops find humility in interactions with Iraqi children

Improvements in armor boosts confidence
Skunk Werks armor shop helps soldiers by making better protection for U.S. vehicles
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BY MICHAEL POWELL

The Washington Post

LONDONDERRY, N.H.

S
hona Emery, short and
blond, a mother of four
whose youngest most
often sleeps curled beside

her in bed, wakes up at 1:40 a.m.
and pads to the computer. She
taps out an instant message to her
husband, Jesse.

“Hey babe.”
Jesse’s answer pops up two sec-

onds later on her screen. “Hey
babe. I am leaving for the airport
in 5 minutes.”

“Cool. Running a little late?”
“I got delayed already, car

bomb near the front gate of the
airbase. It’s clear now though.”

“Great.”
“I love you,” he writes.
“Love you,” she responds. “Be

safe.”
“I will,” he writes, “I will.”
Shona’s life plays like that now.

She drops the kids off at school,
hauls groceries at Shaw’s Super-
market, and handles the play date
and soccer game and break-
fast-lunch-dinner regimen. Then
she catches a snatch of AM radio
or cable news and hears about an-
other soldier killed and she sucks
in her breath and waits to hear
whether the attack occurred near
her husband’s base.

Her feel for the geography of
Iraq matches that of a long-haul

truck driver from Basra. Her hus-
band is a corrections officer who
now lives in the 110-degree heat
of the Iraqi desert. He rides shot-
gun on the truck convoys that cut
across the horizon like video-
game targets for jihadi snipers
and roadside bombers.

New Hampshire ranks second
per capita in the percentage of Na-
tional Guard members serving in
Iraq. These soldiers — diesel me-
chanics, auto-parts managers and
school counselors — have left be-
hind families in states — such as
New Jersey and Pennsylvania
and Wisconsin — that are divided
with almost mathematical preci-
sion between Republican and
Democrat, hawk and dove, Presi-
dent Bush and John F. Kerry. The
families may or may not swing an
election. But there is little doubt
where most stand. Polls show that
two-thirds of them favor Bush.

Shona is no different. She may
absorb a grim vision of war in her
early-morning electronic ex-
changes with her husband, but
she remains a ready vote for
Bush, even if Jesse does another
tour.

“My husband’s a hunter and a
warrior,” she says. “He’s totally
pro-Bush.”

Shona works the home front,
along with her friends Dawn Cam-
eron, Laura Robischeau and Jen-
nifer Rowan. They are war wives
with 12 children among them, and
they gathered one afternoon last
week at the Robischeau home, in
the Merrimack River valley. A vis-
itor is instructed to look for the
12-foot-wide American flag con-
structed of red- white-and-blue
plastic cups in the front yard.
Four vans are parked outside with
a dozen yellow ribbons affixed.

Their conversation winds
through gales of laughter and
chatter before turning to the war.
They keep careful track of the
New Hampshire men killed in ac-
tion; their dread is that an official
military car might pull up in their

driveway. Shona’s and Laura’s hus-
bands have gone temporarily deaf
in one ear from the concussive ex-
plosions of roadside bombs.

“Do I get nervous?” asked Jen-
nifer, a former soldier and a real-
ist. “Am I ever not nervous?”

Laura leans forward on her
couch. “You wake up in the morn-
ing and you pray your husband
made it through the night. Is he
eating? Is he sleeping? Is my guy
OK?”

In a society where income and
stock options often rule, these
women measure their work-
ing-class men by a different stan-
dard: They answered their coun-
try’s call.

“When 9/11 came, I knew he
was following his heart,” Shona
says. “He re-enlisted in the mid-
dle of us having two kids.”

Says Jennifer: “My husband
was born to be a soldier. That’s
why I fell in love. Love him to
death. Obsessed.”

The connective tissue of the
modern world makes for a curi-
ously intimate war. Shona and
Dawn instant-message or e-mail
their husbands, sometimes sever-
al times a day. Laura talks on the
satellite phone. The connection is
immediate and intense, and when
they hang up no one knows their
anxiety. Not the clerk at the
Grand Union, not their neighbors,
not their aunts and uncles.

“I’ve got friends who say to me,
‘Oh, I know how you feel,’ ”
Shona says. “And I want to
scream: ‘Oh, no, you don’t!’ ”

Laura nods. A few weeks back,
the kids were screaming and the
microwave was spinning and
there was homework to be done
and the phone rang and her hus-
band, Dion, was on the line and
she knew something was up. Two
mortar shells had landed near
him — shrapnel had pierced his
shirt, his ears were ringing.

“The first thing he asks me is:
‘Baby, how much do you want to
know?’ ” Laura says. “I never
know how to answer that.”

One recent Saturday, Shona
messaged her husband: “In my
eyes, Kerry really blew the de-
bate. Bush is not so articulate but

I actually think it brings him
more down to earth and makes
him more believable.”

He wrote back: “Yeah, when he
talks, he talks from the heart.”

Shona gave a speech when
Bush came to New Hampshire
and Pease Air National Guard
Base this month. Her view of the
war’s progress is not as sunny as
Bush’s — her man takes too much
incoming fire to see victory in the
offing. But that’s OK.

“People laughed at Ronald Re-
agan for fight-
ing the Cold
War,” Shona
says. “We won’t
beat the terror-
ists in one
year.”

Jennifer lis-
tens and nods.
“If it takes
three, four, five
years over
there, get the
job done,” she
says. “I’d rather
have my hus-
band fight than
my children.”

There are
voices of dissent. Martha Jo Mc-
Carthy and her husband, Ryan,
cleaned homes and scrimped for
years. Last October, they bought
a home in Wakefield, a town
tucked along New Hampshire’s
eastern border. A few months
later, Ryan, 31, flew with his Na-
tional Guard artillery unit to Iraq.

He was assigned to military po-
lice duty at a prison. His e-mails
to Martha Jo talk about 115-de-
gree temperatures and dehydra-
tion and getting shot at. Nothing
he writes smacks of victory. “No
one is going to die from the heat
but it sure is hell,” he writes. “We
heard firing Sunday night but we
always hear firing.”

Martha Jo has a yellow ribbon
on her car and war wives to talk
with when her skin starts to
crawl. But her car also bears a
sticker that says: “My Husband is
Protecting Dick Cheney’s Stock
Price, Not Freedom.” She has spo-
ken at rallies for Kerry. “Ryan
and I felt like going to Afghani-

stan was about protecting free-
dom,” she says. “But Iraq? We’ve
turned it into a breeding ground
for terror, casualties have gone
up since the handover. ... It
doesn’t take a rocket scientist to
see it’s going terribly.”

The question lingers unspoken.
Will the husband who comes
home be the same guy who left?
The wives had a trial run a few
weeks ago, when their husbands
got a two-week leave in the
States. One husband drove

through Lon-
donderry look-
ing side to side
for bombs. Ryan
McCarthy
cranked up the
heat in the Jeep
until it was 85 de-
grees in Octo-
ber.

“In one way, it
was like riding a
bike — it was
sooooo easy to
be back with
him,” Martha Jo
McCarthy says.
“But Ryan was
blasting that

heat. He was a little angry, too. He
did a lot of venting.”

Back in Londonderry, Shona
and Laura, Dawn and Jennifer
talk about the day their husbands
will return for good, about pack-
ing tents and beer coolers and sun-
tan lotion and going on a “wicked
awesome” vacation together.

Their men have served nearly
a year in Iraq and will remain
through next summer. The
two-week leave was fine, but also
a tease. A soldier cannot unwind
from a war in two weeks.

“When Dion came home,”
Laura says, “he just sat in that
hammock with his beer.”

Jennifer nodded. “My husband
had a little issue with driving. His
eyes went back and forth like
crazy.”

Shona hoisted her young daugh-
ter over her head. “Jesse had an
issue with crowds,” she says.
“And he wouldn’t unpack his duf-
fel bag. He just kept it by his bed.
He said this war isn’t over yet.”

For National Guard wives, election hits home

MICHAEL POWELL, WASHINGTON POST/LATWP

From left, friends Laura Robischeau, Jennifer Rowan, Dawn Cameron and Shona Emery of Londonderry,

N.H., all have husbands who are serving overseas. National Guard families may or may not swing an election,

but polls show that two-thirds of them favor President Bush.

I’ve got friends

who say to me,

‘Oh, I know how

you feel.’ And I

want to scream:

‘Oh, no, you

don’t!’

Shona Emery
Wife of National

Guardsman serving in Iraq
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BAGHDAD — Witnesses said
Saturday that Iraqi forces opened
fire on six vehicles, including
three minibuses, after a U.S. con-
voy came under attack in a cen-
tral Iraqi town south of Baghdad,
killing or injuring more than a
dozen people.

Eyewitnesses speaking to Asso-
ciated Press Television News
said an American convoy was at-
tacked early Saturday near the
town of Haswa, about 25 miles
south of the capital.

After the U.S. troops pulled out,
Iraqi police and National Guard
arrived on the scene. Witnesses
said Iraqi troops opened fire ran-
domly and used hand grenades,
hitting three minibuses and three
trucks.

The U.S. military had no imme-
diate response.

Doctor Abdul Razzaq al-Jana-
bi, director of Iskandariyah Gen-
eral Hospital, said 14 people were
killed and 10 others injured.

More wounded were taken to
other hospitals.

Al-Janabi said some of the vic-
tims told him three improvised ex-
plosive devices detonated against
the U.S. convoy.

The area is a major insurgent
hotspot where ambushes and at-
tacks against U.S. and Iraqi forc-
es are common.

APTN footage showed bloody,
dead bodies riddled with bullet

holes inside the buses and on the
street.

Blood and gas was trickling un-
derneath the vehicles. Empty bul-
let cases were also scattered
around.

An APTN cameraman saw at
least 18 bodies, while witnesses
said there were more than 20 peo-
ple killed in the incident.

The footage also showed the
morgue of Iskandariyah Hospital
packed with bodies stacked on
top of each other.

Witnesses said police also
broke into the Osama bin Zayd
mosque in the same area and de-
tained its cleric and two guards.

In Baghdad Saturday, Moham-
med Bashar al-Faydhi, a spokes-
man for the influential Associa-
tion of Muslim Scholars, called
for a government investigation
into “this massacre because it is a
big disaster that the Iraqi police-
men are carrying out such
crimes.”

Witnesses: Iraqi forces
fired on civilian vehicles
Dozens left injured or killed south of Baghdad

Report: Contractor from Georgia killed in Iraq

COLUMBUS, Ga. — A former sheriff’s deputy who friends said quit
his job to join a security consulting firm so he could help out in Iraq
was killed in a car bomb attack, reports said.

Travis Schnoor, 39, a former Army Ranger at Fort Benning, died
Wednesday after the vehicle in which he was riding flipped over after
hitting an improvised explosive device near Abu Ghraib, about 20
miles west of Baghdad, the Columbus Ledger-Enquirer reported.

Schnoor’s wife, Alyce, and 9-year-old son, Tristan, were notified by
Muscogee County sheriff’s deputies, the newspaper said.

Schnoor was a former bomb technician with the department.

From The Associated Press

The Associated Press

As of Friday, Oct. 29, 2004, at
least 1,111 members of the U.S.
military have died since the be-
ginning of the Iraq war in
March 2003, according to an As-
sociated Press count. At least
848 died as a result of hostile ac-
tion, according to the Defense
Department.

The figures include three mili-
tary civilians.

The AP count is four higher
than the Defense Department’s
tally, last updated Friday at 10
a.m. EDT.

The British military has re-
ported 67 deaths; Italy, 19; Po-
land, 13; Spain, 11; Ukraine,
nine; Bulgaria, seven; Slovakia,
three; Estonia, Thailand and the
Netherlands, two each; and Den-
mark, El Salvador, Hungary

and Latvia have reported one
death each.

Since May 1, 2003, when Pres-
ident Bush declared that major
combat operations in Iraq had
ended, 973 U.S. military mem-
bers have died, according to
AP’s count. That includes at
least 739 deaths resulting from
hostile action, according to the
military’s numbers.

The latest death reported by
the military:

� No deaths reported.
The latest identification re-

ported by the South Carolina Na-
tional Guard:

� Army Staff Sgt. Jerome
Lemon, 42, North Charleston,
S.C.; killed Wednesday when his
convoy was ambushed; as-
signed to the 1052nd Transporta-
tion Company, Army National
Guard, Kingstree, S.C.

U.S. deaths in Iraq

... [I]t is a big

disaster that the

Iraqi policemen

are carrying out

such crimes.

Mohammed

Bashar al-Faydhi

Association of Muslim

Scholars spokesman
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BY SAM AMRHEIN

Stars and Stripes

As a result of the Pentagon’s on-
going efforts to get the influenza
vaccine to deployed troops and
high-risk individuals, there is a
chance of a “low flu season,” the
Department of Defense’s top
health official said recently.

Dr. William Winkenwerder,
the assistant secretary of defense
for health affairs, said the short-
age of flu shots is “a very manage-
able problem, a very manageable
situation,” according to a news re-
lease from American Forces
Press Service.

Although the military has re-
ceived only 60 percent of the sup-
ply it requested, the military
should be able to manage the situ-
ation without any difficulty,
Winkenwerder said in the re-
lease.

In Europe, Army medical offi-
cials have received very little of
the vaccine so far, but will make
every effort to make sure troops
and high-risk indi-
viduals are taken
care of, said Cyn-
thia Vaughn,
spokeswoman for
the European Re-
gional Medical
Center.

“The vaccines
we have received
so far were sent
downrange,”
Vaughn said in a
telephone inter-
view Saturday. “And the vaccines

that we expect to receive in No-

vember will be given to soldiers

who are expected to deploy.”

But, Vaughn said, as soon as
more of the vaccine becomes
available, the medical command
would let high-risk individuals

know where they can go to get

vaccinated.

“We will be putting out informa-

tion at the hospital, at the clinics,

and in the news media to let them
know the vaccine is available,”
Vaughn said. “We will identify
who they are and let them know

where they can get
(the shot).”

According to the
Centers for Disease
Control and Preven-
tion, high-risk indi-
viduals are children
ages 6 months to 2
years, adults older
than 65, pregnant
women and anyone
with underlying
health conditions.
The CDC estimates

that 84.9 million people fall into

the high-risk category.

The CDC also suggests health

care workers and those caring for

children younger than 6 months
receive the flu shot, bringing the
total number of vaccines needed
to 98.2 million, according to the
CDC Web site.

The CDC estimates about 58
million doses of the vaccine will
be available this flu season.

Because of the shortage, DOD
health officials have started a
campaign to help prevent the
spread of the disease. In the news
release, Winkenwerder men-
tioned preventive practices such
as washing hands frequently and
covering up when coughing or
sneezing.

If a person feels sick, he said,
“don’t come to work. Don’t
spread an illness.”

E-mail Sam Amrhein at:
amrheins@mail.estripes.osd.mil

BY JASON CHUDY

Stars and Stripes

The Army’s Chief of Staff re-
cently announced its 2004 Supply
Excellence Award winners, with
Europe-based units winning near-
ly half of the active-duty catego-
ries.

An additional six units took ei-
ther runners-up or honorable
mention honors.

The Headquarters and Head-
quarters Company of the Supply
Support Activity for the 22nd
Area Support Group in Vicenza,
Italy, took a first-place award in
its category — a supply support
activity with small staffing and
equipment.

The award is its second
first-place award in the past three
years, according to the unit’s ac-
countable officer, Chief Warrant
Officer Jorge Mercado.

“The philosophy here is if we
do the right thing year-round,
we’ll only have to make minor ad-
justments here and there,” Merca-
do said.

“We try to exceed the perfor-
mance standards, to go above and
beyond … instead of just waiting
for an inspection.”

Mercado said that his unit is
made up of 14 Italian civilians
and four soldiers.

Other winners were:

� 11th Signal Detachment in
Mannheim, Germany.

� 222nd Base Support Battal-
ion in Baumholder, Germany.

� Company D, 701st Main Sup-
port Battalion, in Kitzingen, Ger-
many.

Runners-up were the 70th
Transportation Company and
95th Military Police Battalion in
Mannheim; 26th Quartermaster
Supply and Service Company in
Hanau, Germany; and the 80th
Area Support Group Augmenta-
tion in Chievres, Belgium.

In addition, the Southern Eu-
rope Task Force Augmentation
Unit in Vicenza, an Army Re-
serve unit, was named a run-
ner-up in its category, and the
Headquarters and Headquarters
Detachment, 202nd Military Po-
lice Group in Mannheim received
an honorable mention.

Winners received plaques from
Army Chief of Staff Gen. Peter
Schoomaker during a ceremony
in Washington D.C.

Evaluations for next year’s
awards program begin next
month and runs through March
2005.

E-mail Jason Chudy at:
chudyj@mail.estripes.osd.mil

Reduced calling card rates

The Army and Air Force Exchange Service will offer reduced
calling card rates from Nov. 24 to Jan. 5 for soldiers calling home
while deployed to Iraq and Afghanistan.

The AAFES 550 unit prepaid phone card rates will be 19 centers
per minute, a discount of 6 cents on calling cards purchased down-
range.

Rates for cards purchased outside of Iraq or Afghanistan also
will be discounted at 21 cents per minute, a savings of 7 cents per
minute.

The cards cost $35 at Operation Enduring Freedom and Opera-
tion Iraqi Freedom AAFES outlets, and $39 at AAFES outlets out-
side of those theaters.

From staff reports

Official: Flu-shot shortage ‘manageable’
Army promises to take care of troops, high-risk patients in Europe

Vichenza unit wins
Armywide award

The vaccines we have received so far

were sent downrange. And the

vaccines that we expect to receive in

November will be given to soldiers

who are expected to deploy.

Cynthia Vaughn

spokeswoman for the European Regional Medical Center
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BY TOM RAUM

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The timing
of Osama bin Laden’s suggestion
that the United States could face
another terrorist attack hardly
seems coincidental, coming mere
days before the U.S. presidential
election. The political impact is
uncertain and cuts both ways.

It bolsters President Bush’s ar-
gument that the world is a danger-
ous place and plays to his
strength as commander in chief
in fighting the war on terror. But
it also underscores Democratic
Sen. John Kerry’s criticism of the
Republican incumbent for not
doing more to hunt down bin
Laden, vividly dramatizing that
the al Qaida leader still is very
much at large more than three
years after the attacks on the Unit-
ed States.

“Bush can remind people that
the war on terror is still on and
Senator Kerry can remind people
that Bush has the wrong priori-
ties by going after Saddam Hus-
sein instead of Osama bin
Laden,” said Ed Sarpolus, a non-
partisan Michigan pollster.

Bin Laden, in a videotape aired
Friday, took responsibility direct-
ly for the first time for the Sept.
11, 2001, terror attacks and men-
tioned both Bush and Kerry by
name. Reading a statement, the al
Qaida leader said the United
States can avoid another attack if
it stops threatening the security
of Muslims.

“Your security is not in the
hands of Kerry, Bush or al Qaida.

Your security is in your own
hands,” bin Laden said. “Each

state that does not mess with our
security has naturally guaranteed
its own security.”

The videotape set off a political
firestorm just four days before
the election, a contest in which
the war in Iraq and the broader
war on terror are major issues.

But political strategists had
mixed views on how the develop-
ment could affect the race — or
what bin Laden’s motivation may
have been.

“I think it’s a reminder to vot-
ers of Bush’s greatest failure as
commander in chief,” said Demo-
cratic strategist Jim Jordan, who
used to work for Kerry. “It re-
minds people that he’s at large,
and that Bush has had more than
three years to capture him.”

Furthermore, in an overt swipe
at Bush, bin Laden made specific
mention of Bush continuing to
read to kids in Florida while the
attacks were under way — a
scene documented in liberal film-
maker Michael Moore’s
anti-Bush film, “Fahrenheit
9/11.”

“It appeared to him (Bush) that
a little girl’s talk about her goat
and its butting was more impor-
tant than the planes and their butt-
ing of the skyscrapers. That gave
us three times the required time
to carry out the operations, thank
God,” bin Laden said in the tape.

Republican consultants and
some independent analysts sug-
gested that the bin Laden tape,
and its express criticism of Bush,
could touch off a
rally-around-the-president effect
so close to the election.

BY CALVIN WOODWARD

AND DEB RIECGMANN

The Associated Press

GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. —
President Bush and Sen. John
Kerry charged into a sharp final
round of argument Saturday over
which one can best fight global
terrorism, the import of their de-
bate underscored by Osama bin
Laden’s sudden reappearance on
tape at “a time of great conse-
quence,” in the words of the presi-
dent.

“The person that sits in the
Oval Office will determine the out-
come of the war on terror and the
economy,” Bush told supporters
in Grand Rapids, Mich., after di-
recting his national security aides
to take any necessary steps in re-
sponse to the bin Laden tape.

Kerry was in the Midwest bat-
tleground states, too, campaign-
ing in Appleton, Wis., where he
pledged to “lead the world in
fighting a smarter, more effec-
tive, tougher, more strategic war
on terror.”

“We will make America safer,”

the Massachusetts senator said,
renewing his charges that Bush
was responsible for letting bin
Laden slip away and that the pres-
ident’s rush to war in Iraq had di-
verted need-
ed forces
from Afghan-
istan.

Vice Presi-
dent Dick
Cheney
made his
pitch in
Pennsylva-
nia, suggest-
ing that bin
Laden’s lat-
est message
underscores
the importance of staying focused

on the fight against terrorism.

“It is a contest we did not

choose, but it is one that we will

win,” Cheney told a cheering

crowd as he pressed his criticism

of Kerry’s stands on national secu-

rity.

The campaign back-and-forth

played out as the U.S. military in

Iraq announced that eight Ma-
rines were killed and nine wound-
ed in action Saturday in Anbar
province in west of Baghdad.

Bush held a videoconference
call with na-
tional securi-
ty adviser
Condoleezza
Rice and the
heads of the
CIA, FBI
and depart-
ments of Jus-
tice and
Homeland
Security.
White House
spokesman
Scott McClel-

lan said the president directed

them to make sure any necessary

action is taken with regard to the

tape.

McClellan did not say what

steps were being taken or contem-

plated. He played down the possi-

bility of the administration rais-

ing the threat advisory level, cur-

rently at “yellow,” or elevated,

for most of the country. He did
rule out Bush curtailing his cam-
paign schedule to deal with the
new video message.

The presidential candidates re-
sponded with reflexive gestures
of unity to the sight of America’s
deadly foe on video, but those
were swallowed up in the lunge
for advantage in the campaign’s
closing days.

Sen. John McCain, R-Ariz.,
campaigning for Bush in Connect-
icut, predicted Saturday that the
bin Laden message would give
the president a boost in the cam-
paign’s closing days by focusing
attention on terrorism.

“I think the undecideds are
going to go into the ballot booth
and vote on who they believe can
protect them the best,” McCain
said, maintaining that the answer
would be Bush.

Mike McCurry, an adviser to
Kerry, said the campaign has no
way of knowing what kind of ef-
fect the tape might have on the
election: “We’ll know on Tues-
day.”

McCurry also rejected the idea
that Kerry was using the tape for
political ends, disputing Republi-
can criticism and saying, “It’s
hard to imagine how they could
make that charge since he’s the
one that referenced the tape in
his vicious attack on Senator
Kerry last night.”

Kerry, for his part, hoped the
issue would play to his advantage,
pledging to defend the nation
ably as president, just as he did as
a young soldier in Vietnam.

On the videotape, bin Laden ex-
plicitly acknowledged responsibil-
ity for the Sept. 11, 2001, attacks
for the first time and told Ameri-
cans: “Your security is not in the
hands of Kerry or Bush or
al-Qaida. Your security is in your
own hands.”

After a day in Florida, Kerry
flew to Wisconsin to resume cam-
paigning in Midwestern battle-
grounds, where he and Bush
spent much of the week. Iowa and
Ohio were also on the Massachu-
setts senator’s plate Saturday;
Bush was stumping in Michigan,
Wisconsin and Minnesota before
capping the night in Orlando, Fla.

Kerry

ANALYSIS

New tape could influence
race, but it cuts both ways

Bin Laden tape refocuses candidates
Bush, Kerry argue over who can best fight global war on terrorism after new tape airs

IN THE STATES

Bush
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BY RANDOLPH E. SCHMID

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The Food and Drug Ad-
ministration agreed Friday to allow a drug
currently used against advanced breast can-
cer to be prescribed to prevent the disease
from recurring in women who have been
treated for early forms of the disease.

The agency approved the new use for letro-
zole, which can now be prescribed for post-
menopausal women who have finished five
years of treatment with tamoxifen.

The manufacturer, Novartis Pharmaceuti-
cals, sells the drug under the name Femara.

The daily tablet costs about $210 a month,
the company said.

The drug offers new therapy to about
100,000 women each year who complete
tamoxifen treatment for breast cancer, said
Dr. Diane Young, a Novartis vice president.

A clinical study of the drug showed it cut
the risk of recurrence by half.

More than 5,000 women in North America
and Europe participated in the study. They
had the most common form of breast cancer
and had completed the recommended five
years of tamoxifen treatment.

The women were given either letrozole or
a dummy pill. After nearly 2½ years, 132 of

those taking the placebo had a cancer recur-
rence compared to 75 of those on letrozole.
The study was stopped so women getting the
placebo could be switched to letrozole.

The hormone estrogen fuels the growth of
many breast cancers and can encourage a
dormant cancer to begin growing again.

Tamoxifen, which blocks estrogen from
connecting to cells, is recommended after
early breast cancer is treated with surgery
and chemotherapy. After five years or so the
body can become resistant, and until now, no
follow-up treatment has been available.
Letrozole also blocks the effects of estrogen.

Hot flashes and arthritis were the most
common side effects reported in the study.

FDA approves drug for early breast cancer

BY PAM EASTON

The Associated Press

HOUSTON — The NASA turbojet notorious-
ly known as the “vomit comet” for its use in
training astronauts for weightlessness made
its final flight Friday. A few among the two
dozen seasoned passengers aboard got sick.

“It’s inevitable,” test director John Yaniac
said.

NASA’s “Weightless Wonder” KC-135, a
four-engine turbojet, was more commonly
used by researchers to conduct experiments
in a zero-gravity environment.

Yaniac proudly told those who attended a
post-flight briefing that over the years, the
plane’s crew had cleaned up at least 285 gal-
lons of vomit.

“They are there to do the research in the mi-
crogravity environment so if it means clean-
ing up a little bit of vomit then so be it, we do
it,” Yaniac said of researchers who conduct
experiments as the plane climbs and dives.

Everyone aboard the plane carries a “sick
bag” in their flight suit; plastic bags are avail-
able to lock away the odor, said Donn Sicko-
rez, who coordinates college students who con-
duct experiments aboard the plane.

“It’s just not a big deal,” said Sickorez, who
was ill his first time up. “The point is to enjoy it
and get good scientific data and not to feel bad.”

The KC-135’s final flight lasted almost
three hours and made 50 of the steep climbs
and dives it used to achieve between 20 and
30 seconds of weightlessness at a time.

During the flight, researchers evaluated tile
repair tools in a zero-gravity environment.

Two astronauts assigned to the next shuttle
mission, Steve Robinson and Soichi Noguchi,
were among about two dozen aboard.

NASA got two KC-135s from the military,
which originally used the aircraft for cargo
and refueling. The first KC-135 — used in the
movie “Apollo 13” — was retired in 2000 and
is on permanent display at Ellington Field, not
far from the Johnson Space Center.

The final KC-135 will have its usable parts
sold off and be placed in permanent storage in
Arizona. It will be replaced by a C-9 aircraft
next year.

Yaniac said since the second KC-135’s first
flight in 1995, more than 2,000 students and
460 college teams have conducted experi-
ments on board.

“We’re a laboratory just like any other labo-

ratory at JSC,” he said. “We just have to go
into the sky to do it.”

The aircraft made its final landing at Elling-
ton Field late Friday afternoon, where it was
greeted by two Air Force fire engines. With
their lights going, the fire trucks escorted the
plane down the runway. They pulled ahead as
the aircraft approached Hangar 990 and then
opened their water hoses, spraying an arch of
water over the plane as it completed its final
voyage.

“It’s the end of an era,” Yaniac added. “It’s
the closing of one door and the opening of an-
other.”

Some traditions won’t stop, however. The
first person to vomit in the C-9 will probably
get “a little plaque — all in good fun, of
course,” Yaniac said.

BY ANDREW WELSH-HUGGINS

The Associated Press

COLUMBUS, Ohio — A federal appeals
court Friday blocked the Republicans
from contesting more than 20,000 voter reg-
istrations in Ohio before Election Day.

The 6th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals in
Cincinnati turned down several GOP ap-
peals of a lower court judge’s order that
stopped hearings on the contested registra-
tions.

The action could mean the hearings
might never take place, since they must be
held within two days of the election, the Re-
publicans said. The lower court judge was
considering whether to make her tempo-
rary order permanent, and decided to re-
sume taking evidence Monday.

Ohio Attorney General Jim Petro and
the Ohio Republican Party said they would
not pursue any further appeals.

Republicans say some of the voter regis-
trations may be fraudulent, because mail
sent to some of the new voters came back
undelivered. Democrats say the GOP is try-
ing to keep poor and minorities, who move
more often, from voting.

“We are very concerned that the Demo-
cratic Party is, lawsuit by lawsuit, trying to
dismantle the safeguards in Ohio election
law,” said Mark Weaver, Ohio Republican
Party legal counsel.

David Sullivan, voter protection coordi-
nator for the state Democratic Party, wel-
comed the appeals court ruling, saying it
“clearly shows that this kind of scattershot,
broad-net, take-a-guess kind of challenge
is not going to be successful and is going to
be slapped down pretty hard by a court
that looks at it.”

Polls show President Bush and Sen.
John Kerry are running even in Ohio. No
Republican has ever been elected presi-
dent without winning Ohio; only two Demo-
crats have done so in 100 years.

The GOP originally challenged about
35,000 voters, but withdrew about 7,500 of
those challenges because of mistakes.
County elections boards threw out hun-
dreds more. Few registrations have been
rejected.

Also Friday, Secretary of State Kenneth
Blackwell, Ohio’s top elections official,
said he wants thousands of election wit-
nesses who can question voters’ identities
excluded from polling places.

He told state attorneys to make that rec-
ommendation in federal court.

Petro immediately declined, saying the
request was illegal.

“Neither the secretary of state nor I can
negotiate away the legal rights of Ohio citi-
zens,” Petro said in a statement.

Blackwell and Petro, both Republicans,
are both candidates for governor in 2006.

Democrats and Republicans have signed
up thousands of polling place witnesses.

Dan Trevas, a spokesman for the Ohio
Democratic Party, said the state party sup-
ported the idea of removing the witnesses
“if this makes the process run more
smoothly.”

A black couple in Cincinnati has sued to
stop Republican poll representatives in
Hamilton County, arguing that the GOP is
deploying most challengers in precincts
with large numbers of black voters. A fed-
eral judge in that case told lawyers to be
ready to conclude arguments Sunday.

Cheney threatened

GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. — A
man was charged Friday with mak-
ing a threat against the life of Vice
President Dick Cheney during his
campaign visit to Michigan, the
U.S. attorney’s office said.

Homer O. Shoup Jr. of Way-
land made the threats in a 911
call Friday morning, U.S. Attor-
ney Margaret Chiara said.

Before making the 911 call,
Shoup dropped off at Grand Rap-
ids station WOOD-TV a videotape
and letters that explained his
plan, Chiara said.

Shoup remained in custody and
was scheduled to appear in U.S.
District Court in Grand Rapids on
Sunday morning. He faces up to
five years in prison if convicted.

Heinz records ruling

NORRISTOWN, Pa. — A judge
on Friday ordered the unsealing
of court records in a 1994 lawsuit
by Teresa Heinz Kerry and her
sons in the airplane crash that
killed her first husband, U.S. Sen.
H. John Heinz III.

The judge ruled that nearly all
documents related to the case
should be made public by Mon-
day.

Attorneys for the Heinz family
and estate appealed, and the state
Supreme Court granted Heinz
Kerry’s attorneys a stay that
would keep the file closed until
the court can review their appeal.

Philadelphia Newspapers Inc.
petitioned to have the records un-
sealed, arguing that Heinz Kerry
could become first lady and the
records might contain informa-
tion in which the public might
have an interest.

‘American Idol’ class

RALEIGH, N.C. — Clay Aiken
sang his way to a runner-up finish
on the television show “American
Idol.” Last season, fellow North
Carolinian Fantasia Barrino won
a lucrative recording contract by
claiming the title.

The University of North Caroli-
na at Charlotte will now cement
the show’s legacy in the state by
offering an academic course
about the TV show.

Beginning in January, students
at UNCC will earn three credit
hours for the class “Examining
‘American Idol’ Through Musical
Critique.”

From The Associated Press

NASA’s ‘vomit
comet’ makes
final landing

AP

The NASA KC-135 “Weightless Wonder,” also known as the “vomit comet,” lands at Ellington

Field in Houston on Friday, after its last training flight. Used for astronauts’ weightlessness

training, the aircraft is being retired after logging more than 200 hours of weightlessness.

Republicans had sought to contest registrations in swing state

Court blocks GOP voter challenges in Ohio
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BY JEFF DOUGLAS

The Associated Press

KANSAS CITY, Mo. — As the
legend goes, St. Mary’s Episcopal
Church is haunted by the ghost of
Father Henry David Jardine, a
19th century priest whose foot-
steps still echo throughout the
Gothic-style sanctuary.

On the eve of Halloween, St.
Mary’s will try to separate fact
from fiction by bringing together
the ghostly tales and historical
documents about Jardine’s life,
which has been shrouded for
years in mystery and intrigue.

“He is quite a legend. And
sometimes it’s hard to know what
to believe,” said Todd Chenault,
the unofficial church historian
who organized Saturday’s
$45-a-plate dinner. The event will
feature fake fog and music from
the church’s 30-foot organ.

Chenault, 45,
who has gone to
St. Mary’s all his
life, remembers
trading spooky
stories about Jar-
dine with his fellow Sunday
school students in the 1960s. As
an adult, however, he has worked
to get the true story about the
priest.

Rumor has it that Jardine
killed himself in the church’s
third-story living area and was
buried in a basement vault. Not
true, Chenault said.

Old newspaper clippings show
Jardine died in 1886 in St. Louis,
not Kansas City. St. Mary’s does
have a tomb, but the downtown
parish that Jardine commis-
sioned was not finished until
months after his death. The stig-
ma of suicide kept him from ever
resting in the crypt, which in-
stead holds boxes of cereal and
canned goods for the needy.

On more than one occasion,
Chenault says, he has heard foot-
steps shuffling from behind the
organ. When he was a child,
Christmas trees fell off ledges
near the instrument for no rea-
son, year after year.

“Have I heard things? Yes, plen-
ty of times,” Chenault said.
“Have I seen any ghosts? No,
never.”

According to church archives,
from 1879 to 1886 Jardine in-
creased St. Mary’s membership,
created a hospital and schools for
children.

Betty Herndon, who will help
lead the Saturday event billed as
“The Historic Haunting,” said
many church members during
Jardine’s time praised his empha-
sis on old Roman Catholic ways,
but others were not as accepting.
Influential members spread ru-
mors, hoping for his resignation,
Herndon said.

Jardine also was accused of
misusing parish funds, drug use
and immoral behavior with
young church girls. The scandal
prompted the priest to file a libel
suit against a former editor of
The Kansas City Times, John
Shea. Jardine lost the case.

“It was a kangaroo court; wit-
nesses made out-
rageous claims
with no evidence.
You name it,”
said Chenault,
who said he re-

viewed court documents from the
lawsuit.

Jardine then traveled to St.
Louis, where his priesthood was
revoked. Days before he was
scheduled to contest the decision,
he was found dead. In his hands,
according to newspaper ac-
counts, were a crucifix and rag
soaked in chloroform.

Herndon said Jardine common-
ly inhaled the toxic drug to ease
facial muscle spasms, so his
death might have been acciden-
tal. He said few believed Jardine
committed suicide or the allega-
tions that came before. Arriving
by train, Jardine’s casket was cov-
ered in black cloth and his congre-
gation came to view it.

Church archives show St.
Mary’s buried the priest a day
later on unconsecrated ground
for $88. The funeral precession
stretched for more than a mile.

Over the past 100 years, Jar-
dine’s remains have been ex-
humed and moved three times,
most recently in 2000 to return
his remains to St. Mary’s. His
ashes rest by the organ, under the
church’s high altar.

BY RICK CALLAHAN

The Associated Press

INDIANAPOLIS — Many
teens, and some a bit older, will
be spending this Halloween vis-
iting a creepy, ghoul-filled
haunted house, or watching a
gory, horror flick. They’ll say
they love to shiver in fear and
scream in terror.

Or do they? Researchers say
it’s actually the adrenaline rush
— and the wave of relief once
the fright is over — that makes
being scared so much fun.

Glenn Sparks, a Purdue Uni-
versity professor, said the eu-
phoria people feel when the
credits roll or they finally leave
a house of horrors is what keeps
them coming back — even if
they absolutely hated the experi-
ence.

“People come away from
these movies oftentimes feeling
really happy and relieved that
the horror is over,” said Sparks,
who studies people’s attraction
to the macabre.

“They remember that they
felt good and so they say, ‘Oh
yeah, I like scary movies.’ But
it’s not that they really like
being scared. They just felt good
afterward.”

Sparks said that natural,
adrenaline-induced high often
lingers long enough to supplant
moviegoers’ memories of cring-
ing in their seats with a favor-
able recollection of the experi-
ence.

Indianapolis eighth-grader
Ross Dougherty says he likes
haunted houses, especially
when a ghoul “pops out of the

dark and freaks you out.”
But it’s horror films that are the

13-year-old’s passion.
“They’re cool because they

have gore and fighting and sur-
prises. You know something’s
going to happen,” Dougherty
said.

He recently treated himself to
the “Dawn of the Dead” remake
and was delighted as the zom-
bie-like dead dined on a group of
people barricaded in a shopping
mall.

Dougherty says he’s never had
nightmares from these movies,
but admits to being a bit rattled
by eerie scenes in the film
“Sleepy Hollow.”

Sparks says that for men and
boys, in particular, the attrac-
tion of horror movies, haunted
houses and other unsettling ex-
periences is the ability to con-
quer something that seems
threatening, even though it
poses no real harm.

In surveys he’s done over the
years with Purdue students
shown horror films such as
“The Exorcist,” the students
split into one of three camps
when questioned afterward.

A third of the students say
they enjoyed the film and want-
ed more; a third said they’d be
willing to see more, depending
on the film’s nature; and the re-
maining third said they detested
it and had seen enough.

For that last group, Sparks
said the celluloid horror truly
threatened them.

“Fear is really the emotion
that comes about when you end
up concluding that your own
well-being is threatened. That’s
what fear is,” he said.

Jerome Kagan, a Harvard
University professor of psychol-
ogy who has studied fear, emo-
tions and phobias, said people’s
tolerance of frightening situa-
tions varies widely according to
their experiences. For some,
scary images on the silver
screen are enough, but others
need more, such as parachuting
or bungee-jumping.

“People like novelty. They
like to experience different
things. And some people need
more ‘different’ than you and I,”
he said. “I play tennis for a natu-
ral high, which is much less
risky.”

Researchers say you’re actually high on adrenaline and relief

Think you love scary movies?

More nation news
on Page 23

Missouri church
honors its ghost

AP

Todd Chenault holds a portrait of Father Henry David Jardine, who is

said to haunt St. Mary’s Episcopal Church in Kansas City, Mo.
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BY JIM HEINTZ

The Associated Press

KIEV, Ukraine — Ukrainians
vote Sunday in a presidential elec-
tion closely watched by the West
for signs of whether the former
Soviet republic is committed to
democracy and whether the na-
tion that sprawls between Russia
and NATO’s eastern flank will tilt
toward the Kremlin.

After weeks
of opposition
complaints of
intimidation
and abuse by
officials, and
allegations
that the vote
count will be
rigged, wor-
ries about
post-election
disorder are
high.

Some 147,000 police will be on
duty throughout the country of 48
million to try to preserve order,
and the Interior Ministry addition-
ally plans to deploy about 3,000
soldiers, 3,000 other security forc-
es and some 10,000 deputized ci-
vilians in the capital, Kiev, on
election day, national police chief
Mykola Bilokon said Saturday.

Western countries have repeat-
edly issued strong calls for
Ukraine to conduct the elections
freely and fairly, and the United
States has raised the prospect of
punitive action if the voting is
marred by irregularities.

“A bad election ... will force us
to re-examine our relationship, es-
pecially with individuals who en-
gage in election fraud and manip-
ulation,” U.S. Deputy Secretary
of State Richard Armitage wrote

in the Financial Times newspa-
per.

The key contenders to lead
Ukraine for the next five years are
Prime Minister Viktor Yanuk-
ovych, backed by incumbent Le-
onid Kuchma and inclined toward
deepening relations with Russia;
and former Prime Minister Viktor
Yushchenko, a reformist seen as in-
terested in developing Ukraine’s in-
tegration with Western Europe.

After years
of post-Soviet
economic
chaos,
Ukraine re-
cently has
shown strong
economic
growth, prima-
rily in its
heavy indus-
try sector, and
both candi-
dates have

promised to push for even more
growth in the country where mil-
lions still live in poverty. Despite
a 70 percent raise in September,
monthly pensions still average
only about $52.

Yanukovych’s detractors, howev-
er, claim that he will continue
Ukraine’s crony capitalism under
which a comparative few have be-
come extremely wealthy. They
also fear he will maintain a climate
of pressure against political opposi-
tion and independent news media.

The tensions could continue for
weeks after the vote: with a total
of 24 candidates on the ballot, nei-
ther Yushchenko nor Yanukovych
is expected to get the 50 percent
needed for a first-round victory
and the top two vote recipients
would have to compete in a Nov.
21 runoff.

BY STEPHEN GRAHAM

The Associated Press

KABUL, Afghanistan — A militant
group claiming responsibility for kidnap-
ping three foreign U.N. workers said Satur-
day it will execute them unless Britain
withdraws its troops from Afghanistan and
two other governments stop supporting
U.S. policy here.

A spokesman for Jaish-al Muslimeen, a
splinter group of the Taliban, told The As-
sociated Press it had made a video of the
three hostages — but provided no evidence
that it was holding the trio.

Unidentified armed men kidnapped Fili-
pino diplomat Angelito Nayan, Kosovan Sh-
qipe Habibi and Annetta Flanigan from
Northern Ireland in Kabul on Thursday.
All were helping manage Afghanistan’s his-
toric election.

“If these countries don’t agree to our de-
mands, we will do the same thing as the
mujahedeen are doing in Iraq,” Ishaq Man-
zoor, a purported spokesman for Jaish-al
Muslimeen, or Army of Muslims, said by
satellite telephone.

Foreign troops under NATO and U.S.
command and Afghan security forces have
mounted extra patrols and roadblocks in
and around Kabul since the election work-
ers were forced from their clearly marked
U.N. car into a black sports utility vehicle
on a busy street.

But it remains unclear whether mili-
tants, renegade warlords or criminals
were responsible.

“We don’t know exactly who they are,”
interim leader Hamid Karzai said after a
meeting with commanders of NATO troops
deployed to bolster Afghan security forces.
“We have some leads. We have a list of
some people.”

“Let’s hope the U.N. workers are safe
and sound, and we are working very hard
to bring them back to their families,” said
Karzai, who secured a majority in the Oct.
9 presidential vote, although he has yet to
be officially declared the country’s first
popularly elected leader.

Manzoor, who said he was speaking
from near the Afghan-Pakistan border,
also demanded the release of all Afghan de-

tainees from the U.S. prison in Guantana-
mo Bay, Cuba, and that the search for the
abductees be called off.

“We may kill them if we could not get a
positive response,” he said.

He said the video would be released “in
two or three days” to an Arab television
channel.

He also provided what he said were the
numbers from identity cards found on two

of the hostages. Afghan and U.N. officials
had no immediate comment on their validi-
ty.

Naveed Moez, an Afghan Foreign Minis-
try spokesman, said the government had
received no specific demands from the kid-
nappers. He said government sources had
“confirmed” Jaish-al Muslimeen’s claim of
responsibility, but said he was not aware of
any negotiations.

Yushenko

The Associated Press

ROME — Italy’s choice for a
European Commission post, who
sparked an uproar with his com-
ments on homosexuality and
women, said Saturday he will
step aside.

Rocco Buttiglione said he want-
ed to give a free hand to incoming
Commission President Jose Man-
uel Barroso in forming a new ex-
ecutive. He made the announce-
ment at a news conference a few
hours after Italian Premier Silvio
Berlusconi indicated he was with-
drawing Butt-
iglione as Ita-
ly’s nominee
for the justice
commissioner
post.

“I am ready
to step aside to
favor the path
of the Barroso
commission,
which I wish
every suc-
cess,” Buttigli-
one said, read-
ing a state-
ment.

Berlusconi
said late Fri-
day that he
would likely
find another nominee to replace
Buttiglione for the EU post, while
Buttiglione would retain his cur-
rent post as Italy’s minister for
European affairs.

Berlusconi said the decision

was taken after he met Barroso
and other European leaders, who
were in Rome on Friday to sign
the EU’s first constitution.

A committee
in the Europe-
an Parliament
earlier this
month object-
ed to Buttiglion-
e’s nomination
for the EU jus-
tice post be-
cause of his
conservative
views.

Buttiglione,
a Catholic who
is a confidant
of Pope John
Paul II, drew
outrage when
he told his con-
firmation hear-
ing at the Euro-

pean Parliament that homosexu-

ality is a sin and women are bet-

ter off married and at home.

“I have the right to think that

homosexuality is a sin, but this

has no effect on politics, because
in politics the principle of nondis-
crimination prevails, and the
state has no right to stick its nose
in these situations,” Buttiglione
said, reading from a statement.

He described himself as a vic-
tim of an “ably orchestrated cam-
paign” because of his conserva-
tive views.

Under EU guidelines, the Par-
liament cannot vote out individu-
al nominees for the 25-seat execu-
tive Commission, but must vote
on the group as a whole. Faced
with an almost certain rejection,
Barroso on Wednesday withdrew
the entire Commission to allow
more time for a solution.

The new Commission was to
have taken office Monday. The ex-
ecutive arm of the EU runs the
day to day business of the Europe-
an Union and serves five-year
terms.

Italian state radio said among
the possible substitutes for Butt-
iglione as Italy’s nominee were
Foreign Minister Franco Frattini
and Education Minister Letizia
Moratti.

Yanukovych

IN THE WORLD

Militants threaten to kill
hostages seized in Kabul

AP

A French soldier from International Security Assistance Force keeps guard at a check-

point in a residential area of Kabul, Afghanistan, on Saturday. Afghan forces and NATO

troops have mounted extra patrols and roadblocks since unidentified armed men on Thurs-

day kidnapped a Filipino diplomat and two U.N. workers.

Outspoken
Italian gives
up bid for
EU position

AP

Italian Minister for European Affairs Rocco Buttiglione, Italy’s choice

for a European Commission post, who sparked an uproar with his com-

ments on homosexuality and women, said Saturday he will step aside.

West keeping wary
eye on Ukraine vote

I have the right to

think that

homosexuality is a

sin, but this has no

effect on politics,

because in politics

the principle of

nondiscrimination

prevails ... .

Rocco Buttiglione

Nominee for European Commission
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AP

A torched vehicle burns in the Paynesville area of the Liberian capital of

Monrovia on Friday. A mob brandishing machetes, sticks and

Kalashnikov rifles rampaged through Liberia’s war-shattered capital,

prompting the country’s leader to order an immediate daylight curfew

to stem the rare Muslim-Christian violence.

The Associated Press

PARIS — Physicians specializ-
ing in leukemia were examining
ailing Palestinian leader Yasser
Arafat on Saturday to determine
whether he suffers from the
blood disorder, Palestinian sourc-
es said.

Early test results were expect-
ed by Saturday evening. “Within
24 to 48 hours, we should know
what he’s facing,” said top Arafat
aide Nabil Abu Rdeneh.

The 75-year-old Arafat has
been sick for two weeks and
blood tests have revealed he has a
low platelet count — a possible
symptom of leukemia, other can-
cers or a number of other mala-
dies.

Arafat received a transfusion
of platelets shortly after being
rushed Friday to France for treat-
ment at the Hopital d’Instruction
des Armees de Percy, a military
teaching hospital southwest of
Paris that specializes in blood dis-
orders and trauma care.

A Palestinian official, speaking
on condition of anonymity, said
there was a strong possibility
Arafat was suffering from leuke-
mia and that a team of French
physicians specializing in the dis-

order examined the Palestinian
leader on Friday.

“It looks like it’s leukemia,” the
official told The Associated
Press.

“They are trying to find out if
in fact it is leukemia, and if so,
what type. They are trying to see
what is the best way to treat it.”

However, Abu Rdeneh said he
was “sure” Arafat did not have
leukemia.

Arafat got out of bed briefly
early Saturday and was able to
speak a few words to doctors, Pal-
estinian sources said.

But he was still suffering the ef-
fects of his long trip from his
West Bank headquarters in Ra-
mallah to Paris on Friday.

Arafat could remain in France
for four to five weeks, said the Pal-
estinian official.

Meanwhile, The Palestinian
leadership convened Saturday
without Yasser Arafat in the
chair for the first time in years.

Anxious to maintain an air of
normalcy, the top committee of
the Palestine Liberation Organiza-
tion held its regular weekly meet-
ing in Arafat’s office.

Mahmoud Abbas, the secre-
tary-general of the PLO execu-
tive committee, headed the meet-
ing of a dozen members.

BY JONATHAN PAYE-LAYLEH

The Associated Press

MONROVIA, Liberia —
Blue-helmeted peacekeepers in
flak jackets patrolled the desert-
ed streets of Liberia’s capital on
Saturday, firing in the air to en-
force a round-the-clock curfew
after a day of rare Muslim-Chris-
tian violence battered the seaside
city.

“Don’t you know there is a cur-
few in force? Keep inside your
houses!” screamed one U.N.
peacekeeper from Ghana, lean-
ing out of a white pickup truck as
he waved a machine gun at a
small group of people who ven-
tured outside.

Interim head of state Gyude
Bryant imposed the curfew in
Monrovia on Friday after Mus-
lim-Christian violence that began
before dawn degenerated into
mayhem and looting sprees in
other parts of the city.

Around midday Saturday, Bry-
ant announced that the curfew
had been lifted for a few hours to
allow people to go out and get
food and water, state radio report-
ed. The curfew resumes at 4 p.m.

It was unclear what sparked
the mayhem. Religious violence
is rare in Liberia, a tiny nation in
West Africa founded in the 1800s
by freed American slaves where
about 40 percent of the country’s
3.3 million people are Christian
and 20 percent are Muslim.

A nationwide program to dis-
arm ex-combatants is to end Sun-
day, and Bryant said the govern-
ment believed the violence was or-
ganized by “evil forces who do
not want to see an end to the disar-
mament and the success of the
peace process.”

On Saturday, at least five
burnt-out vehicles lay overturned
along a main road in Monrovia’s
eastern district of Paynesville,
where several churches and
mosques were set ablaze, appar-
ently sparking the violence.

Streets were deserted, shops
were shuttered and one de-
stroyed church could be seen still
standing after its roof, set on fire
the day before, had collapsed.

It was unclear how many peo-
ple were killed and injured, but
some residents and peacekeepers
put the death toll at five.

Docs await results

of tests for Arafat

U.N. helps
to enforce
curfew in
Liberia
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Tempe Artist Mike Maas shows off

his carved pumpkin of The

Creature from the Black Lagoon at

his Tempe, Ariz., home.

Stool pigeon parrot

TN
MEMPHIS — Afraid
a talkative parrot

might prove to be a stool pi-
geon, three thieves re-
turned to the scene of the
crime to silence the bird —
only to be caught by police,
authorities say.

After making off with
DVD players, comput-
ers, radios, TVs and
other electronic
gear, one of the bur-
glars realized that a parrot in the
home had heard him use the nick-
name “J.J.” for one of his accom-
plices and was repeating it.

They went back for the bird and
were loading it into the getaway
car when police arrived, authori-
ties said. The chase ended a few
blocks away when the men
crashed their car.

Political battle

NJ
HACKENSACK — If cam-
paign ads are any indica-

tion, Joel Trella is Sheriff Moon-
beam, entranced with how the plan-
ets are aligned while inmates slip
out of his county jail.

And Leo McGuire, Trella’s Dem-
ocratic challenger, is a hothead
bully who threatens women.

In the rough-and-tumble of a po-
litical campaign, it’s said truth is
often the first casualty. That seems
an apt description for the race for
Bergen County sheriff, which
grows more hostile by the day.

“This is a race the likes of which
I’ve never seen before,” said Trel-
la, a Republican nearing the end of
his first three-year term. “It cer-
tainly has gotten extraordinarily
nasty.”

McGuire says the barbs don’t
bother him. “In politics, you have
to have thick skin,” he said. “I’ve
been a cop for a long, long time
and I have some pretty thick skin.”

Mitten crab invasion

OR
PORTLAND — The mitten
crab may not strike terror

into the hearts of the average
American along the West Coast —
yet.

But give the small crustacean a
chance to mate in estuaries from
San Diego to Seattle, and millions
of mitten crabs later, the prospect
of environmental damage, loss of
native species and the potential
multimillion-dollar cost to the
Western regional economy may in-
deed be terrible, biologists warn.

Portland State University and
the Smithsonian Environmental
Research Center announced they
are teaming up to prevent inva-
sions by aquatic pests such as the
mitten crab, a native of China.

The joint operation will combine
the expertise of freshwater biolo-
gists at Portland State and the
ocean research of Smithsonian sci-
entists, said Mark Sytsma, director
of the Portland State Center for
Lakes and Reservoirs.

Ugly House race

CO
DENVER — The race in
Colorado’s newest congres-

sional district has turned ugly in
the homestretch, with swastikas
scrawled on the signs of Republi-
can Rep. Bob Beauprez and deer
entrails left on the doorstep of a
Democrat.

“We took it to mean he was dead
meat,” said Dayna Hanson, spokes-
woman for Democrat Dave Tho-
mas.

Thomas, the Jefferson County
district attorney, has also been the
target of ads criticizing his involve-

ment in the investigation of the
1999 Columbine High School mas-
sacre. And some of Beauprez’s
campaign volunteers have found
glass and nails left under their car
tires.

Beauprez won the district in the
suburbs west of Denver by just 121
votes two years ago in the last con-
gressional race in the country to be
decided. Since then, Democrats
have gained a 6,249 majority over
Republicans in the district.

But with unaffiliated voters mak-
ing up a full third of the total, this
year’s contest has been listed as
one of the top 10 targeted races in
the country by both parties.

Bad marriage counseling

WI
LA CROSSE — A man who
said he threw a live electri-

cal wire into his wife’s bath hoping
a near-death experience would
save their marriage was convicted
of attempted first-degree intention-
al homicide.

William Dahlby said in court he
was only trying to scare his wife
the evening of May 9. He told ju-
rors the wire was hooked to a
“ground fault interrupter” de-
signed to cut the electricity when
the cord encountered water. His
wife was not hurt.

Prosecutors said Dahlby was try-
ing to kill his wife to start a new
life with another woman.

Stock sales

AK
ANCHORAGE
— Attorney

General Gregg Renkes
sold his stock in KFx

Inc. after it was revealed
he was trading shares
while promoting the com-
pany for a proposed state

project. He’s now under in-
vestigation. KFx, a Colorado
firm with a patented coal-dry-
ing process, is part of a $1 bil-
lion trade agreement between
Alaska and Taiwan.

Musket arrest

NY
PINE BUSH — A teenage
Civil War re-enactor was

suspended from school for 21 days
after a security guard saw a repli-
ca musket in his car.

Joshua Phelps, 17, was arrested
Oct. 12 and charged with weapons
possession, punishable by up to a
year in jail. School officials also
found a bayonet, rolled cartridges
with black powder and a Union sol-
dier’s uniform in his car.

Police have said the replica
could have been used to fire a pro-
jectile.

Phelps said he joined the re-en-
actors club in hopes it would look
good on his college applications.
He said he took part in a re-enact-
ment the weekend before his ar-
rest and forgot the musket was still
in his car.

His mother, Valerie Michaels,
said she was concerned the suspen-
sion would interfere with his plans
to take the SAT in November since
he is not allowed on school
grounds.

Servitude arrests

KS
WICHITA — A couple who
run a mental health facility

forced mentally ill adults to labor
on their Kansas farm in the nude
and subjected them to other forms
of physical abuse, a criminal feder-
al complaint unsealed charges.

Arlan Kaufman, 68, and his wife,
Linda, 61, were charged with invol-
untary servitude in the 1999 inci-
dent at their farm home in Potwin.
They remained jailed after making
an initial appearance before a fed-
eral magistrate.

Authorities also said the couple’s
mental health facility in Newton
failed to provide any treatment to
its residents for 15 years.

Their attorney, James Fletcher,
who is also Linda Kaufman’s broth-
er, said the couple is not guilty.

The Kaufmans have operated
the Kaufman Treatment Center,
also known as the Kaufman House
Residential Group Treatment Cen-
ter, since 1985. About 14 people
stayed at the center during that
time, authorities said.

Taking politics too far

FL
VERO BEACH — An
anti-John Kerry demonstra-

tor was charged with felony aggra-
vated assault with a gun for alleg-
edly pointing a weapon at the head
of a Kerry supporter.

Michael Garone, 52, was re-
leased from jail on his on recogni-
zance.

Garone and others were holding
anti-Kerry signs at a street corner
in Vero Beach when Trevor Picker-
ing drove up and said “Go Kerry,”
according to an arrest affidavit.

Pickering argued with the
anti-Kerry protesters, and then got
out of the car and knocked a sign
out of the hands of one of the dem-
onstrators.

Garone denied pointing the gun
at anyone.

A Chinese lion

rides the 6 train to

Canal Street to kick off a Chinatown shopping promotion as part of the

New York subway centennial celebration.

Ariel Knight, with red scarf, and

an unidentified classmate are

among a group of children from Bayshore Elementary School watching

from the sidewalk as a cattle drive passes by in San Francisco.

Pumpkin art

Stranger things have happened

Lisa Breen of Country Acre Farms &

Pet Center plays with her dog

Aurora, wearing a ladybug costume, in Burnt Hills, N.Y.

Hee-haw, look at that!

Monster ladybug

PAGE 16 · S t a r s a n d S t r i p



Maury High

School

cheerleader Sierra Jackson, center, and her teammates finish their

routine at the Eastern District Cheerleading Championship in Norfolk, Va.

Farmhouse deaths

WI
RICHLAND CENTER — A
judge found an Illinois teen

guilty of gunning down his parents
and uncle at a southwestern Wis-
consin farmhouse, rejecting claims
that he was insane when he com-
mitted the murders.

Steven M. Tomporowski, 18, had
pleaded not guilty by reason of
mental defect or disease to the
three slayings, claiming schizo-
phrenia made him unable to con-
trol his actions.

But Richland County Circuit
Judge Edward Leineweber said
Tomporowski’s bizarre behavior
could be explained by the teen’s
heavy use of LSD. He said there
was evidence the teen faked men-
tal illness in an effort to escape
punishment.

He also cited testimony that
Tomporowski told friends before
the slayings that he hated his par-
ents and wanted to kill them.

Tomporowski faces up to three
life sentences when he is sen-
tenced. A hearing has not been set.
Had Leineweber found him in-
sane, the teen would have been
committed to a mental institution.

Hard Rock pays up

NV
LAS VEGAS — The Hard
Rock hotel-casino has

agreed to pay a $100,000 fine to set-
tle a complaint by the Nevada Gam-
ing Control Board over a risque ad-
vertising campaign.

The Hard Rock admitted no
wrongdoing in the settlement. The
Nevada Gaming Commission will
consider the settlement at a Nov.
18 meeting.

The fine ends a nearly yearlong
dispute between the board and the
Hard Rock.

The complaint stemmed from
two advertisements. The first
showed a man and a woman on a
gambling table surrounded by play-
ing cards and chips, with the cap-
tion, “There’s always a temptation
to cheat.”

The other ad read “At the Hard
Rock Hotel, we believe in your
Monday night rights: large quanti-
ties of prescription stimulants
[and] having wives in two states ...
.”

Group calls for suspension

CO
DENVER — The NAACP
and other public-interest

groups called for the suspension of
a Colorado election official, ques-
tioning whether he could fairly re-
view voter complaints after being
accused of making racist and sex-
ist slurs in Texas a decade ago.

Drew T. Durham, who oversees
the administration of federal elec-
tion law in the secretary of state’s
office, has said he was offended by
the allegations, saying they
stemmed from a personnel dispute
when he worked in the Texas attor-
ney general’s office in the early
1990s.

A 1994 story in the Texas Law-
yer newspaper quoted a former
co-worker who recalled Durham
referring to a black colleague as
“Sambo.” The Rocky Mountain
Progressive Network recently post-
ed the story on its Web site.

Stolen snakes found

NC
HIGH POINT — Call it the
return of the snakes.

Someone had stolen about 80
snakes from a heated storage shed
and hid them in the woods, appar-

ently hoping to sell them. But two
people shunned the solicitation
and alerted the owner.

Howard Hayes, a recreational
reptile breeder working to grow
the hobby into a business for his
son, reported the snakes had been
stolen. The 26 ball pythons, 10
red-tail boas and about 45 corn
snakes were worth about $2,600,
he said.

A young man and woman came
to Hayes’ home saying they had
met with some acquaintances who
were peddling the potential pets.

Twins ace SATs

NY
LONG BEACH — Dillon
and Jesse Smith are frater-

nal twins, but their penchant for
perfection is identical.

The 16-year-old brothers beat
the odds to each score a perfect
1600 on the SATs. Of 1.4 million
high-schoolers who took the Scho-
lastic Aptitude Test in 2004, just
939 scored a perfect 1600.

The seniors at Long Beach High
School aced the English and math
tests after taking the SATs for the
second time. Earlier this year, Dil-
lon scored 1520 and Jesse 1530.

Dillon plans to major in engineer-
ing and apply to Columbia, New
York University and Cooper
Union. Jesse plans to apply to
Brown, Boston University, Wesley-
an and Bates.

Grain storage

IA
FAYETTE — Agriculture ex-
perts are warning farmers

that they need to properly store
their excess grain or risk spoiling
thousands of dollars of their prod-
uct.

Bumper corn crops — at 220
bushels per acre — are creating
storage shortages. On-farm stor-
age already is rated 40 percent
short, according to the U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture Crops and
Weather Report.

With the soybean harvest nearly
complete, and only 30 percent of
the corn crop out, that means a
tight squeeze for many farmers,
the report said.

Agriculture experts say the easi-
est and most economical way to
temporarily store grain is keeping
it on the ground. If done properly
— including cooling the grain and
keeping it dry — losses can be
curbed to 1 percent to 4 percent.

Cattle-E. coli research

MT BILLINGS — Researchers
at Montana State Universi-

ty in Bozeman are looking at wheth-
er there is a link between what cat-
tle eat, the strength of their im-
mune systems and a potential to re-
duce the spread of E. coli bacteria.

A goal of the project, expected to
be complete around Thanksgiving,
is seeing if problems can be ad-
dressed, or even avoided, before
the animals reach slaughter, said
John Paterson, a beef specialist for
the MSU Extension Service.

The researchers are looking at
nutrition and whether the strength
of calves’ immune systems effects
how the animals shed a particular
strain, E. coli O157:H7, on the
farm.

The research involves 24 calves,
each receiving the same amount of
protein and energy. Only half re-
ceive enhanced diets with addition-
al trace minerals and vitamins,
Paterson said.

Stories and photos from wire services

Oregon Tech freshman Ben Baker runs a cross-country course at Lake of The Woods near

Klamath Falls, Ore., during a snow storm that moved through the area.

Eastern New Mexico University

freshman Pat Bean, 18, tries to

kick the soccer ball through a hole

in the goal during the halftime

shootout 2004 during halftime of

the ENMU vs. West Texas A&M

University men’s soccer game in

Portales, N.M. Bean’s shot missed

the target.

The sun sets along Highway 77 south of Wymore, Neb.

Taking aim

Snow run

We got spirit! How ’bout you?

Sunset bliss
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Tell us what you think
Stars and Stripes welcomes your comments on
editorials and columns that are published in the
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tance in the lives of our readers. All letters must
be signed, and must include the writer’s address
or base and telephone number. Please limit all
letters to 300 words. We reserve the right to edit
letters for length, taste and clarity.
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Stars and Stripes Stars and Stripes
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Drive on? No, thanks

So far, I have seen only one intelligent
letter on the 343rd Quartermaster Compa-
ny.

There have been too many letters with
phrases such as, “Suck it up and drive on”
or “We saluted the flag and executed our
mission” or “Now it’s time to earn your col-
lege money and serve.”

It’s just pathetic. This isn’t a game.
Catch phrases don’t save lives.

Going on and on and on about duty and
country doesn’t save lives, either.

What about the duty the military leaders
have to those under them? What about the
duty the country has to provide the very
best for the men and women who serve?

If we are going to wear the uniform,
then we deserve the very best because we
may be asked to give up our very life.
Those 19 soldiers are heroes for what they
did, because they took a stand for what
was right and weren’t bullied or intimidat-
ed by those above them.

Leadership is about taking care of those
under you, and not about being the one in
charge.

Stop all this nonsense about following or-
ders like some moron without a brain and
start holding leaders (both political and
military) accountable when they make de-
cisions that needlessly endanger lives.

And to those 19 soldiers in the 343rd
Quartermaster company: there are troops
who support you and believe you did the
right thing. You took a stand, not just for
yourselves, but for every member of the
military.

And for that you have our gratitude.
Spc. Russell Steadele

Camp Victory, Kuwait

Women can handle war

I wish to comment on the article, “Army
ponders female role in ‘units of action’ ”
(Oct. 23).

I am a female soldier temporarily as-
signed to an infantry unit here in Baghdad.
I am a member of a National Guard En-
hanced Brigade that is being converted to
a Unit of Action.

I am one of a select number of National
Guard females who are assigned to the
headquarters company of a combat engi-
neer battalion. The females of our unit are

assigned in support roles such as adminis-
trative and supply personnel, cooks, me-
chanics and medics.

I love being a member of a combat bri-
gade. I get the chance to actually use my
skills as a soldier instead of sitting behind
a desk in some headquarters building.

I am continually frustrated by the policy
limiting females to noncombat roles and
people such as [Center for Military Readi-
ness President] Elaine Donnelly who use
their positions to actively campaign
against females in the military.

In the last century, women have fought
very hard to ensure that we live in a place
where we are treated as equals; yet in the
military, we are still pigeon-holed into
“safe” support positions behind the “front
line.” After being here for seven months, I
can tell you there is nowhere safe, there is
no front line, and our female soldiers have
performed next to their male counterparts
admirably.

I believe it is time for a change. The tac-
tics of war are changing and so must the
U.S. military. There are outstanding fe-
male officers and soldiers who have so
much to contribute, but are limited by the
notion that females cannot handle combat
situations. I assure all: They can and do.

Female officers and NCOs are required
to train in combat scenarios at leadership
schools and remain proficient in those
skills. The Army has given us the training
and we should be given the opportunity to

show the government we are equal to our
male peers on the battlefield.

Staff Sgt. Lydia Allen
Baghdad

Don’t forget wounded

I was so glad to read the report “Dis-
abled Vets Get Red Tape, Not Ticker
Tape.”

The soldier, Tyron Johnson III, was
wounded in the same attack that got anoth-
er from my unit killed. In the year since it
has happened, the soldier that was killed
has been made into virtually a saint; his
family has been showered with blessings
and flown to Germany to attend a promi-
nent building dedication ceremony to him.
He’s been used as a model soldier in for-
mation speeches, and things like soldiers
wearing his name on memorial bracelets.

However, other soldiers like Johnson,
who were wounded to the point of being
disabled for life, are all forgotten and
never mentioned. Many soldiers don’t
even know who they are.

What does that say and what message
does that send?

The movie “Fahrenheit 9/11” pointed
out this very thing, regardless of what may
be thought of the film itself: that while the
dead are counted, the wounded are done
so almost secretly.

It breaks the heart when confronted
with the reality of it.

Sgt. Samuel Provance
Heidelberg, Germany

Find a better network

I recently noticed that American Forces
Network election coverage is to be provid-
ed by CBS — the same CBS that just a
month ago mounted a deliberate dishonest
attack on our commander-in-chief.

I do not want to listen to an entire night
of Bush bashing by Dan Rather.

I think that AFN should use better judg-
ment in selecting which networks will pro-
vide coverage. CBS has lost its credibility
and cannot be trusted to provide us with
fair coverage of this election.

There are plenty of networks that have
not compromised their integrity during
this campaign. Why can’t we get coverage
from an unbiased network?

Tech. Sgt. Robert Smith

Brunssum, Netherlands
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Smoke clears, tobacco lives
The Columbus (Ohio) Dispatch

Congress had a golden opportunity to im-
prove Americans’ health, cut health-care
costs and throw a lasso around a rogue in-
dustry.

But that opportunity was flicked out the
window when a House-Senate conference
committee working on a corporate-tax bill
jettisoned a provision to allow the Food
and Drug Administration to regulate the to-
bacco industry.

Ohio Sen. Mike DeWine, a Republican,
and Sen. Edward Kennedy, D-Mass., had
crafted a bipartisan bill that had the sup-
port of myriad health groups and even to-
bacco company Philip Morris.

DeWine promises to be back next year
with the same bill and a new strategy. But,
he says, FDA regulation won’t happen
until the public demands it.

Apparently, Americans haven’t been
clear enough. So, listen up, lawmakers.
Here’s the scoop, in simple terms so that
even those lawmakers who are particular-
ly obtuse can understand: Tobacco prod-
ucts kill. Regulation is needed. ASAP.

Lawsuits court cynicism
The Daily Sentinel,

Grand Junction, Colo.

Who will be the big winners in this
year’s elections? More and more it appears
that lawyers with political clients will
claim the greatest victories, no matter who
wins the ballot tallies.

As stories in this newspaper and others
around the country have made evident, bat-
talions of attorneys are massing in key bat-
tleground states, ready to file postelection
lawsuits similar to those filed in Florida in
2000.

They will claim all manner of balloting
problems — from hanging chads to
high-tech hijinks — on behalf of their los-
ing clients, whether they be presidential
contenders or those seeking more-modest
political offices. …

While that may be great news for the le-
gions of lawyers involved in such cases, it
will not ultimately benefit the American re-
public.

It can do nothing but increase voter cyni-
cism and ultimately contribute to the feel-
ing that elections are an insiders’ game
where winners and losers will be deter-
mined in courtrooms long after the ballots
are cast.

Let Sept. 11 panel prevail
Chicago Tribune

This month, at the urging of Sept. 11
panel Chairman Thomas Kean and others,
the White House leaped into the middle of
the most dramatic effort in generations to
reshape America’s intelligence agencies.
Top White House officials issued a detailed
letter attempting to guide negotiators from
the Senate and House who are struggling
to reconcile two vastly different versions of
legislation inspired by recommendations
of the Sept. 11 commission.

There’s a blizzard of detail in all this, but
at its crux the legislation approved by the
Senate hews closest to the recommenda-
tions of the Sept. 11 panel and deserves to
be favored in the conference committee.

The Senate legislation establishes a
strong national intelligence director with
full budget authority and significant power
in personnel matters. …

The House has unnecessarily complicat-
ed the bargaining by peppering its bill with
an array of law enforcement and immigra-

tion measures that were not envisioned by
the Sept. 11 commission. …

The Sept. 11 commission has produced
some sound ideas for revamping the U.S.
intelligence apparatus. By moving to enact
its most important recommendations, Con-
gress and the president can show that
they’ve absorbed the lessons of the intelli-
gence failures this nation suffered before
Sept. 11.

A low point in the Iraq effort
Los Angeles Times

The confirmation that U.S. forces in Iraq
failed to prevent the looting of 380 tons of
conventional explosives represents a new
chapter for the “just when you thought
things could not get much worse” file. Fur-
ther, the execution-style murder on Oct. 23
of dozens of Iraqis being trained as sol-
diers, the very men to whom the United
States planned to transfer the job of guard-
ing the country, demonstrates an abject
failure by Iraqis and occupation officials to
learn from past mistakes. …

President Bush has repeatedly said his
generals have not told him they need more
than the 140,000 U.S. troops [currently] in
Iraq. But it’s now clear that Defense Secre-
tary Donald Rumsfeld and his Pentagon
colleagues should have listened to Gen.
Eric Shinseki, then the Army chief of staff,
when he warned that “several hundred
thousand” troops would be required to win
the peace as well as the war.

Instead, Rumsfeld and his deputy, Paul
Wolfowitz, disparaged Shinseki and
shoved him aside. …

[Jordanian militant Abu Musab] al-Zar-
qawi’s followers claimed responsibility for
the attack on the unarmed army recruits.
Rebels dressed as police or soldiers
stopped three vehicles, ordered the passen-
gers out and shot them. Iraqi police and
military trainees have been targets for
months.

The recruits should have been protected
by other soldiers or given weapons to de-
fend themselves. …

There have been better days in the Iraq
war, but not many worse ones.

Money shouldn’t drive donors
The Denver Post

It was in desperation that Bob Hickey
listed himself on a commercial Web site
four months ago seeking a kidney donor
and, probably unintentionally, propelling
himself into the medical textbooks. We
commend a dying man’s ingenuity. But the
unprecedented matchup between Hickey
and a stranger from Tennessee quite possi-
bly ushers in an era in organ donations that
raises a host of legal and ethical concerns.
…

It marked the first time an organ trans-
plant was brokered by a commercial Inter-
net company. It also launched the nation
down a new path of organ donations that at
once raises new ethical questions and at
the same time gives hope — probably false
hope — to the 85,000 Americans currently
awaiting organ transplants. …

And what about the risks? We would not
want to see Hickey’s case spur people in
need of a quick buck to sell an organ with-
out considering the long-term consequenc-
es. “We don’t want people jeopardizing
their health to benefit financially,” said
Nikki Wheeler, spokeswoman for the alli-
ance. “In this case, now you have a person
who will have potentially bad health
long-term.”

The biggest problem Wheeler foresees is
that sick people could become easy prey
for Internet brokers. “They’ll do whatever
they can to save their lives,” she said. “We
don’t want them taken advantage of.”

Neither do we.

Party parity pure poppycock
Times Union, Albany, N.Y.

It wouldn’t be a true down-to-the-wire
presidential election without the quixotic
candidacy of Ralph Nader, now, would it?
Mr. Nader and his handful of followers
must be reveling in the news that the race
between President Bush and Sen. John
Kerry is so close that his scant support

could actually tilt the election in nine of the
most competitive states. …

Mr. Nader insists that he takes as much
support away from Mr. Bush as from Mr.
Kerry. Public opinion polls, though, dis-
pute that claim. Some surveys show him
taking more than twice as many votes from
Mr. Kerry as Mr. Bush. …

Where Mr. Nader’s analysis falls apart,
though, is in his contention that there’s no
discernible difference between the Demo-
crats and the Republicans. Anyone who be-
lieves that would be better off studying up
on the events of the past four years than
making yet another run for president. …

How sad it is to watch a once-respected
advocate of the public interest babble
away his own legacy, from constructive
change to political mischief.

Rapids rough for amphibians
The Herald, Rock Hill, S.C.

Miners knew that the atmosphere in the
mines was becoming toxic when the ca-
nary in the cage died. But the rest of us
need to pay attention to equally troubling
signals about troubles in the environment.

Take, for example, the recent discovery
that male bass in the Potomac River have
begun producing eggs. Scientists aren’t
sure exactly why, but think it might be
caused by pollution in the water, such as
chicken estrogen left over in poultry ma-
nure, or perhaps human hormones
dumped in the river with processed sew-
age.

And what about the precipitous decline
in the amphibian population across the
globe? The first comprehensive world sur-
vey of the creatures, which include frogs,
toads and salamanders, indicates that up to
122 species have disappeared since 1980
and another 1,900 are in danger of going ex-
tinct. …

What’s important to note, however, is
that these delicate creatures, made vulner-
able because of permeable skin that is easi-
ly affected by changing environmental con-
ditions, are the first victims of environmen-
tal abuse.

What newspapers
are saying at home

The following editorial excerpts are se-
lected from a cross section of newspapers
throughout the United States. The editori-
als are provided by The Associated Press
and other stateside syndicates.

OPINION
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BY ANNE D’INNOCENZIO

The Associated Press

NEW YORK — As a child, Tom McGannon al-
ways had the most decorated house on the block dur-
ing the Halloween season. At 36, he still does, but
the decorations are more high-tech.

McGannon’s bag of tricks now include smoking
graveyard scenes with strobe light-
ing. He’s also thinking about buying
a hologram machine that projects
scary images. And where will McG-
annon be on Halloween night? “On
the roof, pulling thick fishing lines
that move the mannequins,” such as
spiders and skeletons, the Royal
Oak, Mich., resident said.

Plenty of people are joining McG-
annon in the fun of Halloween deco-
rating inside and outside the home,
making it the second-largest decorat-
ing holiday after the Christmas and
Hanukkah season. The trend has
been a boon to small businesses and
big discounters, who have expanded their Hallow-
een merchandise way beyond ceramic pumpkins
and stuffed scarecrows.

Now, they’re selling high-tech wizardry such as
voice-activated skeletons, smog machines and down-
right gory bleeding goblins.

“With Halloween, you can get a little funky,” said
Sharon Weber, a spokeswoman at Wal-Mart Stores
Inc. “We keep adding more to meet the needs of our
customers.”

Popular items at Wal-Mart include six-foot-tall in-
flatable purple spiders and eight-foot-tall inflatable
jack-o-lanterns. The discounter also has skeletons
and monsters that sing and dance to such popular
tunes as “Born to Be Wild,” “Evil Ways” and “Super
Freak.”

It gets grosser at Party City Corp., a 500-store
chain based in Rockaway, N.J., whose Halloween

merchandise includes a fake head with a wandering
eyeball that follows people as they pass by.

With Halloween decorating now a feature at mass
marketers, these creepy accessories have come
down in price over the past few years, with many
costing under $60. But for those who aren’t scared
about spending, iParty Inc., a 40-store chain based

in Dedham, Mass., has a shivering
butler mannequin that retails for
$399, and Chicago-based Architec-
tural Artifacts rents or sells gothic
decor that runs into the thousands of
dollars.

Halloween has been popular with
adults and children for decades, but
the decorating business — particular-
ly the higher end — has burgeoned
in the past few years. Architectural
Artifacts said its clients had been lim-
ited to the Hollywood community,
but now the company is being sought
after by consumers for their own per-
sonal use.

“Three years ago, the Halloween
business was nonexistent,” said Stuart Grannen, the
company’s president.

According to Unity Marketing, a New York-based
marketing consulting firm, consumers are estimat-
ed to spend $1.54 billion on Halloween decorations
this year, accounting for about 10 percent of the pro-
jected $14.72 billion overall seasonal decor busi-
ness.

That’s up 5.5 percent from 2003.

Halloween decorating gives people a lift and also
helps them connect with one another, a comforting
trend during uncertain times, marketing experts
say.

“This is all being driven by consumers,” said Pam
Danziger, Unity Marketing’s president. “It’s all
about turning outward, and making yourselves
known to your neighbors.”

SEE DECORATIONS ON PAGE 21

Susie Besaw, from the book
“The Savvy Sailor’s Spouse,” is
new to the military lifestyle but
is eager to learn more about
how to manage her family and
her new lifestyle through the
monthly Family Readiness
Group meetings of her husband,
Jake’s, new command. Last
week, Cmdr. Michel introduced
Tricare.

C
mdr. Michel continued:
“Tricare has two basic
plan types: Tricare
Prime and Tricare Stan-

dard.
“Most active-duty

members and their fam-
ilies use Tricare Prime
because it has no enroll-
ment fees or deduct-
ibles and, even better,
no claims to file. The
downside is Tricare
Prime is not available
everywhere and they re-
quire that you go to
your PCM first for any
treatment.

“Tricare Prime is bro-
ken into regions all over
the world and is portable from
region to region.”

“Tricare Standard has the
larger selection of medical pro-
viders because you can use
non-military doctors, but has a
yearly deductible and you may
need to file your claims.

“Verify your Tricare cover-
age and DEERS report every
year or every time you move to
avoid being caught in an admin-
istrative mistake.

“Wherever you go for medical
treatment in the Tricare system,
there is a priority system for pro-
viding care: Servicemembers
are treated first, followed by
families, and then retirees and
their families.

“You are required to go
through the military health sys-
tem first, and if there aren’t any
Tricare supported facilities
available, you’ll need a
non-availability statement, or
NAS, from your PCM before
going to a doctor outside the
plan.

“You can find a list of ap-
proved civilian providers locat-
ed at http://tricare.osd.mil/. I
must warn you that without an
NAS, you’ll normally pick up the
entire medical cost.

“Bottom line: Keep track of
your permissions and expens-
es.”

“What about dental care?” a
young woman asked. “Does Tri-
care cover dental treatments?”

“No,” Michel replied. “Ser-

vicemembers receive free den-
tal care through military den-
tists — and they must visit them
regularly. Military families use
inexpensive dental insurance
through United Concordia locat-
ed at www.ucci.com.

“There are two dental plans:
single and family.

“The single plan covers only
one family member and costs
$9.07 per month in 2004; the
family plan covers multiple fam-
ily members and is $22.66 per
month in 2004.

“Be aware there is a
cap on how much your
insurance premiums
will cover — $1,200
per year on any enroll-
ee for non-orthodontic
services. Also, certain
preventive or diagnos-
tic treatments are not
applied to this cap, but
that’s for a more ad-
vanced presentation.

“Are there any ques-
tions?”

Several people in the
audience were rapidly

scribbling down notes. I was
just sitting there trying to figure
out why I didn’t learn about this
military medical stuff earlier be-
cause it was important and seri-
ous.

The commander continued,
“If there are no other questions,
thank you. I’ll leave some Tri-
care information pamphlets
with your president.”

The audience began to clap.
Evelyn thanked the commander
and helped her gather her mate-
rials.

After the commander left,
Evelyn concluded the meeting.

“Before we finish, let me re-
mind you we need volunteers to
talk to Sammy about our annual
4th of July party.”

Evelyn adjourned the meet-
ing, and we all gathered for a lit-
tle while for the after-meeting
social.

Next week, Susie and Maggie
decide to get in shape.

Copies of Ralph Nelson’s books — “The
Savvy Sailor” and “The Savvy Naval
Officer” — can be purchased by
writing to: Master Plan Inc., 500 N.
Washington St., P.O. Box 10071, Rock-
ville, MD 20849 or online at
www.savvy.onweb.com. This article is
written and the book is sold with the
understanding that neither the author
nor Stars and Stripes are professional
financial advisers. If you need advice,
please seek professional assistance.
The author specifically disclaims any
liability, loss or risk — personal or
otherwise — incurred as a conse-
quence, directly or indirectly, of using
or applying any of the information
contained in this article or the book.
E-mail for feedback is:
finance@stripes.osd.mil

Tricare tips
highlight plan
differences

Much more than pumpkins

Money U.

Ralph NelsonHalloween decorating turns into high-tech business

AP

Tom McGannon poses in his Royal Oak, Mich., front yard decked out in Halloween decor. Plenty of people

are joining McGannon in Halloween decorating — inside and outside the home — making it the

second-largest decorating holiday of the year behind the Christmas season.

Halloween

decorating

gives people a

lift and also

helps them

connect with

one another,

experts say.
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To our readers

EXCHANGE RATES
Military rates

Japanese yen (Oct. 30) .................... 104.00
South Korean won (Oct. 29) ......... 1,098.00
Euro (Oct. 29) .................................... $1.3067
British pound (Oct. 29) ....................... $1.87

Commercial rates
Bahrain (Dinar) .................................... 0.377
British pound .................................... $1.8305
Canada (Dollar) ................................. 1.2234
Denmark (Krone) .............................. 5.8508
Egypt (Pound) .................................... 6.2547
Euro .................................................... $1.2745
Hong Kong (Dollar) ............................ 7.7834
Hungary (Forint) ................................ 194.14
Iceland (Krona) .................................. 69.055
Israel (Shekel) .................................... 4.4603
Japan (Yen) ........................................ 106.21
Kuwait (Dinar) .................................... 0.2946
Norway (Krone) ................................. 6.4511
Philippines (Peso) ................................ 56.31
Saudi Arabia (Riyal) ............................. 3.75
Singapore (Dollar) ............................ 1.6631
South Korea (Won) ........................ 1,124.00
Switzerland (Franc) ........................... 1.1994
Thailand (Baht) .................................... 41.09
Turkey (Lira) ............................. 1,470,588.00

(Military exchange rates are those
available to customers at military bank-
ing facilities in the country of issuance
for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the
Netherlands and the United Kingdom.
For nonlocal currency exchange rates
(i.e., purchasing British pounds in Germa-
ny), check with your local military bank-
ing facility. Commercial rates are inter-
bank rates provided for reference when
buying currency. All figures are foreign
currencies to one dollar, except for the
British pound, which is represented in
dollars-to-pound, and the euro, which is
dollars-to-euro.)

PRECIOUS METALS
New York Merc close

Gold ................................................... $425.10
Silver .................................................... $7.179

INTEREST RATES
Prime rate .............................................. 4.75
Discount rate ......................................... 2.75
Federal funds market rate .............. 1.8125
3-month bill ......................................... 1.855
30-year bond ......................................... 4.82
Sources: The Associated Press, Bank of
America

Liz Pulliam Weston’s “Money Talk” column will return soon.
Stripes apologizes to her weekly readers.

DECORATIONS, FROM PAGE 20

Not to mention that the trend
has spurred some healthy rivalry
in neighborhoods, where home-
owners compete for the biggest
and most outrageous displays.
McGannon said he’s confident
that he can beat his neighbors
this year.

Others, like Shannon Darby of
Spring, Texas, realize that their
Halloween decorations aren’t up
to snuff with what’s out there in
their area, and already are think-
ing about next year.

“I will definitely be adding
more,” she said.

Consumers are spending more
on Halloween decorating com-
pared to other holidays like Valen-
tine’s Day and Easter because it
can be celebrated by people of
any age, retailers said. And given
Halloween’s ghoulish nature, con-
sumers can stretch their imagina-
tion.

“It’s a lot more fun,” said Bon-
nie Russell, of Del Mar, Calif.

“Decorating for Thanksgiving
is a lot harder. Halloween also
zaps us into more innocent times
when you were younger. We need
some distractions.”

By comparison, consumers are

expected to spend $7.97 billion for
Christmas and Hanukkah decora-
tions, about 54 percent of the over-
all market. That’s an increase of 5
percent from a year ago.

For Thanksgiving, spending
should reach $1.01 billion this year,
a 5 percent gain from 2003.

Halloween’s ever-growing pop-
ularity has made even the most
complex merchandise easy to
find.

Homeowner McGannon said
that in the past he had to use his
business connections to get his
hands on high-tech special-ef-

fect items, but now he can just
go to his local Kmart to buy the
items.

And consumers also are becom-
ing more creative themselves,
blending high-tech with low-tech
items. In McGannon’s high-tech
haunted back yard, he has grave-
stones made out of the most mun-
dane of materials — home insula-
tion.

The Associated Press

Vacations aren’t just for rest
— plenty of us shop up a storm.
In fact, more than half of people
in a recent survey (51 percent)
said they’d done holiday gift
shopping while on vacation,
spending an average of $2,000.

And how much are we retail
addicts? It’s pretty bad.

Nearly three-quarters said
shopping is as important, or
even more so, than nightlife
when planning a trip. Almost
half leave space in the suitcase
for travel booty, and 17 percent

said they buy another suitcase to
get the stuff home.

To save money for retailing,
more than a fifth (21 percent)
said they had booked a cheaper
hotel and 19 percent have
skipped a meal or gotten cheap-
er food.

Not surprisingly, New York
was deemed the best shopping
city, cited by 41 percent. Las
Vegas, San Francisco, Los Ange-
les and Chicago were also men-
tioned.

The survey was conducted in
August by Chicago-based Orbitz
Inc. It involved 2,696 adults.

No vacation from buying

Decorations: High-tech for Halloween

YOUR MONEY

THURSDAY’S MARKET SUMMARY

KEY DEFENSE STOCKS
YTD

Name Div PE Last Chg %Chg

10,753.63 9,584.54 Dow Jones Industrials 10,004.54 +2.51 +.03 -4.30 +2.23
3,475.78 2,743.46 Dow Jones Transportation 3,484.45 +9.25 +.27 +15.88 +19.12

314.59 243.26 Dow Jones Utilities 311.26 -1.15 -.37 +16.62 +22.78
6,798.12 5,851.14 NYSE Composite 6,670.50 +4.63 +.07 +3.57 +12.08
1,319.75 1,019.41 Amex Index 1,307.60 -7.24 -.55 +11.42 +23.34
2,153.83 1,750.82 Nasdaq Composite 1,975.74 +5.75 +.29 -1.38 +2.23
1,163.23 1,028.91 S&P 500 1,127.44 +2.04 +.18 +1.40 +7.69

618.46 532.17 S&P MidCap 600.90 -.71 -.12 +4.32 +9.78
606.42 506.43 Russell 2000 585.63 -1.55 -.26 +5.16 +10.42

11,371.14 9,983.49 DJ Wilshire 5000 11,049.24 +13.39 +.12 +2.31 +8.37

MOST ACTIVE ($1 OR MORE)

Alliant Technosystem ... 14 58.01 +.46 +.4
Armor Holdings ... 24 36.78 -.57 +39.8
Boeing .80 14 49.87 -.23 +18.3
Computer Sciences ... 18 49.70 -.05 +12.4
Engineered Sup Sys .04 19 47.80 +.13 -13.2
General Dynamics 1.44 18 102.72 -.60 +13.6
General Electric .80 22 34.03 +.08 +9.8
Halliburton .50 ... 36.25 -.47 +39.4
Harris Corp. .48 28 60.89 +.29 +60.4
Allied Signal .75 20 33.61 +.27 +.5
L-3 Communications .40 20 66.42 +.35 +29.3
Lockheed Martin 1.00 20 55.00 +.09 +7.0
NorthrpG s .92 19 52.24 +.49 +9.3
Raytheon .80 81 37.45 +.79 +24.7
Rockwell Intl. .66 24 41.66 -.10 +17.0
Sequa Corp. ... 41 54.44 +1.42 +11.1
Texas Instruments .10 24 24.34 +.60 -17.2
Textron Inc. 1.30 30 68.55 -.26 +20.1
United Technologies 1.40 17 92.07 -.83 -2.8

NYSE

INDEXES

Name Vol (00) Last Chg

Lucent 1071026 3.58 +.09
DeltaAir 285437 5.72 +.78
DrmwksA n 262357 38.75 ...
Pfizer 247992 28.71 -.33
TexInst 209391 24.34 +.60
NortelN lf 184815 3.33 +.04
ExxonMbl 182390 48.61 -.34
ViacomB 179856 36.00 +1.02
VerizonCm 151827 39.38 -.02
Citigrp 149880 44.26 +.71

52-week Net % YTD 52-wk
High Low Name Last Chg Chg % Chg % Chg

MOST ACTIVE ($1 OR MORE)

AMEX

Name Vol (00) Last Chg

Nasd100Tr 1092013 36.96 +.23
SPDR 526261 113.24 +.36
SemiHTr 308358 32.40 +.20
IvaxCp s 101702 17.85 -1.77
iShJapan 94815 9.92 -.01
OilSvHT 87636 79.50 -1.99
DJIA Diam 78542 100.27 +.13
SP Engy 76968 34.66 -.62
iShRs2000 52124 116.40 -.43
WheatR g 37826 3.15 -.08

MOST ACTIVE ($1 OR MORE)

NASDAQ

Name Vol (00) Last Chg

JDS Uniph 795673 3.14 -.37
Intel 656552 22.27 +.27
Microsoft 595584 28.01 -.14
Cisco 545122 18.95 +.40
SunMicro 399924 4.47 +.04
ApldMatl 378288 16.20 +.06
AskJvs 343246 26.58 -8.41
Oracle 303623 12.74 +.15
SiriusS 285453 3.93 +.04
Dndreon 252798 9.85 +1.90

YTD
Name NAV Chg. %Ret.

KEY MUTUAL FUNDS

Fidelity Invest: GroInc 36.08 +.07 +2.5
Fidelity Invest: GroCo 51.38 +.16 +2.6
Amer Century Inv: Ultra 27.18 ... +2.0
Fidelity Spartan: EqIdx 40.05 +.09 +2.7
Putnam Funds A: GrInA p 18.01 +.02 +2.6
Fidelity Invest: A Mgr 15.66 +.03 +.9
Frank/Temp Frnk A: SMCpGrA 31.13 -.02 +3.0
AIM Investments A: Const p 21.22 +.02 -1.3
Fidelity Invest: USBI 11.21 +.01 +4.0
Fidelity Invest: Ovrsea 32.15 +.13 +2.3
Fidelity Advisor T: GrOppT 28.46 +.10 -.6
Fidelity Advisor T: EqInT 26.72 +.08 +3.7
Scudder Funds S: GroIncS 20.50 +.05 +2.2
Putnam Funds A: GlbEqty p 7.72 -.01 +3.5
AIM Investments A: ChartA p 12.14 +.03 +2.1
AIM Investments A: WeingA p 12.05 +.02 -.2
Merrill Lynch I: BalCapI 26.87 +.02 +2.5
Scudder Funds S: Intl FdS 40.34 +.21 +5.1
Fidelity Advisor T: OvrseaT 16.06 +.07 +1.7
Lord Abbett A: DevGtA p 14.65 -.12 -2.3
Scudder Funds S: Income S 12.99 +.01 +4.4
Merrill Lynch I: USGvtMtg 10.33 +.01 +3.0
Scudder Funds S: Devel 17.90 +.05 -5.0
Putnam Funds A: GlGvA p 12.73 -.02 +4.7

AP

A life-sized Halloween decoration called “Dobson the Butler” appears on display at a party supply store in

Walpole, Mass., on Oct. 22. Halloween decorating inside and outside the home has become more popular,

and consumers are spending more on high-tech items.
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The Gemini moon is a mischie-

vous lunar aspect that loves tricks,

treats, disguises and scary thrills!

Even if you weren’t planning on

acknowledging this Halloween by

dressing up as somebody else, you

could change your mind at the last
minute. There’s big fun to

be had exploring your alter

ego, and you could learn

something about yourself.

TODAY’S BIRTHDAY

(October 31). You face

the year with great anticipa-

tion — you sense that this

is going to be something

special, and you’re right.

Go with the odd turns this

month. Romance is part of

the equation, and you’re

ready to do it differently.
You take pride in your work and are

paid especially well for it in Decem-

ber and February. Love signs are

Capricorn and Pisces.

ARIES (March 21-April 19).

What’s scariest is not knowing if

you’re fully prepared. This morning

feels like those school dreams

where you show up in various stag-

es of undress and don’t know what’s

going on. You know more than you

think you do.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20).

You won’t be fooled by false stories,

but loved ones armed with an over-

abundance of information and con-

viction could spook you into doing

something you didn’t want to do.

Stay strong.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21).

The fact is, you’re attracted to the

dark and ghoulish, especially if it

also ties into something forbidden!

Because you’re not ashamed of

being imperfect, some people find

you irresistible. You could even

meet your match tonight.

CANCER (June 22-July 22).

You certainly don’t deserve to be the

target of trickery, but because you’re

feeling so gullible, you could encoun-

ter it anyway. Be on guard! It’s a

creative exercise to consider who

your opposite might be.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). You’re

ready for treats, expecting them

really, which could make people less

anxious to deliver. When you lower

your expectations, your loved ones

surprise you. Detach yourself from

the outcome, and do act out of

sheer enjoyment.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22).

Fear is the enemy in all areas of

your life. The monstrous truth will be

featured. Don’t worry — it’s only a
monster in your own mind,

much like an 8-year-old

dressed up at your door

begging for candy.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct.

23). What you do for thrills

and chills, others wouldn’t

dream of doing! It’s your

daring that makes you

unique. But be careful not

to lose sight of where

others are coming from.

Try and step out of your

own point of view before
acting.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21).

You’ll be blowing things out of pro-
portion in your mind, but that’s half

the fun. Imaginings could make you

scream, but if you knew the reality,
you’d only be a little jumpy. Don’t be

shy tonight.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec.
21). This day plays like a movie

flashback. There are numerous

opportunities to engage in past
horrors, but you choose to put them

behind you instead — how empow-
ering! Tonight is weirdly romantic.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan.

19). You think you know what’s
best for all concerned, and indeed

you do. But that doesn’t mean they’ll

follow. In the Halloween spirit, you
might employ a little witchy charm, a

secret bit of mental hocus-pocus to

persuade your subject.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18).

Half the fun will be in pretending, so

let your creativity loose, and create
scenarios that are fun for you! The

otherworldly qualities of the evening
help it live up to all its creepy poten-

tial! Boo!

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20).
There are the ghosts walking around

in household bedding with eyeholes

cut out, and there are the ghosts of
your past that haunt you day in and

day out. Be kind to both. The first

just want candy, and the others are
part of you.

Creators Syndicate

Dear Abby: I have been mar-

ried to “Sam” for 20 years.
He is a wonderful husband and

provider. When I married Sam,
we had nothing; now we have a
home and rental properties.

My family seems to be
jealous of the financial
success we have
achieved. My siblings
make snide comments
and have pulled away.

It came to a head the
other night when my
youngest sister an-
nounced to the family
that I had gone online
and anonymously threat-
ened her family. Abby, I
have never been any-
thing but kind to them.
They have an open invitation to
visit our home and swim, and I
have even bought her children
clothing and shoes when she was
unable to.

I don’t understand this, and
I’m very hurt. Please help me to
put this in perspective, because I
am fully aware that money can-
not buy happiness — happiness
comes from family and loved
ones.

— Wrongly Accused in Arkansas

Dear Wrongly Accused: Your
sister may be jealous, may have
mental problems — or may just
have a need to be the center of
attention. Since you have been

generous with her, it may be time
to realize that loving relation-
ships are reciprocal. If your
relatives are put off by what you
and your husband have accom-
plished, the problem is really
theirs, and you can’t fix it.

P.S. If your sister did,
in fact, receive a threat-
ening e-mail, rather
than accusing you, she
should have informed
the police.

Dear Abby: I am 16

and have just started
my junior year in high
school. Last spring, I
started dating “Rick,” a
guy in my class. After
six weeks, he dropped

me and started dating a popular
girl. He never said it was over or
gave me a reason for dumping
me. He just stopped calling,
wouldn’t talk to me and wouldn’t
answer my phone calls. I was
devastated.

Now that school has started
again, I see Rick in the halls. I
told him I still love him and
would do anything to get back
the way we were, and he was
very rude. I know I need to move
on, but I can’t get him out of my
heart.

Please help.

— Stuck in St. Louis

Dear Stuck: Part of your prob-

lem may be that you didn’t have
“closure” when the relationship
with Rick was over. For him to
have dropped you the way he did
was cruel.

Perhaps this will help you: I
recently attended a conference
where a man approached me
and stuck out his hand. He said
he wanted to thank me for some
advice I had given him years
ago. Like you, he was having
difficulty moving on after a ro-
mance had ended. At the time, I
told him that he should pretend
that his love object had tragically
dropped dead. (It happens!) I
said that although the person
might still be alive, their ro-
mance WAS dead, and so were
any illusions he had about the
person. I also advised him that if
he began to obsess again, he
should remind himself out loud
that he was only playing “old
tapes” in his head and to change
the channel.

He told me that my advice
hadn’t been easy to follow, but it
had worked for him then and
several times subsequently. (I
have used the technique myself,
and it worked for me.) Give it a
try.

Letters for this column — with your
name and phone number — should be
addressed to Dear Abby, P.O. Box 69440,
Los Angeles CA 90069. Readers can write
to Abby on the Internet at
http://www.uexpress.com/dearabby

Universal Press Syndicate

Dear Annie: I have been in a

relationship with “Bob” for
seven years, minus a two-year
separation. When we got back
together, he made comments
like, “This time I’m gonna make
it work,” leading me to believe
we had a future together.

A few months ago, I
discovered that Bob has
been sending expensive
presents (more expen-
sive than what he gives
me) to his ex-girlfriend,
who moved to another
state 14 years ago. When
I asked him about it, he
confessed that he hopes
eventually to join her
there so they can start a
life together.

I know I should have
broken up with him right then,

but I didn’t, because, frankly, I
had nothing else going on in my

life. Now Bob is planning to take

a week’s vacation to the ex’s

town to look at some property.

He will be staying at her house.

Bob doesn’t have enough
money for a down payment, so I

think the property thing is just

an excuse to see his ex-girl-

friend. Bob says he won’t be

having sex with her. She has a

young son, and she won’t permit

Bob to sleep in her bedroom.

(Notice he didn’t say it’s because

he wants to remain faithful to
me.)

My question is, am I being
unreasonable to be upset about
this vacation? I told Bob that if he
goes, our relationship is over,
and he can’t understand why.
What is your opinion of this

situation?
— Steady in Boston

Dear Boston: You
must be joking. Bob has
made it clear that he
wants a future with his
ex-girlfriend, and now
he is spending a week
in her house and possi-
bly looking to invest in a
piece of property near
her. Your relationship is
toast, kiddo, but you
keep scraping off the
charcoal, expecting to

find something worth keeping.
Wish him well and let him go.

Dear Annie: I am having a

problem with friends of over 50
years.

“George” and “Helen” recent-
ly celebrated their 50th wedding
anniversary. My wife and I sent
a beautiful card, congratulating
them on their great achievement,
and we also left a nice message
on their answering machine.

A week later, Helen called my
wife to say she was very hurt

because we “didn’t even have the
decency to invite them out for a
cup of coffee to honor the occa-
sion.” They haven’t spoken to us
since.

My wife is crushed, but I told
her not to feel guilty. It was their
anniversary, and they should
have invited us over to their
house to celebrate with old
friends. Am I right or wrong?
Either way, our friendship is
over.

— Old Friend in Springfield, Ill.

Dear Springfield: How sad.
While you were under no obliga-
tion to take George and Helen
out for coffee, a 50th anniversary
is quite a milestone. The card
and phone message were suffi-
cient for conveying your good
wishes, but as longtime close
friends, it would have been a
nice gesture to do something
extra. If you want to salvage the
friendship, call and apologize for
not making more out of such an
important occasion, and invite
them for dinner. If they refuse,
you are no worse off.

Annie’s Mailbox is written by Kathy

Mitchell and Marcy Sugar, longtime

editors of the Ann Landers column.

Please e-mail your questions to

anniesmailbox@comcast.net, or write

to: Annie’s Mailbox, c/o Creators Syndi-

cate, 5777 W. Century Blvd., Suite 700,

Los Angeles, CA 90045.

Creators Syndicate

Sunday Horoscope

Joyce Jillson

Woman must open her eyes
to see relationship is over

Monetary successes allow
jealousy to creep into family

Annie’s Mailbox

The approach of another presi-
dential election has me wonder-
ing about the word “ballot.” I fig-
ure it can’t be a very old word,
since voting for one’s leader is,
historically speaking, a relatively
recent development (isn’t it?).
Can you tell me about its origins?

You might be surprised to
learn that the earliest evidence
in English for “ballot” dates all
the way back to 1549. “Ballot” de-
rives ultimately from a word of
Germanic origin meaning “ball.”

Small balls, variously marked
or colored, have been used as a
means for casting a secret vote
since ancient times. For exam-
ple, in ancient Greece balls were
used in the determination of
criminal matters.

Jurors voted with one kind of
ball for acquittal and with anoth-
er for condemnation. Even today,
some private clubs accept or re-
ject candidates for membership
on the basis of a vote taken with
white and black balls, hence our
word “blackball.”

In Renaissance Venice, which
was actually a republic and had
been one since the 11th century,
this same kind of secret vote was
used. A Venetian, being Italian,
called the ball he voted with a
“ballotta,” or “little ball.”

The English borrowed Italian
“ballotta” and shortened it to
“ballot,” using it to designate a
ball or any other object, such as a
ticket or piece of paper, used in
casting a secret vote.

‘Ballot’ has long history

Dear Abby
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P. Diddy’s ‘Vote or Die’ message takes flight
BY DERRIK J. LANG

The Associated Press

A
t first glance, it appeared presi-
dential: A private jet bound for
swing states days before the elec-
tion. A campaign staff. Hungry

media. An omnipresent slogan, “Vote or
Die.”

But there’s no candidate — just Sean “P.
Diddy” Combs in all his hip-hop, hype-lov-
ing glory, putting in work for his nonparti-
san organization Citizen Change.

The mastermind behind the “Vote or
Die!” T-shirts is flying from New York to
Milwaukee, Detroit, Cleveland, Philadel-
phia, Pittsburgh and Miami on a three-day
tour to inform young people and minorities
that voting is important and, well, “sexy.”

Here’s what went down for the Milwau-
kee and Detroit legs of the tour on Tuesday:

8:46 a.m.: R&B star Mary J. Blige, who
spoke alongside Combs, arrived at the air-
port flashing a hip-hop meets Jackie Onassis
look with big sunglasses, a black-and-white
petticoat and headband pulling back her
long locks. Combs is nowhere to be seen.

9:18 a.m.: Boarding began. The 52-seat
rented jet was one big first-class section,
more Hugh Hefner’s Big Bunny than Presi-
dent Bush’s Air Force One. It featured
comfy burgundy leather seats with brass ac-
couterments, but the personal ashtrays on
each armrest were welded shut.10:08
a.m.: Combs arrived with a pillow and small-
er-than-expected entourage, which included
burly bodyguards and a petite Maltese
named Sophie that resided in its own Louis
Vuitton bag.

10:18 a.m.: Combs, who started Citizen
Change earlier this year, strolled through
the plane and greeted everyone. He sported
a “Vote or Die!” T-shirt, of course, beneath a
denim ensemble by Sean John, his personal
fashion label.

10:54 a.m.: Cruising altitude. The cap-
tain turned off the seat belt sign, although
most of the members of the media already
began prancing around the cabin. Combs, at
the front of the plane, worked on the speech
he was to give in Milwaukee.

“We wanted to do an extreme makeover
of the election process,” Combs said about
the motivation behind the tour.

11:27 a.m.: Puffy Air began its descent
into Milwaukee.

Noon: Six-vehicle motorcade, including
five SUVs and a party bus arrived. Tom
Gast, an admitted non-Puffy fan and the
plane’s pilot from New York to Milwaukee,
eyes the media awaiting Combs’ exit from

the jet. “Even though I’m voting for Bush, I
still made the flight as smooth as possible,”
Gast said.

“Kerry isn’t smart enough,” Combs said
later. “Instead of throwing a football around,
he should take his butt into the inner-city
and see how a young kid is going to school.
And you don’t see Bush taking the time to go
to BET or MTV. Nobody was talking to this
community. I deal with them every day.”

12:29 p.m.:
Combs and the
motorcade ar-
rived at the
downtown Mil-
waukee Area
Technical Col-
lege. A group of
fans, gathered
outside tempo-
rary barricades,
beg for Combs’
John Hancock.
“I love his
music,” an au-
tographless
Sarah Ver-
showske, 18,
said of Combs,
who turns 35 on
Nov. 4. “And
he’s hot.”

12:55 p.m.: A mob of students crowded

into the 1,800-seat Cooley Auditorium, many

screaming and holding up “Vote or Die!”

signs while perched atop the theater-style

seats. Before Combs emerges on the stage,

MATC President Darnell E. Cole repeatedly
warned the throng: “Get off the chairs.”

1:03 p.m.: The man entered to some
“Vote or Die!” chants and “Puffy, I love
you!” screams. Combs introduced Blige to
even more screaming.

“I’m gonna get real raw,” Blige warned. “I
saw ‘Fahrenheit 9/11’ and I’m about to go
there. I’m not afraid because God has taught
me one man can change history.”

Blige’s emo-
tional anti-war,
pro-woman
speech elicited a
range of emo-
tions from the
crowd. Some
yelled “Amen!”;
others cried. She
said her father
went to Vietnam
and “came home
a nut. And he
abused my moth-
er. He abused us
through my
mother. And she
abused us be-
cause my father
abused her.”
The “Children of

the Ghetto” singer blamed the government

for brainwashing her parents.

“I don’t think I want to benefit from a rob-

bery of innocent poor people’s blood who did

not deserve to die the same way you do not

deserve to die today,” Blige says. “But that’s

what will happen if we do not vote. We will
die.”

1:12 p.m.: After Blige’s speech, Combs
addressed the crowd. He’s less emotional,
more focused.

“I want y’all to bum rush those polls if
you’re registered and let them know we
have the power,” Combs said. “So that the
next election that comes around, instead of
them speaking to the NRA, AARP, soccer
moms, NASCAR dads, they’ll be speaking to
you, the forgotten ones, the one they turned
their backs on.”

2:10 p.m.: Combs arrived back at the tar-
mac; Air Force Change wasn’t ready to de-
part for Detroit yet. So, followed by his
50-person entourage, he walked across the
four-lane street to Amelia’s, a restaurant
and lounge specializing in pizza and beer.

Waitress and Combs fan Tabitha Maki’s
jaw practically dropped when she saw the
hip-hopster enter the eatery. “I have all of
his CDs,” Maki, 23, said.

But Diddy declined to dine. The plane was
ready. “There was no fried chicken,” Combs
joked. The motorcade arrived to drive every-
one back across the street.

2:29 p.m.: Back on Air Force Change,
field director James Gee, who helps Combs
write his speeches and usually works on real
political campaigns, hasn’t slept since yester-
day. “One of the reasons Citizen Change has
been so successful is because Puffy does
real talk,” he said before crashing for a cat-
nap. “He doesn’t have an ax to grind. He’s
not against nobody. He’s not for nobody ex-
cept the people.”

4:22 p.m.: The plane landed in Detroit.
Combs is still energetic. On the ride to the
next rally, the man who once arrived at the
MTV Video Music Awards in an 18-wheeler
beams about his latest mode of transporta-
tion. “My plane has a lot of flavor. Later on,
we’re going to have mimosas,” he promised.

7:12p.m.: Combs and Blige join actor Le-
onardo DiCaprio on an outdoor stage at
Wayne State University. The three address
the behemoth crowd, more fitting for a con-
cert than a political rally.

Together, the trio looks like a sort of surre-
al, postmodern presidential campaign com-
mercial — Combs as president, DiCaprio as
vice president and Blige as first lady.

Although Combs said he has no political
aspirations, it’s the sort of image he sees on
the horizon.

“There will be an opportunity to have a
woman president, a black president, a Lati-
no president, a gay president,” he said.

“Anything’s possible if a community flex-
es its power. That won’t happen overnight
though. We have to stay focused. We have to
grow our power within politics to be able to
break down those barriers.”

AP photos

Above: Hip-hop artist Sean “P. Diddy” Combs walks down the steps of his chartered jet in Milwaukee on

Tuesday. Combs, representing Citizen Change, a nonprofit, nonpartisan group, kicked off his “Vote or Die”

tour designed to emphasize to young Americans the importance of voting.

Left: Combs leads a crowd during a campaign rally for Sen. John Kerry in Philadelphia on Wednesday.

After introducing R&B singer Mary J. Blige, Combs walks off the stage at Tuesday’s “Vote

or Die” rally in Milwaukee.

I want y’all to bum rush those

polls if you’re registered and

let them know we have the

power. So that the next

election that comes around ...

they’ll be speaking to you,

the forgotten ones, the one

they turned their backs on.

Sean ‘P. Diddy’ Combs

Citizen Change creator
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HL
Cold frnt. Warm frnt. Occluded fr.Trough Low HighStaty. front

KEY:
Sunny      Pt. Cldy. Mostly cldy. Cloudy         Showers      T-storms          Rain       Rain/snow       Snow

HI LO
Amsterdam 59 45
Bahrain 90 69
Beijing 60 39
Beirut 79 70
Bermuda 77 71
Caracas 91 77
Helsinki 40 33
Hong Kong 84 71
Lisbon 65 53

HI LO
Manila 88 76
Mexico City 74 53
Montreal 56 34
Riyadh 91 65
Rio de. Jan 84 70
Seoul  71 47
Sofia  77 47
Sydney 74 63
Tokyo 71 58

THE WORLD

HI LO
Cape Town 75 56
Dakar  89 75
Freetown 87 75
Kinshasa 88 72

HI LO
Mogadishu 85 75
Nairobi 84 59
Rabat   68 50
Tripoli 94 61

AFRICA

SUN & MOON

Abilene,Tex. 69 56 Rain
Akron,Ohio 56 41 PCldy
Albany,N.Y. 63 45 Cldy
Albuquerque 60 36 PCldy
Allentown,Pa. 66 40 PCldy
Amarillo 67 40 PCldy
Anchorage 28 16 Snow
Asheville 73 50 PCldy
Atlanta 78 63 Cldy
Atlantic City 71 45 PCldy
Austin 83 66 Cldy
Baltimore 73 44 Clr
Baton Rouge 83 68 PCldy
Billings 44 26 Cldy
Birmingham 80 65 PCldy
Bismarck 50 29 Cldy
Boise 47 29 Rain
Boston 66 47 PCldy
Bridgeport 64 45 PCldy
Brownsville 89 72 PCldy
Buffalo 54 43 Clr
Burlington,Vt. 59 40 Cldy
Caribou,Maine 54 41 Rain
Casper 42 19 Rain
Charleston,S.C. 85 64 PCldy
Charleston,W.Va. 68 46 PCldy
Charlotte,N.C. 80 55 PCldy
Chattanooga 77 57 Cldy
Cheyenne 43 24 Cldy
Chicago 57 40 PCldy
Cincinnati 64 45 PCldy

Cleveland 56 42 PCldy
Colorado Springs 54 27 PCldy
Columbia,S.C. 83 58 PCldy
Columbus,Ga. 83 64 PCldy
Columbus,Ohio 62 44 PCldy
Concord,N.H. 65 41 PCldy
Corpus Christi 90 75 PCldy
Dallas-Ft Worth 73 62 Rain
Dayton 62 42 PCldy
Daytona Beach 85 67 PCldy
Denver 55 26 PCldy
Des Moines 60 44 Clr
Detroit 55 44 PCldy
Duluth 48 35 PCldy
El Paso 72 47 PCldy
Elkins 58 39 PCldy
Erie 55 45 Cldy
Eugene 54 38 Cldy
Evansville 67 49 PCldy
Fairbanks 12 2 PCldy
Fargo 50 31 Cldy
Flagstaff 48 23 PCldy
Flint 53 38 Cldy
Fort Smith 69 64 Rain
Fort Wayne 58 42 PCldy
Fresno 66 44 Clr
Goodland 55 30 PCldy
Grand Junction 48 28 Rain
Grand Rapids 52 38 Rain
Great Falls 44 23 Cldy
Green Bay 52 35 Cldy
Greensboro,N.C. 78 52 PCldy

Harrisburg 67 45 PCldy
Hartford Spgfld 62 44 PCldy
Helena 43 25 Cldy
Honolulu 88 75 PCldy
Houston 86 74 PCldy
Huntsville 74 61 Cldy
Indianapolis 61 46 Clr
Jackson,Miss. 81 66 Cldy
Jacksonville 85 64 PCldy
Juneau 41 36 Cldy
Kansas City 64 46 PCldy
Key West 85 77 PCldy
Knoxville 75 53 PCldy
Lake Charles 84 68 PCldy
Lansing 52 38 Rain
Las Vegas 66 48 Clr
Lexington 67 50 PCldy
Lincoln 64 41 PCldy
Little Rock 67 62 Rain
Los Angeles 73 54 Clr
Louisville 67 50 PCldy
Lubbock 67 47 Cldy
Macon 83 62 PCldy
Madison 56 36 PCldy
Medford 54 32 Cldy
Memphis 71 60 Cldy
Miami Beach 85 75 PCldy
Midland-Odessa 72 53 Rain
Milwaukee 54 41 PCldy
Mpls-St Paul 55 41 PCldy
Mobile 86 67 PCldy
Montgomery 86 65 PCldy

Nashville 70 56 Cldy
New Orleans 83 70 PCldy
New York City 66 51 PCldy
Newark 67 48 PCldy
Norfolk,Va. 81 55 Clr
North Platte 60 32 PCldy
Oklahoma City 65 55 Rain
Omaha 63 41 PCldy
Orlando 86 67 PCldy
Paducah 69 52 PCldy
Pendleton 53 31 PCldy
Peoria 60 43 Clr
Philadelphia 72 48 PCldy
Phoenix 74 55 Clr
Pittsburgh 58 42 PCldy
Pocatello 41 21 Cldy
Portland,Maine 64 43 PCldy
Portland,Ore. 53 42 Cldy
Providence 69 45 PCldy
Pueblo 62 26 PCldy
Raleigh-Durham 79 54 PCldy
Rapid City 48 26 Cldy
Reno 52 27 PCldy
Richmond 80 47 Clr
Roanoke 78 50 PCldy
Rochester 55 43 Cldy
Rockford 57 37 PCldy
Sacramento 70 43 PCldy
St Louis 67 48 PCldy
St Thomas 87 77 PCldy
Salem,Ore. 53 39 Cldy
Salt Lake City 40 27 Snow

San Angelo 71 57 Rain
San Antonio 85 69 Cldy
San Diego 69 57 Clr
San Francisco 68 48 Clr
San Jose 69 44 Clr
San Juan,P.R. 87 76 PCldy
Santa Fe 56 28 PCldy
St Ste Marie 45 32 Cldy
Savannah 85 64 PCldy
Seattle 50 42 Cldy
Shreveport 78 66 Cldy
Sioux City 59 41 PCldy
Sioux Falls 56 38 PCldy
South Bend 56 40 PCldy
Spokane 45 26 PCldy
Springfield,Ill. 63 45 PCldy
Springfield,Mo. 62 51 Cldy
Syracuse 57 45 Rain
Tallahassee 86 64 PCldy
Tampa-St Ptrsbg 87 70 PCldy
Toledo 57 40 PCldy
Topeka 65 46 PCldy
Tucson 72 46 Clr
Tulsa 67 61 Rain
Tupelo 75 61 Cldy
Waco 78 64 Rain
Washington,D.C. 73 49 Clr
W.Palm Beach 84 73 PCldy
Wichita 66 46 PCldy
Wichita Falls 68 58 Rain
Wilkes-Barre 59 43 Cldy
Wilmington,Del. 72 44 PCldy
Yakima 55 24 PCldy

TODAY’S STATESIDE OUTLOOK THE UNITED STATES TODAY
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EUROPEAN FORECAST

Shown is today’s
weather. Tempera-
tures are today’s
highs and tonight’s
lows. Pressure sys-
tems and fronts are
for noon today.

Mildenhall/

•
POLAND

CZECH REP. SLOVAKIA

AUSTRIA

HUNGARY

FRANCE

SWEDEN

NORWAY

SWITZ.

ITALY

GERMANY

RUSSIA

BELARUS

UKRAINE

NETH.

BELG..

BOSNIA
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TUNISIAALGERIAMOROCCO

SPAIN

PORTUGAL
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IRELAND

BRITAIN

DENMARK

TURKEY

MOLDOVA

ROMANIA
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GREECE
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Munich
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Moscow
40/32

St. Petersburg
39/33

Kiev
63/42

Bucharest
77/47

Warsaw
59/40

Oslo
44/29

Berlin
57/41

Frankfurt
54/46

Stuttgart
55/48

Prague
54/44

Budapest
65/49

Copenhagen
53/42

Reykjavik
48/44

Dublin
55/44

Ramstein
54/46

Vienna
57/48

Geneva
58/40

Brussels
55/50

Istanbul
71/55

Athens
75/60

Souda Bay
76/62

Sigonella
83/61

Naples
78/63

Rome
70/58

Belgrade
75/60

Sarajevo
70/54

Tirana
81/56

Pristina
66/48

Tuzla
75/52

Aviano
63/52

Pisa
63/57

Paris
60/41

Nice
66/53

Barcelona
68/53

Madrid
56/41

Morón
68/52Rota

65/52

Lisbon
65/53

Izmir
77/54

London
57/46

Lakenheath
57/45

Stockholm
46/35 Benelux: Partly cloudy. Highs in the

mid 50s to lower 60s, Monday lows
in the lower 40s to lower 50s.

Britain, Ireland: Partly cloudy with
fog. Highs in the mid to upper 50s,
Monday lows in the mid 40s.

Croatia and Bosnia: Mostly cloudy.
Highs in the lower to mid 70s,
Monday lows in the lower to mid 50s.

France: Mostly cloudy with isolated
rainshowers. Highs in the low to mid
60s, Monday lows in the lower 40s to
mid 50s.

Northern Germany: Mostly cloudy.
Highs in the mid 50s to lower 60s,
Monday lows in the 40s.

Southern Germany: Mostly cloudy
with rainshowers. Highs in the mid
50s to lower 60s, Monday lows in the
mid to upper 40s

Hungary: Mostly cloudy with isolated
rainshowers. Highs in the mid 60s,
Monday lows in the upper 40s.

Northern Italy: Mostly cloudy with
isolated rainshowers. Highs in the
low to mid 60s, Monday lows in the
lower to mid 50s.

Southern Italy: Mostly cloudy with
isolated rainshowers. Highs in the
upper 70s to lower 80s, Monday lows
in the mid to upper 60s.

Kosovo: Partly cloudy. Highs in the
mid 60s to lower 70s, Monday lows
in the upper 40s to lower 50s.

Norway: Mostly cloudy with isolated
rainshowers. Highs in the mid 40s to
mid 50s, Monday lows in the upper
20s to mid 40s.

Portugal, Spain: Mostly cloudy with
isolated rainshowers. Highs in the
mid 50s to upper 60s, Monday lows
in the lower 40s to lower 50s.

Turkey: Mostly cloudy with isolated
rainshowers. Highs in the lower 70s
to upper 80s, Monday lows in the
mid 50s to lower 60s.

European forecast for 31 October 2004

Hi Lo Otlk

For current weather watches, warnings,
and 5-day forecasts go to the USAFE
Operational Weather Squadron home
page at:
https://ows.sembach.af.mil
http://ows.public.sembach.af.mil

Forecast by: USAFE
Operational Weather
Squadron, Sembach,
Germany.
Produced by:
A1C Brandon Brinkman

As of noon, Eastern U.S. time

Non Operational
Use Only

SAUDI ARABIA

IRAN

OMAN

AFGHANISTAN

PAKISTAN
IRAQ

TURKEY

SYRIA

TURKMENISTAN

INDIA

MIDEAST

Incirlik
88/63

Baghdad
84/60

Kuwait City
94/65

Dhahran
92/64

Dubai
90/75

Zahedan
80/40

Karachi
91/69 Bombay

92/75

New Delhi
84/57

Kandahar
77/48

Kabul
68/36

Islamabad
77/52

Mazar-e-Sharif
77/46

Ashgabat
79/48

Tehran
71/56

Hyderabad
80/66

Tel Aviv
82/65

Cairo
87/66

•
•

•

•

•

•

•

•
• •

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

Today Tomorrow
Sunrise (Baghdad) 7:21am 7:22am
Sunrise (Frankfurt) 8:14am 8:16am
Sunset (Baghdad) 6:12pm 6:11pm
Sunset (Frankfurt) 8:04pm 8:02pm

Skopje
70/50
•

•Stavanger
54/45

Lajes
72/53

New moon
Nov 12

First qtr.
Nov 19

Full moon
Nov 27

Last qtr.
Nov 5
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AFN TV & Radio
Sunday

AFN-Sports, 7 a.m.—Auto racing: Busch Se-
ries Aaron’s 312 (dld).

AFN-Sports, 11 a.m.—College football:
Miami at North Carolina (dld).

AFN-Atlantic, 11 a.m.—College football:
California at Arizona St.

AFN-Sports, 6:30 p.m.—Auto racing: Nextel
Cup Bass pro Shops MBNA 500.

AFN-Atlantic, 7 p.m.—NFL: Baltimore at
Philadelphia.

AFN-Pacific, 7 p.m.—NFL: N.Y. Giants at
Minnesota.

AFN-Radio, 7 p.m.—NFL: Teams TBD.
AFN-Atlantic, 10 p.m.—NFL: New England

at Pittsburgh.
AFN-Pacific, 10 p.m.—NFL: Atlanta at Den-

ver.
AFN-Radio, 10 p.m.—NFL: Teams TBD.
AFN-Sports, 10:30 p.m.—NFL: Carolina at

Seattle.

Monday
AFN-Atlantic, 1:30 a.m.—NFL: Jacksonville

at Houston (dld).
AFN-Sports, 2:30 a.m.—NFL: San Francisco

at Chicago.
AFN-Sports, 9 a.m.—Golf: PGA Tour,

Chrysler Championship, final round (dld).
AFN-Sports, 1:30 a.m.—NFL: Cincinnati at

Tennessee (dld).
AFN-Sports, 7 p.m.—Soccer: MLS playoffs,

conference semifinals, New England at Co-
lumbus (dld).

All times are Central European Time; dld in-
dicates delayed broadcast. All listings are
subject to change. Some radio broadcasts
not available in all areas. Visit
www.myafn.net for more information.

Pro football
NFL

AMERICAN CONFERENCE
East

 W L T Pct PF PA
New England 6 0 0 1.000 148 90
N.Y. Jets 5 1 0 .833 127 102
Buffalo 1 5 0 .167 77 106
Miami 1 6 0 .143 86 121

South
Jacksonville 5 2 0 .714 122 126
Indianapolis 4 2 0 .667 183 133
Houston 3 3 0 .500 138 137
Tennessee 2 5 0 .286 124 158

North
Pittsburgh 5 1 0 .833 136 114
Baltimore 4 2 0 .667 117 85
Cleveland 3 4 0 .429 147 147
Cincinnati 2 4 0 .333 106 139

West
Denver 5 2 0 .714 140 100
San Diego 4 3 0 .571 177 142
Kansas City 2 4 0 .333 161 142
Oakland 2 5 0 .286 124 181

NATIONAL CONFERENCE
East

 W L T Pct PF PA
Philadelphia 6 0 0 1.000 171 94
N.Y. Giants 4 2 0 .667 117 100
Dallas 2 4 0 .333 107 156
Washington 2 4 0 .333 84 95

South
Atlanta 5 2 0 .714 129 142
New Orleans 3 4 0 .429 154 191
Tampa Bay 2 5 0 .286 109 124
Carolina 1 5 0 .167 83 135

North
Minnesota 5 1 0 .833 170 128
Detroit 4 2 0 .667 116 123
Green Bay 3 4 0 .429 178 172
Chicago 1 5 0 .167 85 108

West
St. Louis 4 3 0 .571 158 165
Seattle 3 3 0 .500 129 101
Arizona 2 4 0 .333 112 104
San Francisco 1 5 0 .167 105 159

Sunday’s games
Miami 31, St. Louis 14
Detroit 28, N.Y. Giants 13
Baltimore 20, Buffalo 6
Kansas City 56, Atlanta 10
Jacksonville 27, Indianapolis 24
Tampa Bay 19, Chicago 7
San Diego 17, Carolina 6
Philadelphia 34, Cleveland 31, OT
Minnesota 20, Tennessee 3
New England 13, N.Y. Jets 7
Green Bay 41, Dallas 20
Arizona 25, Seattle 17
New Orleans 31, Oakland 26
Open: Pittsburgh, Washington, San Fran-

cisco, Houston
Monday’s game

Cincinnati 23, Denver 10
Sunday, Oct. 31

Detroit at Dallas
Arizona at Buffalo
Cincinnati at Tennessee
Green Bay at Washington
Jacksonville at Houston
Indianapolis at Kansas City
Baltimore at Philadelphia
N.Y. Giants at Minnesota
Carolina at Seattle
Atlanta at Denver
Oakland at San Diego
New England at Pittsburgh
San Francisco at Chicago
Open: Tampa Bay, St. Louis, New Orleans,

Cleveland
Monday, Nov. 1

Miami at N.Y. Jets

Pro soccer
Major League Soccer playoffs

Conference Semifinals
(Two-leg Aggregate Score Series)

Eastern Conference
Columbus vs. New England

Saturday, Oct. 23

New England 1, Columbus 0, New England
leads series 1-0

Sunday, Oct. 31
New England at Columbus

D.C. United vs. MetroStars
Saturday, Oct. 23

D.C. United 2, MetroStars 0, D.C. United
leads series 2-0

Saturday, Oct. 30
MetroStars at D.C United

Western Conference
Kansas City vs. San Jose

Sunday, Oct. 24
San Jose 2, Kansas City 0, San Jose leads

series 2-0
Saturday, Oct. 30

San Jose at Kansas City
Los Angeles vs. Colorado

Friday, Oct. 22
Colorado 1, Los Angeles 0, Colorado leads

series 1-0
Saturday, Oct. 30

Colorado at Los Angeles

Pro basketball
NBA preseason
EASTERN CONFERENCE

Atlantic Division
 W L Pct GB
Philadelphia 6 2 .750 —
New York 5 3 .625 1
New Jersey 4 4 .500 2
Toronto 2 5 .286 3½
Boston 2 6 .250 4

Southeast Division
Miami 4 3 .571 —
Orlando 4 3 .571 —
Charlotte 3 5 .375 1½
Washington 3 5 .375 1½
Atlanta 1 7 .125 3½

Central Division
Cleveland 6 2 .750 —
Indiana 6 2 .750 —
Milwaukee 4 4 .500 2
Chicago 3 5 .375 3
Detroit 3 5 .375 3

WESTERN CONFERENCE
Southwest Division

 W L Pct GB
Memphis 6 2 .750 —
San Antonio 4 3 .571 1½
Houston 3 4 .429 2½
Dallas 3 5 .375 3
New Orleans 3 5 .375 3

Northwest Division
Denver 7 1 .875 —
Minnesota 4 4 .500 3
Portland 4 4 .500 3
Utah 3 4 .429 3½
Seattle 2 6 .250 5

Pacific Division
Phoenix 7 1 .875 —
L.A. Lakers 6 2 .750 1
Golden State 5 3 .625 2
L.A. Clippers 2 6 .250 5
Sacramento 2 6 .250 5

Friday’s games
Toronto 100, Cleveland 92
Denver 98, Indiana 79
Minnesota 102, Detroit 95
San Antonio 102, New Orleans 86
Phoenix 124, Sacramento 96
Seattle 91, Portland 87
End of Preseason

Tennis
Swiss Indoors

Saturday
At St. Jakobshalle
Basel, Switzerland

Purse: $1.255 million (Intl. Series)
Surface: Carpet-Indoor

Singles
Semifinals

Jiri Novak, Czech Republic, def. Stefan
Koubek, Austria, 6-4, 6-0.

David Nalbandian (4), Argentina, def. Nico-
las Massu (7), Chile, 6-3, 6-4.

Friday
Singles

Quarterfinals
Stefan Koubek, Austria, def. Ivan Ljubicic,

Croatia, 2-6, 7-5, 7-5.
Nicolas Massu (7), Chile, def. Bohdan Uli-

hrach, Czech Republic, 6-2, 7-6 (4).
Jiri Novak, Czech Republic, def. Tim Hen-

man (2), Britain, 7-6 (5), 7-5.
David Nalbandian (4), Argentina, def. Rain-

er Schuettler (6), Germany, 4-6, 7-6 (5), 6-3.

St. Petersburg Open
Saturday

At Petersburgsky SCC
St. Petersburg, Russia

Purse: $1 million (Intl. Series)
Surface: Carpet-Indoor

Singles
Semifinals

Mikhail Youzhny (4), Russia, def. Greg
Rusedski, Britain, 3-6, 6-3, 6-4.

Karol Beck, Slovakia, def. Michael Llodra
(7), France, 6-4, 2-6, 6-1.

Friday
Singles

Quarterfinals
Mikhail Youzhny (4), Russia, def. Julien

Benneteau, France, 6-0, 6-1.
Michael Llodra (7), France, def. Marat

Safin (1), Russia, 6-4, 6-1.
Karol Beck, Slovakia, def. Cyril Saulnier,

France, 6-3, 7-6 (3).
Greg Rusedski, Britain, def. Ivo Karlovic,

Croatia, 6-4, 7-6 (7).

Stockholm Open
Saturday

At Kungl, Tennishallen
Stockholm, Sweden

Purse: $816,600 (Intl. Series)
Surface: Hard-Indoor

Singles
Semifinals

Andre Agassi (1), United States, def.
Tommy Haas (4), Germany, 7-6 (5), 7-6 (4).

Thomas Johansson, Sweden, def. Michael
Ryderstedt, Sweden, 6-3, 6-2.

Friday
Singles

Quarterfinals
Andre Agassi (1), United States, def.

Fernando Verdasco (8), Spain, 7-6 (4), 6-2.
Tommy Haas (4), Germany, def. Olivier

Rochus, Belgium, 6-3, 7-6 (4).
Michael Ryderstedt, Sweden, def. Joachim

Johansson (2), Sweden, 3-6, 5-3 retired.
Thomas Johansson, Sweden, def. Andrei

Pavel (3), Romania, 6-3, 7-5 (4).

Generali Ladies Open
Saturday

At Intersport Arena Linz
Linz, Austria

Purse: $585,500 (Tier II)
Surface: Hard-Indoor

Singles
Semifinals

Elena Bovina (9), Russia, def. Nadia Petro-
va (5), Russia, 6-3, 4-6, 7-6 (3).

Amelie Mauresmo (1), France, def. Jelena
Jankovic, Serbia-Montenegro, 4-6, 6-3, 6-1.

Friday
Singles

Quarterfinals
Jelena Jankovic, Serbia-Montenegro, def.

Vera Zvonareva (4), Russia, 6-4, 6-4.
Amelie Mauresmo (1), France, def. Ai Sug-

iyama (6), Japan, 6-2, 6-4.
Elena Bovina (9), Russia, def. Alina Jidko-

va, Russia, 6-7 (3), 6-2, 3-0, retired.
Nadia Petrova (5), Russia, def. Meghann

Shaugnessy, United States, 3-6, 6-3, 6-2.

SEAT Open
Saturday

At CK Sportcenter Kockelsheuer
Luxembourg

Purse: $225,500 (Tier III)
Surface: Hard-Indoor

Singles
Semifinals

Alicia Molik (2), Australia, def. Silvia Farina
Elia (3), Italy, 6-2, 6-2.

Dinara Safina, Russia, def. Anabel Medina
Garrigues, Spain, 4-6, 6-1, 6-2.

Friday
Singles

Quarterfinal
Silvia Farina Elia (3), Italy, def. Kveta Pe-

schke, Czech Republic, 3-6, 6-2, 6-1.
Dinara Safina, Russia, def. Dally Randri-

antefy, Madagascar, 6-1, 6-4.
Anabel Medina Garrigues, Spain, def. Ana

Ivanovic, Serbia-Montenegro 3-6, 6-4, 6-1.
Alicia Molik, Australia (2), def. Tatiana

Golovin, France, 3-6, 6-4, 6-4.

College football
Friday’s scores

MIDWEST
Crown 27, Maranatha Baptist 21
Principia 46, Trinity Bible 22

FAR WEST
Boise St. 69, Hawaii 3

AP Top 25 fared
How the top 25 teams in The Associated

Press’ college football poll fared Friday:
No. 1 Southern Cal (7-0) did not play. Next:

at Washington State, Saturday.
No. 2 Oklahoma (7-0) did not play. Next: at

No. 20 Oklahoma State, Saturday.
No. 3 Auburn (8-0) did not play. Next: at

Mississippi, Saturday.
No. 4 Miami (6-0) did not play. Next: at

North Carolina, Saturday.
No. 5 Florida State (6-1) did not play. Next:

at Maryland, Saturday.
No. 6 Wisconsin (8-0) did not play. Next:

vs. No. 24 Minnesota, Nov. 6.
No. 7 California (5-1) did not play. Next: vs.

No. 20 Arizona State, Saturday.
No. 8 Texas (6-1) did not play. Next: at Colo-

rado, Saturday.
No. 9 Utah (7-0) did not play. Next: at San

Diego State, Saturday.
No. 10 Georgia (6-1) did not play. Next: vs.

Florida, Saturday.
No. 11 Tennessee (6-1) did not play. Next:

at South Carolina, Saturday.
No. 12 Michigan (7-1) did not play. Next:

vs. Michigan State, Saturday.
No. 13 Virginia (6-1) did not play. Next: vs.

Maryland, Nov. 6.
No. 14 Louisville (5-1) did not play. Next: at

Memphis, Nov. 4.
No. 15 West Virginia (6-1) did not play.

Next: at Rutgers, Saturday.
No. 16 Texas A&M (6-1) did not play. Next:

at Baylor, Saturday.
No. 17 Purdue (5-2) did not play. Next: at

Northwestern, Saturday.
No. 18 Boise State (8-0) beat Hawaii 69-3.

Next: at San Jose State, Nov. 13.
No. 19 LSU (5-2) did not play. Next: vs.

Vanderbilt, Saturday.
No. 20 Arizona State (6-1) did not play.

Next: at No. 7 California, Saturday.
No. 20 Oklahoma State (6-1) did not play.

Next: vs. No. 2 Oklahoma, Saturday.
No. 22 Virginia Tech (6-2) did not play.

Next: at North Carolina, Nov. 6.
No. 23 Iowa (5-2) did not play. Next: at Illi-

nois, Saturday.
No. 24 Minnesota (6-2) did not play. Next:

at Indiana, Saturday.
No. 25 Southern Mississippi (5-1) did not

play. Next: vs. Cincinnati, Nov. 6.

Friday
No. 18 Boise St. 69, Hawaii 3
Hawaii 3 0 0 0— 3
Boise St. 7 17 38 7—69

First Quarter
Haw—FG Ayat 38, 10:32
BSU—Zabransky 9 run (T.Jones kick), 1:38.

Second Quarter
BSU—Helmandollar 3 run (T.Jones kick),

10:06
BSU—Zabransky 1 run (T.Jones kick), 8:33
BSU—FG T.Jones 34, :00.

Third Quarter
BSU—FG T.Jones 24, 10:58

BSU—Helmandollar 4 run (T.Jones kick),
9:25

BSU—Q. Jones 38 run (T.Jones kick), 7:47
BSU—Zabransky 1 run (T.Jones kick), 4:01
BSU—Zabransky 85 run (T.Jones kick), 2:44
BSU—Carpenter 26 run (T.Jones kick), :03.

Fourth Quarter
BSU—Barrios 50 interception return

(T.Jones kick), 12:04
A—29,591.
 Haw BSU

First downs 16 25
Rushes-yards 21-73 50-425
Passing 227 164
Comp-Att-Int 26-55-5 11-19-0
Return Yards 2 175
Punts-Avg. 6-38.3 3-45.0
Fumbles-Lost 2-1 0-0
Penalties-Yards 5-40 3-35
Time of Possession 31:05 28:55

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS
Rushing—Hawaii, Brewster 10-39, Keliikipi

9-38, Chang 2-(minus 4). Boise St, Zabransky
10-123, Q.Jones 5-67, McCarty 5-67, Helman-
dollar 12-59, Marks 8-51, Carpenter 3-33, Cart-
er 4-23, Lau 2-4, Sanford 1-(minus 5).

Passing—Hawaii, Chang 26-53-4-227, Akina
0-2-1-0. Boise St, Zabransky 11-19-0-164, San-
ford 0-0-0-0.

Receiving—Hawaii, Rivers 9-80, Owens
6-54, Welch 4-37, Komine 3-30, Keliikipi 2-21,
Dickerson 1-4, Brewster 1-1. Boise St, Acree
5-69, James 4-50, Q.Jones 1-25, Bady 1-20.

High school
Saturday’s Europe scores

Cross country
European championships

(5,000 meters at Heidelberg)
Boys

Big schools
Team scoring-Division I: Ramstein 24,

Heidelberg 69, International School of Brus-
sels 92, Lakenheath 108, Kaiserslautern 122,
Wuerzburg 143, Wiesbaden 146, Frankfurt In-
ternational School 146. Division II: Patch 61,
Mannheim 73, SHAPE 89, Bitburg 107. Naples
111, Aviano 112, Black Forest Academy 122,
Vilseck 174, St. John's 186. Winner: Danny Ed-
wards (Rams) 16:24.

Small schools
Team scoring-Division III: American Over-

seas School of Rome 16, Marymount 34, Ho-
henfels 49, Sigonella 55, London Central 56.
Division IV: Menwith Hill 27, Brussels 33, Ice-
land 36, Alconbury 42, Lajes 72, Ankara 90, In-
cirlik 106. Winner: Landon Kemp (Alc) 18:00.

Girls
Big schools

Team scoring-Division I: Ramstein 36,
Heidelberg 76, Kaiserslautern 81, Würzburg
120, Frankfurt International School 134, Wies-
baden 149, Lakenheath 156, International
School of Brussels 162. Division II: Patch 28,
SHAPE 58, Aviano 98, Naples 119, Black
Froest Academy 121, St. John's 141,
AFNORTH 156, Vilseck 167. Winner: Ashleigh
Spencer (Wies) 20:48.

Small schools
Team scoring-Division III: Sigonella 15,

American Overseas School of Rome 31, Mary-
mount 49, London Central 52. Division IV:
Lajes 20, Milan 23, Brussels 46, Iceland
62.Winner: Nicole Brooks (MH) 22:34.

Football
Division I semifinals

Wiesbaden 28, Ramstein 27 (OT) at Wies-
baden

Heidelberg 30, Würzburg 0 at Heidelberg
Division II semifinals

SHAPE 21, Naples 7 at Naples
Hanau , International School of Brussels at

Brussels
Division III semifinals

Baumholder 19, Hohenfels 14 at Baumholder
Ansbach 45, Bamberg 14 at Ansbach

Tennis
(European championships at Wiesbaden)

Boys
Singles championship: Devin Hayes

(Hanau) def. Jun Koide (International School
of Brussels) 6-3, 6-3.

Doubles championship: Nikolas Serpanos
and Ken Koide (International School of Brus-
sels) def. Matt Omdal and Matt Luthman
(Ramstein) 7-5, 5-7, 6-4.

Girls
Singles championship: Flavia Cirrinchione

(Marymount) def. Jackie Esguerra (Laken-
heath) 6-3, 6-1.

Doubles championship: Paula Glover and
Izumi Tageuchi (International School of Brus-
sels) def. Paulina Ryan and Christian Staik
(Heidelberg) 6-0, 6-2.

Volleyball
Boys

(Saturday at Vicenza)
Aviano def. Vicenza 21-25, 25-13, 25-13,

25-21
(Saturday at American Overseas School of

Rome; individual game scores unavailable)
AOSR def. Naples 3-1
AOSR def. Sigonella 3-0
Naples def. Sigonella 2

Girls
(Saturday at Brussels)

Brussels def. Giessen 24-26, 25-18, 25-13,
24-26, 15-10

Baumholder def. Giessen 18-25, 25-20,
25-10, 25-9

Baumholder def. Brussels 25-13, 25-16,
25-10

(Saturday at American Overseas School of
Rome; individual game scores unavailable)

Naples def. AOSR 3-0
Sigonella def. AOSR 3-0
Sigonella def. Naples 3-0

(Saturday at Lakenheath)
Lakenheath def. Heidelberg 25-17, 25-20,

25-23.
Lakenheath def. Mannheim 25-8, 25-10,

25-15.
Heidelberg def. Mannheim 25-10, 25-2 and

25-21
(Saturday at SHAPE)

Hanau def. SHAPE 25-15, 25-23, 25-23
Ramstein def. Hanau 25-17, 25-19, 25-10
Ramstein def. SHAPE 25-12, 25-10, 25-15
SHAPE JV def. Hanau JV 25-0, 25-22, 25-11
Ramstein JV def. Hanau JV 25-9, 25-18, 25-5
Ramstein JV def. SHAPE JV 22-25, 25-23,

25-19, 25-23
(Saturday at Vicenza)

Vicenza def. Livorno 25-11, 25-23, 25-20
Aviano def. Livorno 25-2, 25-8, 25-15
Aviano def. Vicenza 25-15, 25-10, 25-20

(Saturday at Hohenfels)
Ansbach def. Hohenfels 25-27, 25-23, 27-25,

25-20
Ansbach def. Bamberg 25-23, 25-7, 25-18.
Hohenfels def. Bamberg 25-20, 19-25,

25-20, 25-14
Hohenfels JV def. Bamberg JV 27-25, 28-26,

25-18
(Saturday at Kaiserslautern)

Frankfurt International School def. Wies-
baden 25-13, 25-17, 26-24

FIS def. Kaiserslautern 25-23, 25-13, 25-13
Kaiserslautern def. Wiesbaden 25-16,

16-25, 25-19, 25-12
(Saturday at Kandern, Germany)

Black Forest Academy def. Bitburg 25-23,
21-25, 25-8, 25-18

Patch def. Bitburg 25-16, 25-14, 25-11
Patch def. BFA 25-21, 25-23, 25-21

(Saturday at London Central)
London Central def. Menwith Hill 25-9,

25-18, 25-21
Alconbury def. Menwith Hill 25-10, 25-11,

25-5
Alconbury def. London Central 25-22,

25-23, 25-14

Golf
Chrysler Championship

Friday
At Westin Innisbrook Golf Club

Palm Harbor Fla.
Purse: $5 million

Yardage: 7,340; Par 71
Second Round

Jonathan Byrd 66-66—132 -10
Jeff Sluman 62-70—132 -10
Tommy Armour III 70-64—134 -8
Rod Pampling 69-65—134 -8
Vijay Singh 65-69—134 -8
Kent Jones 64-71—135 -7
Kirk Triplett 64-71—135 -7
Vaughn Taylor 70-65—135 -7
Jesper Parnevik 68-67—135 -7
Justin Rose 65-71—136 -6
Carl Pettersson 68-68—136 -6
Robert Allenby 70-67—137 -5
Jay Haas 67-70—137 -5
Stephen Leaney 67-70—137 -5
Briny Baird 70-68—138 -4
Jose Maria Olazabal 67-71—138 -4
Tom Byrum 68-70—138 -4
Tim Clark 69-69—138 -4
Jonathan Kaye 64-74—138 -4
John Huston 70-68—138 -4
Kenny Perry 70-68—138 -4
Brian Bateman 69-70—139 -3
Joe Durant 68-71—139 -3
Lee Janzen 67-72—139 -3
Ryan Palmer 70-69—139 -3
David Toms 70-69—139 -3
Charles Howell III 68-71—139 -3
Bernhard Langer 70-69—139 -3
Loren Roberts 71-68—139 -3
Mark Calcavecchia 68-71—139 -3
Woody Austin 68-71—139 -3
Tim Herron 70-69—139 -3
Geoff Ogilvy 72-67—139 -3
Arron Oberholser 71-68—139 -3
Aaron Baddeley 70-70—140 -2
Skip Kendall 70-70—140 -2
Hidemichi Tanaka 70-70—140 -2
Craig Parry 68-72—140 -2
Carlos Franco 73-67—140 -2
Billy Mayfair 69-71—140 -2
Tom Carter 73-67—140 -2
Dean Wilson 72-68—140 -2
Kevin Na 70-70—140 -2
Chris Riley 68-72—140 -2
J.L. Lewis 68-72—140 -2
Fred Funk 70-70—140 -2
Bob Estes 70-70—140 -2
Pat Bates 72-68—140 -2
Stephen Ames 70-71—141 -1
Tag Ridings 72-69—141 -1
Jay Williamson 72-69—141 -1
Glen Day 71-70—141 -1
Spike McRoy 69-72—141 -1
Matt Kuchar 69-72—141 -1
Peter Jacobsen 71-70—141 -1
Bart Bryant 70-71—141 -1
Jeff Brehaut 72-69—141 -1

CJ Nine Bridges Classic
Saturday

At Nine Bridges Club Course
Jeju, South Korea

Purse: $1.35 millon
Yardage: 6,306; Par: 72

Second Round
a-amateur

Kate Golden 71-64—135 -9
Grace Park 66-69—135 -9
Soo-Yun Kang 71-66—137 -7
Shi Hyun Ahn 68-69—137 -7
Jill McGill 67-70—137 -7
Se Ri Pak 72-66—138 -6
Annika Sorenstam 71-67—138 -6
Jeong Jang 70-68—138 -6
Carin Koch 66-72—138 -6
Patricia Meunier-Lebouc 71-68—139 -5
Stacy Prammanasudh 69-70—139 -5
Mi Hyun Kim 69-70—139 -5
Lorena Ochoa 68-71—139 -5
Karen Stupples 67-72—139 -5
a-Jane Park 71-69—140 -4
Hyun Ju Shin 70-70—140 -4
Dorothy Delasin 70-70—140 -4
a-Hee Young Park 71-70—141 -3
Sherri Steinhauer 71-70—141 -3
Catriona Matthew 70-71—141 -3
Young-A Yang 68-73—141 -3
Hee-Won Han 72-70—142 -2
Grace Lee 71-71—142 -2
Laura Davies 71-71—142 -2
Laura Diaz 71-71—142 -2
Hyun Hee Moon 71-71—142 -2
Young Kim 69-73—142 -2
Lorie Kane 75-68—143 -1
Won Mi Park 74-69—143 -1
Ashli Bunch 72-71—143 -1
Kim Saiki 72-71—143 -1
Heather Bowie 75-69—144 E
Gloria Park 73-71—144 E
Janice Moodie 72-72—144 E
Jamie Hullett 71-73—144 E
Na Ri Kim 71-73—144 E
Ju Mi Kim 68-76—144 E

SCOREBOARD
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BY TIM BOOTH

The Associated Press

BOISE, Idaho — Hawaii’s
Timmy Chang is still chasing the
NCAA Division I-A passing
record, and that’s exactly what
Boise State wanted.

Just when it seemed as if Ty
Detmer’s record of 15,031 yards
passing was going to fall, No. 18
Boise State played its best defen-
sive game of the season.

Chang finished 14 yards short
of the record Friday night, and
Boise State gave up just a
first-quarter field goal in a 69-3
route of Hawaii that extended the
Broncos’ winning streak to 19
games, the longest in the country.

Chang had not been held to less
than 294 yards passing this sea-
son, but Boise State’s defense al-
lowed just 227 yards and made
sure the only record Chang set
was a dubious one.

Chang was intercepted four
times, and he broke the Division
I-A career interception record of
74 held by former Purdue quar-
terback Mark Herrmann.

Chang’s performance became a
footnote to a Boise State offense
that scored 69 straight points, in-
cluding 38 in the third quarter.

The Broncos won their 23rd
straight Western Athletic Confer-
ence game and 24th in a row at
home.

“People kept asking us, ‘How
are you going to stop those
guys?’ ” Boise State coach Dan
Hawkins said. “Well, our guys
stepped up. I couldn’t be happi-
er.”

Instead of Chang being the
quarterback in the spotlight, it
was Boise State’s Jared Zabran-
sky who had a record-setting
night.

The Broncos’ sophomore ran
for 123 yards and four touch-
downs, including a school-record

85-yard TD run in the third quar-
ter. He also passed for 164 yards.
The four touchdowns tied a
school record.

It was the second straight week
Boise State’s running game ex-
celled. Last week against Fresno
State, the Broncos rushed 55
times for 164 yards.

Friday night, Boise State was
far more successful, gaining 425
yards on 50 carries. It was the
Broncos’ highest rushing total
since moving up to Division I-A in
1996.

“That 85-yard run was pretty
nice,” Zabransky said. “The guys
up front did a great job.”

Five Broncos rushed for more
than 50 yards against a Hawaii
run defense ranked 106th in the
country.

Leading 24-3 at halftime, the
Broncos blew the game open in
the third quarter, scoring on all
six of their possessions.

Tyler Jones kicked a 24-yard
field goal on Boise State’s opening
possession of the half. Jon Hel-
mandollar had a 4-yard TD run,
and Quinton Jones followed with
a 38-yard scoring run, and
Zabransky added two TDs. Jeff
Carpenter capped the quarter
with a 26-yard run with 3 seconds
left.

“I thought two years ago when
we played Hawaii, that was about
as close to a perfect as I’ve ever
been involved with,” Hawkins
said of the Broncos’ 58-31 home
victory in 2002. “I think this was
probably better. It was unbeliev-
able.”

The Broncos improved to 4-0
against the Warriors since joining
the conference in 2001.

Chang entered the game need-
ing 241 yards to break the record
Detmer set from 1988-91. But
Boise State’s pass defense —
ranked 103rd in the country —
frustrated Chang into his worst
performance of the season.

With chants of “Timmy!
Timmy!” from the near-sellout
crowd at Bronco Stadium, Chang
completed 26 of 53 passes. His
last pass was incomplete on
fourth-and-1 at the Boise State 11
with 6:09 remaining.

“I didn’t throw with accuracy
and we didn’t sustain drives,”
Chang said. “You do those things
against a great team like Boise
State and it’s not going to work
out.”

Last week, Boise State held
Fresno State to just 17 rushing
yards and 191 total yards.

“It was my dream tonight to
shut Chang down,” Broncos cor-
nerback Gabe Franklin said.
“They were a powerhouse and we
shut them down.”

Chang threw all four intercep-
tions in the second half, with
Chris Barrios returning the last
one 50 yards for a touchdown
with 12:04 left.

The Broncos had 533 yards of
offense by the end of the third
quarter and finished with 589.
The 66-point margin tied for the
worst road loss in Hawaii history,
matching a 66-0 loss at Wyoming
in 1996.

Hawaii (3-4, 3-3) is 0-3 on the
road this season and has been out-
scored 158-52 away from home.
The Warriors had won three of
their last four games.

BY PAUL NEWBERRY

The Associated Press

HAMPTON, Ga. — Ryan Newman will start
Sunday’s NASCAR race from a familiar spot
— the pole.

Newman won his third straight pole and
eighth of the year Friday night, grabbing the
top spot for the Bass Pro Shops MBNA 500
with a speed of 191.575 mph in a Dodge at At-
lanta Motor Speedway.

This has become downright routine for New-
man, who has won the pole in 26 of his 113 ca-
reer races. He’s led that category the last two
years, and has two more poles than anyone
else this season.

“That’s the toughest part. We have no ex-
cuse now,” Newman said. “We’ve proved
we’re the fastest race car on a given lap. We
have to be able to do that for 60 laps in a row
here.”

Kurt Busch, who holds a 96-point lead over
Jeff Gordon in the championship chase, quali-
fied 22nd at 187.722. Gordon seeking his fifth
NASCAR title, will start 10th.

When it comes to qualifying, Newman has
been unbeatable on this 1.54-mile trioval. He
claimed his fourth straight Atlanta pole, but
has yet to win a Nextel Cup race at the track.

Joe Nemechek claimed the outside of the
front row at 191.318 — a mere 39-thousandths
of a second off Newman’s time.

Nemechek has emerged as one of the best
qualifiers on the circuit, claiming
back-to-back poles at Talladega and Kansas
City earlier this month.

“We’ve been on a roll,” he said.
Elliott Sadler took the third spot at 191.080.

Truck series star Carl Edwards will make the
best start of his Nextel Cup career, posting the
fourth-fastest speed (191.080).

Greg Biffle, Dale Earnhardt Jr., Mark Mar-
tin, Jimmie Johnson, Kevin Harvick and Gor-
don completed the top 10.

Teammates Gordon and Johnson — the win-
ner the past two weeks — were back on the
track just five days after a team plane crashed
while en route to Martinsville, Va., for last
weekend’s race.

The crash killed 10, including the son, broth-
er and twin nieces of team owner Rick Hen-
drick, along with his general manager and
chief engine builder.

As for Hendrick’s other drivers, Brian Vick-
ers was 13th and Terry Labonte had to take a
provisional spot after finishing way back in
44th.

Fifty-eight drivers attempted to make the

43-car field, the most since 59 hit the track for
the 1999 Daytona 500.

Among those sent home: Scott Riggs and
Scott Wimmer, both failing to make a race for
the first time this year, and Earnhardt’s older
brother, Kerry.

“It’s the end of the year, and so many teams
are bringing out their test teams and their
new teams for next year,” Nemechek said.
“The sport is too competitive for teams that
have problems coming into Friday. You’ve got
to be on your game every time you’re on the
track.”

Home state favorite Bill Elliott barely made
it in, claiming the 38th — and final — spot
based on time. The Dawsonville native will
race for the sixth time this year in a limited
schedule.

No. 18 Boise St. crushes Chang, Hawaii
Warriors QB ends up career leader in interceptions, not yards, in 69-3 loss

AP

Hawaii QB Timmy Chang fell 14

yards short of Ty Detmer’s NCAA

career passing yardage record,

but threw four interceptions to

break Mark Herrmann’s Division

I-A career record of 74.

AP

Boise State quarterback Jared

Zabransky ran for 123 yards and

four touchdowns, including a

school-record 85-yard TD run in

the third quarter. Zabransky also

passed for 164 yards.

Bass Pro Shops
MBNA 500 lineup
NASCAR Nextel Cup

After Friday qualifying; race Sunday
At Atlanta Motor Speedway

Hampton, Ga.
Lap length: 1.54 miles

1. (12) Ryan Newman, Dodge, 191.575 mph.
2. (01) Joe Nemechek, Chevrolet, 191.318.
3. (38) Elliott Sadler, Ford, 191.080.
4. (99) Carl Edwards, Ford, 190.988.
5. (16) Greg Biffle, Ford, 190.561.
6. (8) Dale Earnhardt Jr., Chevrolet, 189.876.
7. (6) Mark Martin, Ford, 189.740.
8. (48) Jimmie Johnson, Chevrolet, 189.500.
9. (29) Kevin Harvick, Chevrolet, 189.448.
10. (24) Jeff Gordon, Chevrolet, 189.280.
11. (19) Jeremy Mayfield, Dodge, 189.170.
12. (2) Rusty Wallace, Dodge, 188.822.
13. (25) Brian Vickers, Chevrolet, 188.758.
14. (31) Robby Gordon, Chevrolet, 188.745.
15. (20) Tony Stewart, Chevrolet, 188.738.
16. (41) Casey Mears, Dodge, 188.648.
17. (14) John Andretti, Ford, 188.616.
18. (45) Kyle Petty, Dodge, 188.584.
19. (18) Bobby Labonte, Chevrolet, 188.296.
20. (88) Dale Jarrett, Ford, 188.213.
21. (30) Jeff Burton, Chevrolet, 188.085.
22. (97) Kurt Busch, Ford, 187.722.
23. (37) Kevin Lepage, Dodge, 187.506.
24. (50) Todd Bodine, Dodge, 187.418.
25. (77) Brendan Gaughan, Dodge, 187.316.
26. (06) Travis Kvapil, Dodge, 186.975.
27. (32) Bobby Hamilton Jr., Chevrolet,

186.900.
28. (84) Kyle Busch, Chevrolet, 186.780.
29. (42) Jamie McMurray, Dodge, 186.755.
30. (51) Tony Raines, Chevrolet, 186.535.
31. (23) Shane Hmiel, Dodge, 186.522.
32. (9) Kasey Kahne, Dodge, 186.491.
33. (1) Martin Truex Jr., Chevrolet, 186.447.
34. (0) Ward Burton, Chevrolet, 186.353.
35. (43) Jeff Green, Dodge, 186.228.
36. (11) J.J. Yeley, Chevrolet, 185.965.
37. (49) Ken Schrader, Dodge, 185.847.
38. (98) Bill Elliott, Dodge, 185.785.
39. (17) Matt Kenseth, Ford, provisional.
40. (15) Michael Waltrip, Chevrolet, provi-

sional.
41. (40) SterlingMarlin, Dodge, provisional.
42. (5) Terry Labonte, Chevrolet, provision-

al.
43. (21) Ricky Rudd, Ford, provisional.

Failed to qualify
44. (10) Scott Riggs, Chevrolet, 185.164.
45. (22) Scott Wimmer, Dodge, 184.603.
46. (33) Kerry Earnhardt, Chevrolet,

184.413.
47. (09) Johnny Sauter, Dodge, 183.765.
48. (02) Hermie Sadler, Chevrolet, 183.436.
49. (4) Mike Wallace, Chevrolet, 183.424.
50. (94) Derrike Cope, Dodge, 182.783.
51. (96) Randy LaJoie, Ford, 182.147.
52. (13) Greg Sacks, Dodge, 182.087.
53. (59) Larry Foyt, Dodge, 181.425.
54. (72) Kirk Shelmerdine, Ford, 180.528.
55. (89) Morgan Shepherd, Dodge, 176.179.
56. (80) Andy Belmont, Ford, 175.549.
57. (62) Larry Hollenbeck, Chevrolet,

171.790.
58. (00) Kenny Wallace, Chevrolet, no

speed.

Newman wins 4th straight Atlanta pole
Ninth-place driver in chase for Nextel Cup championship still seeking first victory at track

AP

Ryan Newman won this third straight Nextel Cup pole and series-high eighth of the season Fri-

day night at Atlanta Motor Speedway. Newman has won the pole for 26 of his 113 career races.
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The Associated Press

NEW YORK — In this age of
niche cable networks, David
Stern has some easy instructions
for NBA fans.

“When you tire of watching
Emeril on the Food Network, we
expect you to turn to NBA TV to
watch the New Orleans Hornets.
When you tire of watching ‘Cribs’
on MTV, we expect you to move
to NBA TV so you can watch the
houses of the rich and famous
NBA players,” the NBA commis-
sioner said. “We’ve got it all for
the basketball fan.”

As NBA TV approaches its fifth
anniversary, and its second full
season of televising games, the
league finds itself in the interest-
ing position of building up its own
network and drawing viewers to
the channel while still offering it
as a supplement to its broadcast
partners at ABC, ESPN and Turn-
er Sports.

The NBA is certainly not the
only league facing this challenge
— or opportunity, depending on
how the situation is viewed. The
NFL has its own channel and
Major League Baseball is getting
ready to launch one of its own.
The NHL, in the midst of a player
lockout, has a channel in Canada
and is looking into broadcasting
in the United States. College
sports, auto racing, golf and ten-
nis are some of the other sports
with entire channels dedicated to
them.

“We’re going to reach the stage
when every big-time professional
league will have one,” said Neal
Pilson, media consultant and
former CBS Sports president.
“It’s a natural outgrowth of the im-
portance of these leagues.”

Now available in 66 million
homes (though only about 10 mil-
lion actually have it) and seen in
40 countries following a recent
agreement with Hong Kong, NBA
TV will air 96 regular-season
games in 2004-05 and select
games in the first round of the
playoffs.

Stern says there are no plans to
expand the network’s game cover-
age, noting that between the
league’s network, ABC, TNT and
ESPN and ESPN2, there are NBA
games on television every night
of the week.

“Ninety-six is a robust num-
ber,” Stern said.

TNT airs 52 games this season,
ESPN and ESPN2 combine to air
75 and ABC has 23 games (10 re-
gional) as well as the NBA Finals.

Suns buy out contract,
then waive Eisley

PHOENIX — The Phoenix
Suns waived guard Howard Eis-
ley after buying out his contract

on Friday. Terms of the buyout
were not disclosed.

The 31-year-old Eisley played
34 games for the Suns last season
after being acquired on Jan. 5 in a
multiplayer trade that sent Ste-
phon Marbury and Penny Hard-
away to the New York Knicks.

Jazz sign Kirilenko
to contract extension

SALT LAKE CITY — Andrei
Kirilenko signed a 6-year, $86 mil-
lion contract extension with the
Utah Jazz, a deal that took three
months to negotiate.

“This is the team which I love
and is where I want to stay for the
rest of my career,” Kirilenko said
Friday. “It’s pretty nice to be a
part of this team — of a family ac-
tually. It’s my family for the next
seven years.”

The fourth-year All-Star for-
ward from Russia has been with
the team longer than any other
current player. The extension
kicks in next season and is for the
maximum amount allowed under
the NBA’s collective bargaining
agreement.

It completed a long summer for
vice president for basketball oper-
ations Kevin O’Connor, who
added restricted free agents Car-
los Boozer and Mehmet Okur to
the Jazz in July.

With Kirilenko, 23, Boozer, 22,
and Okur, 25, Utah appears set in
the frontcourt for several years.

Kirilenko led the Jazz in scor-
ing last year with a 16.2 average.

The Associated Press

INDIANAPOLIS — When In-
diana Pacers coach Rick Carl-
isle was told Reggie Miller will
miss 4-6 weeks with a broken
left hand, he couldn’t help but
think the worst.

“Hopefully they won’t tell me
six to eight weeks tomorrow,”
Carlisle said.

After a disastrous preseason,
his pessimism is certainly war-
ranted.

Miller, the third Indiana start-
er to go down with an injury,
broke a bone in his non-shooting
hand in the first quarter of the
Pacers’ 98-79 exhibition loss to
the Denver Nuggets on Friday.

“Obviously, now it’s a great
thing that we have an extra
two-guard over there,” Carlisle
said, referring to Stephen Jack-
son and Fred Jones.

Indiana is already without Jer-
maine O’Neal (strained left foot
ligament), Jeff Foster (hip), An-
thony Johnson (broken hand),
David Harrison (shoulder) and
Jonathan Bender (knee).

Carlisle said Friday that
O’Neal might miss the regu-
lar-season opener next week,
while Foster and Johnson are ex-
pected to be sidelined 6-8 weeks
after initial estimates had them
both missing 4-6 weeks.

The Pacers are hoping Harri-
son and Bender will be ready
for the opener on Wednesday at
Cleveland.

Jackson, acquired in a trade
with Atlanta for Al Harrington,
will start in Miller’s place and
Jones will get more minutes off
the bench.

“There’s only one way to re-
spond,” Jones said. “We have to
go out there and start winning
games. We just have to go out
and do our thing. We’ll just
switch the roles around.”

With Jackson, a scorer and
clutch shooter, the Pacers
should not miss much of a beat
without the aging Miller, the
team’s career scoring leader.
But the Pacers will miss Jack-
son’s offensive output and veter-
an experience off the bench.

“We’re going to have to make
some changes based on the situa-
tion we’re in now,” Carlisle said.
“We’re going to have to be a pre-
cise team in the short term.”

All the injuries put more pres-
sure on Ron Artest, the team’s
No. 2 scorer last season, to come
through on both ends of the
floor, which is just fine with
him.

“We’re going to be fine,” said
Artest, who had 24 points, seven
rebounds and three steals Fri-
day night. “I’ll make sure we’ll
be all right.”

Miller out 4-6 weeks
after breaking hand

Stern touts NBA’s TV network
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BY RONALD BLUM

The Associated Press

NEW YORK — While the Bos-
ton Red Sox prepared for their
victory parade, their former
All-Star shortstop, Nomar Garcia-
parra, filed for free agency.

Until he was dealt to the Chica-
go Cubs on July 31 as part of a

four-team
trade, Garcia-
parra had
spent his en-
tire career —
8½ years —
with the Red
Sox, who beat
St. Louis on
Wednesday to
complete
their World
Series sweep.

Garciaparra has said he would
consider returning to Chicago,
and General Manager Jim Hend-
ry has already spoken with his
agent, Arn Tellem. But Garciapar-
ra also wants to test the free agent
market for the first time in his ca-
reer.

“I’m going to experience some-
thing I never experienced in the
offseason,” Garciaparra said on
the last day of the season. “Like I
said, this is one of the places I’ll
consider. No question.”

But there likely will be plenty
of other suitors for the five-time
All-Star and two-time AL batting
champion. Though Garciaparra
was slowed by injuries to his
Achilles’ tendon, left wrist and

groin — he played only 81 games
— he hit .308 with nine homers
and 41 RBIs for the Red Sox and
Cubs.

Garciaparra batted .321 in 38
games with Boston and .297 in 43
games with the Cubs.

In their first move since win-
ning their first Series title since
1918, the Red Sox exercised a
$2.5 million option Friday on
third baseman Bill Mueller in-
stead of paying a $500,000 buy-
out.

“We have tremendous owner-
ship. We have a great fan base.
We have a great nucleus. We
have a lot of resources,” Mueller
said Wednesday night. “Maybe
we can contend for this every sin-
gle year.”

The 2003 AL batting champion
hit .283 with 12 homers and 57
RBIs this season. Mueller, limit-
ed to 110 games by arthroscopic
surgery on his right knee, had the
tying single against the New York
Yankees’ Mariano Rivera in the
ninth inning of Game 4 of the AL
championship series, starting Bos-
ton’s comeback from an 0-3 defi-
cit.

Boston, scheduled to be hon-
ored in a parade Saturday, has up
to 16 players eligible for free
agency, including pitchers Terry
Adams and Pedro Astacio, who
were among 58 players to file Fri-
day, raising the total to 123 of the
215 potentially eligible.

Cardinals shortstop Edgar
Renteria filed along with catcher
Mike Matheny and outfielder Ray

Lankford. Re-signing Renteria,
29, is expected to be one of the
Cardinals’ top priorities. He bat-
ted .287 with 10 home runs and 72
RBIs this season.

Florida All-Star third baseman
Mike Lowell, who could have
opted out of his contract, agreed
to a new contract with the Florida
Marlins that guarantees the re-
maining $25.5 million his previ-
ous deal called for.

Lowell signed a $32 million,
4-year contract before last season
— with a provision that if an

agreement
for a new ball-
park was not
in place by
Monday, the
final two sea-
sons would be
voided and
Lowell would
have a player
option for
2005.

“I was hope-
ful that things would work out be-
cause I want to be a Florida Mar-
lin,” said Lowell, a three-time
All-Star who hit .293 with 27
home runs and 85 RBIs last sea-
son. “It would have been hard for
me to play under a one-year
deal.”

Cincinnati exercised first base-
man Sean Casey’s $8.5 million op-
tion for 2006.

“The fact that they picked up
the contract shows me they want
me to be here,” he said.

Cincinnati shortstop Barry Lar-

kin and Cleveland shortstop
Omar Vizquel filed for free agen-
cy along with Colorado third base-
man Vinny Castilla, who declined
a $2.1 million mutual option after
hitting 35 homers in his first sea-

son back with
the Rockies
and leading
the NL with
131 RBIs.

Texas de-
clined an
$8,066,667 op-
tion on Rusty
Greer and
will give a
$600,000 buy-
out to the in-

jured outfielder, who hasn’t

played since July 11, 2002, but

has collected $21.8 million for the

2002, 2003 and 2004 seasons. The

Rangers also declined a $4 mil-

lion option on outfielder Brian

Jordan, who will get a $125,000

buyout.

The Yankees declined a $3 mil-

lion option on first baseman

Travis Lee and a $3.6 million

2006 option on reliever Paul

Quantrill. Lee gets a $250,000 buy-

out and Quantrill a $400,000 buy-

out.

The Cubs exercised their $2

million option on right-hander

Ryan Dempster, and Detroit de-

clined a $1.1 million option on

right-hander Al Levine, instead

giving him a $100,000 buyout.

Lowell

Castilla

The Associated Press

OAKLAND, Calif. — Texas
Rangers reliever Frank Fran-
cisco pleaded not guilty Friday
to a misdemeanor assault
charge for breaking a woman’s

nose after
tossing a
chair into
the stands
at an Oak-
land A’s
game, his

attorney said.
Francisco could face o year

in county jail and a maximum
three years’ probation if con-
victed. A felony charge carried
a possible penalty of three
years in state prison.

The pitcher was not re-
quired to appear Friday in
Alameda County Superior
Court for his arraignment.

“We have no intention of
pleading guilty to that charge,”
said his attorney, Rick
Minkoff. “I was hopeful … that
there wouldn’t be any criminal
charges. We’ll just have to
see.”

Francisco hurled a plastic
chair into the right field seats
after fans near the Rangers
bullpen began heckling the
team during the Rangers’ loss
to the A’s on Sept. 13.

The chair struck Jennifer
Bueno of Livermore, breaking
her nose.

Francisco was suspended
for 15 games and has since re-
turned to his home in the Do-
minican Republic.

Baseball will review Franco
after law enforcement

NEW YORK — The baseball
commissioner’s office will
wait until after a government
investigation to examine
whether there has been a rela-
tionship between New York
Mets reliever John Franco and
alleged mobsters.

Franco has given people as-
sociated with the Bonanno
crime family free tickets for
Mets games and passes to visit
him in the clubhouse, gang-
landnews.com reported Thurs-
day. Prosecutors may ask
Franco to testify in the trial of
Vito Rizzuto, the Web site re-
ported, adding that Franco ar-
ranged in 1993 for alleged mob-
sters to get tickets for a Mets
game in Montreal.

Franco wouldn’t comment
on the specifics of the report.

Tigers make roster moves

DETROIT — The Detroit Ti-
gers declined a $1.1 million op-
tion on pitcher Al Levine on
Friday and have agreed to a
one-year contract with pitcher
Jamie Walker.

Levine, a right-hander, was
3-4 with a 4.58 ERA in 65
games for the Tigers last sea-
son. Walker, a left-hander was
3-4 with a 3.20 ERA in 70
games this year and was 8-8
with a 3.38 ERA over three sea-
sons.

Rangers’
Francisco
pleading
not guilty

RED, FROM BACK PAGE:

Police said 10 people were ar-
rested, 12 people were taken to
hospitals for treatment of minor
injuries and 30 people were treat-
ed on the street.

Martinez looked stunned when
hit by the ball, putting his hand to
his forehead. The ball was later
seen floating in the water as the
boat continued down the river for
the final leg of the parade.

Jim Averill, 42, of Boston, said
the ball was thrown at a high
speed from the river bank. He
said pitcher Derek Lowe tried to
catch it before it struck Martinez.

“It hit him and it flew up about
15 feet and fell into the water,” he
said.

Wild cheers greeted the Red
Sox players when they arrived at
Fenway Park before the parade.
At an impromptu rally on the
field, manager Terry Francona
said his team always had what it
took to win even if his scruffy
players — who dubbed them-
selves “idiots” — didn’t always
look serious.

“They may not wear their hair
normal, they many not dress nor-
mal, but they play the game as
good as you can,” Francona said.

During the parade, several play-
ers hoisted signs that said “Idiots
Rule!”

That the World Series victory

came at the expense of the Yan-
kees, whom the Red Sox beat in a
historic comeback in the playoffs,
made it that much sweeter.

“Every Red Sox fan from now
on can walk into Yankee stadium
with their head high,” catcher
Jason Varitek said.

Because so many fans were ex-
pected in Boston to celebrate the
team’s World Series triumph, the
plan for the parade did not in-
clude any stops or a staged rally.

“I understand the problem —
where do you stick 5 million peo-
ple?” fan Dave Henry said.

Authorities would not let fans

stuff themselves into City Hall
Plaza, where the New England Pa-
triots held rallies after they won
the Super Bowl twice in the past
three years.

“Let’s face it, you get a crowd
that size and it’s very unpredict-
able,” Police Commissioner Kath-
leen O’Toole told The Associated
Press on Friday. “One of the rea-
sons we’re not having one particu-
lar rally location is that we’re con-
cerned that it could be a danger-
ous situation.”

“It’s going to be a great pa-
rade,” O’Toole said. “If they’re
along a long parade route, they’re

going to have a better vantage
point than being at a rally that’s
potentially dangerous where they
can’t see a thing. I think it’s a
great thing, and I hope tomorrow
is an exciting and safe day for ev-
eryone.”

The theme of the parade was
“We kept the faith, now let’s keep
the peace,” in hopes of prevent-
ing rowdiness or violence, like
the deadly frenzy that erupted
after Boston’s Game 7 win over
the Yankees in the playoffs. An
Emerson College student was
killed by a pepper-spray pellet
fired by police trying to control
the crowd of 80,000 revelers.

Garciaparra

Garciaparra becomes a free agent
Red Sox keep 3B Mueller; Lowell, Marlins agree on new contract

Red: Parade draws hundreds of thousands
Boston Red Sox

star David Ortiz

smiles and

waves to cheer-

ing fans as he

holds the World

Series trophy

during the pa-

rade in Boston

on Saturday. Up

to five million

were expected

to jam the city’s

streets to cele-

brate the Red

Sox’s World

Series victory.

AP
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PALM HARBOR, Fla. — Jeff
Sluman and Jonathan Byrd were
tied for the lead at the Chrysler
Championship, both knowing the
tournament really doesn’t start
until the weekend.

For Paul Azinger, Olin Browne
and a host of others, their season
ended Friday.

Sluman was eight shots worse
than his course-record 62 in the
opening round, missing a
half-dozen good looks at birdie
but still playing solidly from tee
to green for a 1-under 70. Byrd
blitzed the back nine for the sec-
ond straight day and shot another
66.

“Some days it’s easy, and some
days it’s a little more difficult,”
said Sluman, who never had the
lead to himself in the second
round and wound up tied with
Byrd at 10-under 132.

In the final full-field tourna-
ment of the year, perhaps it was
no surprise that the top five guys
already have their cards locked
up for next year, with no worries
about where they are on the
money list.

Vijay Singh, moving closer to a
$10 million year, had a 69 and
was only two shots behind. Also at
8-under 134 was International
winner Rod Pampling (65) and
Tommy Armour III (64), exempt
through 2005 for his record-set-
ting victory last year in the Texas
Open.

“You certainly shouldn’t be sur-
prised to see Vijay up there,” Slu-
man said of the No. 1 player in

golf who is
going for his
sixth victory
in his last
eight starts.

The real
shock was Azinger, one of several
players who had their bubbles
burst at Innisbrook.

Azinger is No. 123 on the
money list and opened with a 75.
He played hard and got to 1
under, seemingly safe to make
the cut at even par. But he missed
the green on the par-3 8th, his
17th hole, and took a bogey.

He ripped a good drive on 9,
but his 8-iron to 40 feet left him a
difficult putt that swung sharply
to the right. Azinger knocked that
some 12 feet by, and he missed
the par putt for a 68 to miss the
cut by one shot.

Azinger walked briskly out of
the scoring trailer and screamed
in disgust.

“You hate to see that,” said Slu-
man, who played with Azinger.
“I’m sure he’ll beat himself up
over that.”

Browne, No. 125 on the money
list, shot a 77 and must wait two
days to see if anyone passes him.

Kent Jones (No. 124) had an
even-par 71 and was at 135. In-
stead of worrying about keeping a
job, he can now think about win-
ning his first tournament. Also at
135 were Kirk Triplett (71),
Vaughn Taylor (65) and Jesper
Parnevik (67).

Among those missing the cut
was Masters champion Phil Mick-
elson after a 76. Lefty has played

only twice since the Ryder Cup.
He got food poisoning in Las
Vegas and had to withdraw after
two rounds, and he missed his sec-
ond cut of the year at Innisbrook.
At least he improved from last
year, when he shot rounds of
80-74.

Golden, Park share LPGA lead

JEJU, South Korea — Kate
Golden fired an eight-under-par
64 on Saturday to tie South Ko-
rea’s Grace Park for the lead
after a second round in the CJ
Nine Bridges Classic.

With a two-day total of 135,
Golden and Park were two
strokes ahead of Jill McGill of the
United States, and Soo-Yun Kang
and defending champion Shi
Hyun Ahn, both from South
Korea.

The Associated Press

STOCKHOLM, Sweden —
Andre Agassi reached the Stock-
holm Open final for the first time,
edging Germany’s Tommy Haas
7-6 (5), 7-6 (4) and advancing to
the title match against Thomas Jo-
hansson.

Johansson, a former Australian
Open champion, beat 19-year-old
countryman Michael Ryderstedt
6-3, 6-2 in the other semifinal.

Johansson won this event four
years ago, the last Swede to do so.

The top-seeded Agassi won in
straight sets for the fourth consec-
utive match, but this was his
toughest. He has beaten Haas two
of three times this year.

“Today was very high stan-
dard,” said Agassi, who lost in the
quarterfinals in Stockholm in
1989 and 1994. “The first time we
played in L.A. people said it was
the best match they’ve seen all
year. And then we played the
next week (in Toronto) and the
people that saw that one and the
first said that this one was even
better. Now we’ve played here
and this was possibly even better
again.”

Haas, seeded fourth, missed
much of the 2003 season with a
shoulder injury. Two weeks ago,
he reached the semifinals in Vien-
na, Austria. After missing 16
months while undergoing two op-
erations, Haas has gone from un-
ranked in the beginning of the
year to the top 25.

Neither player was broken in
the Agassi-Haas match. Haas,
who also won his first three
matches in straight sets, had a

chance to go
up 6-4 in the
first tiebreak-
er but
couldn’t put
away an easy

overhead and lost the point on a
wide forehand. Haas missed an-
other forehand, giving Agassi a
6-5 lead. Agassi won the set with
a forehand pass.

Agassi never trailed in the sec-
ond-set tiebreaker, racing ahead
5-1 and winning on his second
match point when Haas’ fore-
hand sailed wide.

Nalbandian vs. Novak
in Swiss Indoors final

BASEL, Switzerland — David
Nalbandian beat injured Olympic
champion Nicolas Massu 6-3, 6-4
Saturday to reach his third
straight Swiss Indoors final, set-
ting up a title match against Jiri
Novak and keeping alive his bid
for the season-ending Tennis Mas-
ters Cup.

Novak of the Czech Republic
defeated Stefan Koubek of Aus-
tria in the other semifinal, sweep-
ing 11 straight games in a 6-4, 6-0
victory.

Japan’s Niida retains
WBA minimumweight title

TOKYO — Japan’s Yutaka
Niida retained the WBA mini-
mumweight title Saturday, beat-
ing Venezuela’s Juan Landaeta.

Niida used a barrage of punch-
es late in the bout at Ryogoku
Kokugikan and outscored interim
champion Landaeta on two of
three judges’ scorecards.

The Associated Press

SAN FRANCISCO — Federal
prosecutors deny any misconduct
during the investigation of a per-
sonal trainer charged with distrib-
uting illegal steroids to some top
athletes, according to court docu-
ments filed Friday.

Prosecutors filed the docu-
ments, which contained potential-
ly damaging evidence against San
Francisco Giants slugger Barry
Bonds, in response to defendants’
attorneys accusations of miscon-
duct and other allegations.

Personal trainer Greg Ander-
son, Victor Conte, founder of Bay

Area Laboratory Co-Operative,
and two other men, BALCO vice
president James Valente and
track coach Remi Korchemny,
are charged with distributing ste-
roids, including the previously un-
detectable THG, to top athletes.

Charges also include posses-
sion of human growth hormone,
misbranding drugs with intent to
defraud and money laundering.

All have pleaded not guilty, and
their attorneys have said they
would seek to have charges dis-
missed.

Also revealed Friday in the
court documents was Conte’s al-

leged statements to Internal Reve-
nue Service agent Jeff Novitzky
in 2003 that Bonds regularly visit-
ed his lab for steroids, according
to reports on ESPN.com and the
San Francisco Chronicle’s web
site.

They cite a memorandum of No-
vitsky’s interview with Conte sub-
mitted by the U.S. Attorney’s of-
fice in San Francisco along with
the other documents.

Conte has denied the allega-
tions, and Bonds has denied ever
having used steroids. The slugger
has not been charged.

Attorneys for the four defen-

dants have claimed their clients
were subjected to illegal searches
and coerced by investigators.

An attorney for Anderson
claims leaks by government offi-
cials and misconduct by the lead
investigator are sufficient
grounds for dismissal.

Anderson was the trainer for
Bonds, who was among dozens of
athletes called to testify before
the grand jury in November and
December of 2003.

Anderson’s attorney, Anna
Ling, is seeking to suppress evi-
dence and statements investiga-
tors said her client made. Ling al-

leged in a motion filed earlier this
month that Anderson was de-
tained illegally in his house and
was not advised of his right to
have an attorney present.

According to an investigator’s
report made public Friday, Ander-
son told agents “he didn’t think he
should be talking anymore be-
cause he didn’t want to go to jail”
after they confronted him with a
file containing Bonds’ name.

The federal agents also stated
in their reports they seized calen-
dars and other documents detail-
ing the use of steroids by profes-
sional baseball players during the
search of Anderson’s home.

Authorities deny misconduct in BALCO investigation

Sluman, Byrd tied at
10 under in Chrysler

AP

Jeff Sluman watches his tee shot

on the 10th hole during the sec-

ond round of the Chrysler Champi-

onship on Friday in Palm Harbor,

Fla. Sluman finished the round

tied for first with Jonathan Byrd at

10-under-par 132.

Agassi reaches first
Stockholm Open final
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7 p.m. Sunday
AFN-Pacific

Game time is Central European.

10 p.m. Sunday
AFN-Pacific

Game time is Central European.

Minnesota
Vikings

Atlanta
Falcons

Denver
Broncos

BY DAVE CAMPBELL

The Associated Press

MINNEAPOLIS — The Minnesota
Vikings were soaring last season, un-
beaten in six games until the strug-
gling New York Giants showed up at
the end of October and sent them
back to sea level.

That marked the first of four losses
the Vikings had against teams that fin-
ished 4-12 — nobody in the league
was worse than that. They dropped
seven of their final 10 and missed the
playoffs.

Well, it’s a year later and the sched-
ule looks eerily similar.

The Giants are due at the Metro-
dome on Sunday, with Minnesota
(5-1) riding a wave of confidence.

Better not let up this time.

“It’s something that has been on
my mind since the game ended,”
coach Mike Tice said, reflecting on
last season’s 29-17 defeat to New
York. “This is the time last year
where I thought we drifted a little bit,
and that ultimately has to come down
to me for letting that happen.”

With that in mind, Tice has been
hard on his assistants and players
this week, determined to keep the
team from slipping with subpar prep-
aration.

“Hopefully it will be a lot better
feeling than we had last year, when
some said that we embarrassed every-
body after that particular game,”
Tice said, a not-so-subtle jab at owner
Red McCombs, who told the Vikings
they humiliated him and their fans fol-
lowing the game.

Giants defensive tackle Fred Rob-
bins, who played for Minnesota the

past four seasons, had no trouble re-
membering what happened.

“I am sure they don’t want the
same thing to happen,” Robbins said.
“We have to go in with the mind-set
that we need to get a victory and get
back on the winning track.”

New York (4-2) has matched up
well with Minnesota recently, having
won three of the past four meetings,
starting with a 41-0 romp at Giants
Stadium in the NFC championship
game after the 2000 regular season.

Last year’s Giants finished with
eight straight losses, leading to coach
Jim Fassel’s firing, an overhaul of the
offensive line and a new defensive co-
ordinator, Tim Lewis. Though they
lost last week to Detroit, the Giants
have rebounded under demanding
coach Tom Coughlin, thanks largely
to a stellar performance by running
back Tiki Barber.

He hasn’t lost a fumble this year,
and his 989 total yards are by far the
most in the league. Quarterback Kurt
Warner has experienced a bit of a re-
naissance, throwing just two intercep-
tions in the first six games.

“It’s just a great atmosphere right

now,” Warner said. “It’s been chal-
lenging, frustrating at times, coming
from the offense in St. Louis … and
trying to adjust my philosophy. But
that part has been rewarding.”

The one thing hampering New
York’s offense is an inability to con-
vert long drives into touchdowns. In
three possessions inside the Lions’
20-yard line last week, the Giants got
just six points.

For the season, New York has
turned 21 red-zone trips into only
seven touchdowns, the worst percent-
age in the NFC.

“Execution has to be perfect,”
Coughlin said. “Everything happens
fast, and we haven’t had the success
that we should have. … Until we put
the ball in the end zone with some
kind of consistency, those questions
will prevail.”

The Vikings’ defense is coming off
its best showing this season.

The three-point yield against the Ti-
tans was the lowest in 98 games. E.J.
Henderson is back at middle lineback-
er after missing two games with a
sprained knee, and Minnesota has
more speed on that side of the ball
this year.

“I see an aggressive defense, an at-
tacking defense that does a variety of
things,” Warner said. “I haven’t seen
a lot of big plays given up.”

Minnesota quarterback Daunte
Culpepper has 19 touchdown passes,
leading the offense to new heights.
Randy Moss is expected to play a
more meaningful role this week, but
his strained hamstring won’t be fully
healed.

That will keep the pressure on rook-
ie running back Mewelde Moore,
who gained a team-record 610 total
yards over the past three games.

BY EDDIE PELLS

The Associated Press

DENVER — The Denver Bron-
cos were humbled. The Atlanta
Falcons were humiliated.

Both teams would agree that
their game Sunday can’t come
soon enough.

“You have to be a player to actu-
ally know what it’s like to experi-
ence something like that,” Atlan-
ta quarterback Michael Vick said.

Indeed, Atlanta’s 56-10 loss to
Kansas City and Denver’s 23-10
loss at Cincinnati has left both
teams embarrassed about the
game that just passed and a bit
concerned about what might hap-
pen next.

Both teams have spent the past
week defending their 5-2 records,
their status atop their respective
divisions and, most tellingly, their
style of football.

In Atlanta, questions about
Vick’s effectiveness in the West
Coast offense have become more
prevalent. Largely considered the
most dynamic quarterback in the
NFL, he has a passer rating of
72.8 — 23rd in the league — and
just four touchdown passes.

More than that, though, it was
the record eight touchdowns rush-
ing the Falcons allowed last week
that has shocked people. It was
the NFL’s top-ranked rushing de-
fense before the Chiefs game.
Now the Falcons are ranked

ninth, and coach Jim Mora ratch-
eted things up in practice.

“I think after you get gashed
like we did, you have to come
back with a little bit of that anger
in you, and they need to feel it
from me,” Mora said.

“I don’t know if anger is the
right word, but emotion or re-
solve.”

The Broncos, meanwhile,
played the spin game on two
fronts after their ugly loss.

They admit they were inexpli-
cably unprepared for the Monday
night game against the Bengals.
But they view it as more of a
slip-up than anything drastic.

“We learned a lesson from it
and we will move on,” quarter-
back Jake Plummer said.

Denver is also in the middle of
turmoil about its run blocking, a
debate that seems to crop up
every year, normally around the
time a Broncos lineman breaks

someone’s ankle with a cut block
the way George Foster did to
Tony Williams last week.

Cut blocks — blocks below a de-
fender’s waist — are legal as long
as the blocker’s helmet is in front
of the defender’s shoulders.

Technically, Foster’s block was
legal, but around the league it
was viewed as a cheap shot be-
cause Williams couldn’t see it
coming and because the block
had little to do with the play.

In an unusually candid mo-
ment, coach Mike Shanahan
brought reporters into the film
room to show examples of the
many teams who use cut blocks to
make their running game go.

The big difference, Shanahan
says, is Denver has been profi-
cient running the ball over the
years — in the top five in seven of
the past nine seasons — so the
Broncos get picked on more than
most.

“The only thing I’m saying is it
goes on every week, everywhere
in the NFL,” Shanahan said. “It’s
been going on for years and years
and years.”

The subject is timely this week
because the Falcons hired Alex
Gibbs as their offensive line
coach in the offseason. Gibbs
helped shape Denver’s running
game over the past nine seasons,
and it figures the Broncos’ defend-
ers should be ready.

“You’ve just got to play hard

and figure out ways to defeat it,”
Mora said. “But I’ve never had a
problem with it. I think you make
a huge mistake if you go into a
game and you emphasize to your
defensive players: ‘OK, they are
going to cut you down, they are
going to chop you.’ Because then
they don’t play hard, they don’t
play aggressive, and that’s the ob-
jective of a team that comes out
and cuts you down sometimes.”

Of course, after last week’s de-
bacles, both these teams have
much more to worry about than

just cut blocking. They both need
victories — or at least good perfor-
mances — to get their promising
seasons back on track.

“What happens this week is in-
dependent of last week,” Mora
said.

Or, at least he hopes so.

As do the Broncos.

“All you can do is just bounce
back the next week. What we do
next week is what everybody will
be talking about, not what we did
last week.”

New York
Giants

Falcons, Broncos strive to erase last week’s nightmares

AP

Minnesota’s Daunte Culpepper leads the NFL in touchdown

passes (19), quarterback rating (124.0), completion per-

centage (73.3), and is second in passing yards (1,949).

at

at

AP

Atlanta Falcons’ Demorrio Williams (51), Darnell Sanders (88), Warrick

Dunn (28), Dez White (89) and Michael Vick (7) were humiliated when

the Chiefs set an NFL record by rushing for eight touchdowns.

Vikings seek to avoid another letdown vs. Giants
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BY DAVE GOLDBERG

The Associated Press

The New England Patriots
might be like no other power-
house in NFL history. They al-
most never dominate, they just al-
ways win — a record 21 victories
in a row including the postseason,
18 straight in the regular season.

Could their run end in Pitts-
burgh on Sunday?

The Steelers are 5-1 and have
won four straight, all with rookie
Ben Roethlisberger at quarter-
back. They also are home and
rested after an off week.

By contrast, four of New En-
gland’s six wins this season have
been in Foxboro, where the Patri-
ots never lose. Their road games
were rather sloppy wins at Arizo-
na and Buffalo, teams that have
won three games between them.

On the other hand …

Roethlisberger is due for a bad
game at some point, and Bill Beli-
chick and Romeo Crennel are just
the coaches to devise a defense
that will confuse a rookie quarter-
back. That’s especially true with a
defense full of game-turners: Will-
ie McGinest, Tedy Bruschi, Rich-
ard Seymour, Ty Law, Rodney
Harrison, and on and on.

“I’m sure with Ben, they will
have a special package for him,”
says Hines Ward, whose 43 recep-
tions rank sixth in the NFL.

Pittsburgh seeks a measure of

revenge. The last time the teams
played at Heinz Field was the
2001 AFC championship game,
when the Patriots upset the fa-
vored Steelers 24-17. Drew Bled-
soe came on in relief of an injured
Tom Brady in what turned out to
be his last hurrah as a Patriot.

New England is the favorite
this time, by three points.

Favorites have been falling
every week. And home under-
dogs win, especially when they
are 5-1.

STEELERS, 17-16.
Baltimore (plus 8½) at Philadel-

phia: Another upset possibility,
even with Jamal Lewis suspend-
ed. But Baltimore will be without
Jonathan Ogden, too, allowing the
Eagles to put even more pressure
on the struggling Kyle Boller. …
EAGLES, 17-10.

Miami (plus 7) at New York
Jets (Monday night): Before the
Dolphins beat the Rams, David
Bowens said he expected them to
win their final 10 games. Sorry.
… JETS, 19-11.

Indianapolis (minus 2½) at
Kansas City: The Chiefs never
stopped the Colts last season. The
Colts don’t stop many people ei-
ther. … COLTS, 45-42.

Atlanta (plus 6½) at Denver:

Another AFC West team that can
run against the Falcons. Not 56
points this week, but … BRON-
COS, 27-17.

New York Giants (plus 7) at
Minnesota: After the Giants beat
the 6-0 Vikings at the Metrodome
last season, Mike Tice said: “This
game has concerned me over the
years, because we don’t match up
well against the Giants.” … GI-
ANTS, 30-28.

Jacksonville (plus 2) at Hous-
ton: The Jaguars can’t always win
in the final minute … TEXANS,
16-14.

Detroit (plus 3) at Dallas: The
road is suddenly magic for the
Lions. … LIONS, 24-20.

Green Bay (minus 2½) at Wash-
ington: The Packers’ two best
DBs might not play, but does that
matter against Mark Brunell? …
PACKERS, 20-9.

Cincinnati (plus 4) at Tennes-
see: Steve McNair’s chest injury
is the Titans’ biggest concern. As-
sume he won’t play. Or won’t play
well. … BENGALS, 20-14.

Carolina (plus 8) at Seattle:
With all the Panthers’ problems,
another Seahawks loss is incon-
ceivable. Or is it? … SEAHAWKS,
22-16.

Oakland (plus 5) at San Diego:
The Chargers can make the play-
offs. … CHARGERS, 31-22.

Arizona (plus 3) at Buffalo: The
Cardinals have lost three road
games by a total of 13 points. …

BILLS, 13-9.

San Francisco (plus 2) at Chica-
go: Tim Rattay is an NFL quarter-
back. Craig Krenzel, Jonathan
Quinn and Chad Hutchinson

aren’t. … 49ERS, 10-6.

Last week: 5-9 (spread), 8-6
(straight up).

Season: 51-49-2 (spread), 67-35
(straight up).

The Associated Press

EDEN PRAIRIE, Minn. — Min-
nesota Vikings wide receiver
Randy Moss was upgraded to
probable for Sunday’s game
against the New York Giants
after participating in an entire
practice for the first time in near-
ly two weeks.

“That’s big,”
coach Mike
Tice said Fri-
day. “We’re
pretty excit-
ed.”

Moss, who
strained his right hamstring in a
win at New Orleans on Oct. 17,
made a token start last week
against Tennessee but played just
two snaps as a decoy. He is ex-
pected to play a larger role
against the Giants on Sunday, but
won’t be at full strength for at
least two more weeks.

The five-time Pro Bowler leads
the Vikings with 394 yards receiv-
ing and eight touchdowns this sea-
son. He’s tied with running back

Mewelde Moore for the team lead
in receptions with 26.

Moss has played in 102 consecu-
tive games.

Redskins tell rookie Taylor
to stay home

WASHINGTON — A day after
skipping practice following his ar-
rest on a drunken driving charge,
Washington Redskins rookie safe-
ty Sean Taylor was granted an ex-
cused absence Friday. In fact, the
team told him to stay away until
Monday.

Taylor will be inactive for Sun-
day’s game against the Green
Bay Packers, the fallout from
being charged with driving under
the influence and refusing a
breathalyzer test after being
stopped by a Virginia trooper
early Thursday.

Taylor was not at Redskins
Park for Friday’s practice. Coach
Joe Gibbs said the No. 5 overall
draft pick will not be at Satur-
day’s walkthrough or Sunday’s
game.

“He’s not going to play this
weekend, so I think it’s good for
him from a standpoint of media at-
tention for the team and all that
kind of stuff,” Gibbs said. “It’d be
better for the rest of us to spend
the rest of the week concentrat-
ing on Green Bay.”

The Redskins have to handle
Taylor’s situation carefully be-
cause they can’t directly punish
him over the charges unless he ad-
mits to them or is found guilty.
However, Gibbs can penalize Tay-
lor for missing Thursday’s prac-
tice and team meetings without

notice.
Taylor was stopped by a state

trooper around 2:45 a.m. Thurs-
day.

The whole episode violated the
No. 1 rule Gibbs gave his players
at the beginning of the season:
Don’t embarrass the Redskins.

“I realize we’re dealing with
young guys,” Gibbs said. “They
make mistakes. In general, we
trust them. They’re real profes-
sional. You’ve got to be smart.
You’ve got a lot of time to vaca-
tion, be with your family or what-
ever. During the season it’s the
time when you’re trying to be fo-
cused on football.”

Taylor’s absence leaves the
Redskins without their two top
safeties. Matt Bowen is out for
the season with a knee injury,
leaving Ryan Clark and Andre
Lott — with just seven career
NFL starts between them — as
the probable starters against the
Packers.

Cardinals demote OL coach

TEMPE, Ariz. — The Arizona
Cardinals reassigned offensive
line coach Bob Wylie to scouting
duties and promoted first-year as-
sistant Everett Lindsay.

There was no immediate word
Friday from Cardinals head
coach Dennis Green on why the
switch was made heading into
Sunday’s game at Buffalo.

Lindsay, an offensive tackle for
10 years in the NFL, was cut by
the Cardinals on Sept. 6 and re-
tired after playing for Minnesota,
Baltimore and Cleveland. He was
then hired by Green to help the of-

fensive line for Arizona (2-4).
Wylie joined Arizona’s staff on

Jan. 15 after spending five years
as Chicago’s offensive line coach.

Chargers’ Tomlinson expected
to start

SAN DIEGO — Chargers run-
ning back LaDainian Tomlinson
practiced Friday and is expected
to start against the Oakland Raid-
ers on Sunday.

Tomlinson has been bothered
by a strained groin the last three
games and failed to gain more
than 65 yards in any.

Two of Tomlinson’s five big-
gest games as a professional
came against the Raiders in 2003.
He had a career-high 243 yards
in a home win in the season fina-
le, and 187 yards in an overtime
loss at Oakland on Sept. 28.

His backup, Jesse Chatman,
has played well, although he has a
turf toe and has been held out of
practice. Chatman is listed as
probable on the injury report, al-
though coach Marty Schottenhe-
imer said it will be a game-time
decision whether he’ll play.

Sammy Davis is expected to re-
gain his starting job at right cor-
nerback. Drayton Florence start-
ed at right cornerback in last Sun-
day’s win at Carolina, but
sprained an ankle.

Oracle CEO shifts focus from
49ers to getting team in L.A.

SAN FRANCISCO — Billion-
aire software executive Larry Elli-
son said Friday that he inquired
about buying the San Francisco
49ers only to be told by the cur-

rent owners that the team isn’t for
sale.

Ellison, the flamboyant chief
executive of Redwood
Shores-based Oracle Corp., made
the disclosure in response to a
shareholder question at the soft-
ware company’s annual meeting
in Redwood Shores.

The 49ers are currently owned
by Denise DeBartolo York and
her husband, John York. The cou-
ple, who live in Ohio, have be-
come increasingly unpopular in
Northern California as the 49ers
— a franchise with a record five
Super Bowl championships —
have deteriorated into a last-place
team.

“The Yorks aren’t selling, so
I’m not buying,” Ellison said.

Ellison said he has shifted his
football interests to the Los Ange-
les area, which hasn’t had a foot-
ball team since the Raiders re-
turned to Oakland a decade ago.

Ellison also made it clear Fri-
day that he wants to own a profes-
sional sports franchise. He also re-
vealed that he has tried to buy the
Golden State Warriors, but was
spurned by the basketball team’s
owner of the last decade, Chris
Cohan.

Ellison, 60, ranks among the
world's richest men. His stake in
Oracle alone is currently worth
about $16 billion.

In the sports world, Ellison is
best known for his love of yacht-
ing. He led a team that unsuccess-
fully vied for the America’s Cup
last year.

Vikings WR Moss practices, upgraded to probable

Streak-busting upset brewing in Pittsburgh

AP

Ben Roethlisberger seeks to go to 5-0 as Pittsburgh’s starting QB.
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Will Steelers
be the team to
end Patriots’
magical run?

Page 31

Newman trying
to transform

pole dominance
into Atlanta win

Page 26

Banged-up Pacers
suffer another
injury as Miller
breaks hand

Page 27

BY KEN MAGUIRE

The Associated Press

BOSTON — Hundreds of thousands of Red
Sox fans jammed streets and the banks of the
Charles River on Saturday to watch a parade
many had begun to doubt they would ever wit-
ness: a toast to a World Series champion team.

The team that last won the World Series in
1918 was given a victory procession on land
and water, winding from the streets near Fen-
way Park past Boston Common and City Hall
and then onto the Charles aboard 17 of the am-

phibious vehicles
known since World
War II as “ducks.”

Pedro Martinez
was hit in the fore-
head by a baseball
thrown from the
banks of the Charles
while riding on a
boat, but the star
pitcher did not ap-
pear seriously in-
jured.

Some fans stood
on the streets and
river banks — in
places as many as 10
to 25 people deep —
while others stood
atop buildings or
waved from win-
dows as the team
rode past.

World Series
MVP Manny
Ramirez waved a
sign that a fan hand-
ed him: “Jeter is
playing golf today.
This is better!” a ref-
erence to Yankees

shortstop Derek Jeter. Other fans tossed
brooms in tribute to the four-game sweep of
the St. Louis Cardinals.

Officials extended the 3-mile parade into
the Charles River because of projections that
as many as 5 million people would pack the
city.

“I’ve been waiting for this all my life,” said
Rich Brantley, 47, of Milford, Conn., who trav-
eled through the night to arrive around 7 a.m.
“It’s one of the biggest days of my life other
than when I got married and had my kids.”

SEE RED ON PAGE 28

Painting the town Red

No. 18 Boise State contains

Hawaii quarterback Chang

in 69-3 drubbing, Page 26SPORTSSPORTS

AP

Vehicles carrying the World Series champion Boston Red Sox move down Tremont Street along-

side Boston Common during a parade honoring the team in Boston on Saturday. The parade was

expected to draw up to five million as the city celebrated the end of an 86-year title drought.

AP photos

Left: Boston Red Sox pitchers Derek Lowe and Pedro Martinez cheer along with paradegoers; middle: General Manager Theo Epstein plays to the

crowd; right: Fans line the streets of Boston to cheer for the first Red Sox team to win a World Series title since 1918.

Sox fans pack Boston streets to celebrate world title

Every

Red Sox

fan from

now on

can walk

into

Yankee

Stadium

with their

head high.

Jason Varitek

Red Sox catcher
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